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EC Directive 79/409 on the Conservation of Wild Birds: 

Special Protection Area 

Name: Thames Estuary and Marshes 

Unitary Authority/County: Essex County Council, Gravesham Borough Council, Kent County 

Council, Medway Council, and Thurrock Borough Council. 

Consultation proposal: Mucking Flats and Marshes SSSI and South Thames Estuary and 

Marshes SSSIs have been recommended as a Special Protection Area because of the site’s 

European ornithological interest. 

The Thames Estuary and Marshes Special Protection Area is a wetland of European importance 

comprising a mosaic of intertidal habitats, saltmarsh, coastal grazing marshes, saline lagoons and 

chalk pits.  The site provides wintering and breeding habitats for important assemblages of 

wetland bird species, particularly wildfowl and waders as well as supporting migratory birds on 

passage.  The site forms part of the wider Thames Estuary together with other classified SPAs in 

both Essex and Kent. 

Boundary of SPA: The SPA boundary is within or coincident with the above SSSI boundaries. 

See SPA map for further detail. 

Size of SPA: The SPA covers an area of 4,838.94 ha. 

European ornithological importance of the SPA: Thames Estuary and Marshes SPA is of 

European importance because: 

a) the site qualifies under article 4.1 of the Directive (79/409/EEC) as it is used regularly by 

1% or more of the GB populations of the following species listed on Annex I, in any season: 

Annex I species 5 year peak mean 1993/94 - 1997/98 % GB population 

Avocet  Recurvirostra avosetta 283 individuals - wintering 28.3% GB 

Hen Harrier  Circus cyaneus 7 individuals - wintering 1.0% GB 

 

b) the site qualifies under article 4.2 of the Directive (79/409/EEC) as it is used regularly by 

1% or more of the biogeographical populations of the following regularly occurring 

migratory species (other than those listed on Annex I), in any season: 

Species 5 year peak mean 1993/94 - 1997/98 % of population 

Ringed Plover 

Charadrius hiaticula 

1,324 individuals - passage 2.6% Europe/ 

Northern Africa (win) 

Grey Plover 

Pluvialis squatarola 

2,593 individuals - wintering 1.7% Eastern Atlantic 

(wintering) 

Dunlin 

Calidris alpina alpina 

29,646 individuals - wintering 2.1% N Siberia/Europe/ 

W Africa 

Knot 

Calidris canutus islandica 

4,848 individuals - wintering 1.4% NE Can/Grl/ 

Iceland/NW Eur 

Black-tailed Godwit 

Limosa limosa islandica 

1,699 individuals - wintering 2.4% Iceland (breeding) 

Redshank 

Tringa totanus totanus 

3,251 individuals - wintering 2.2% Eastern Atlantic 

(wintering) 
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c) the site qualifies under article 4.2 of the Directive (79/409/EEC) as it is used regularly by 

over 20,000 waterfowl in any season: 

Period Season Population 

1993/94 - 1997/98 Wintering 75,019 

 

Non-qualifying species of interest 

Other Annex 1 species which regularly occur on the site in non-qualifying numbers are breeding 

Common Tern Sterna hirundo, and passage and wintering Bewick’s Swan Cygnus columbianus 

bewickii, Golden Plover Pluvialis apricaria, Ruff Philomachus pugnax, Short-eared Owl Asio 

flammeus and Kingfisher Alcedo atthis. 

The site also supports nationally important populations of Shelduck Tadorna tadorna, Teal Anas 

crecca, Pintail Anas acuta, Gadwall Anas strepera, Shoveler Anas clypeata, Tufted Duck Aythya 

fuligula and Pochard Aythya ferina. 

 

Status of SPA 

The Thames Estuary and Marshes SPA was classified on 31 March 2000. 


