
MAFF Standard Percentage 
Work Code Eligible Item Payment Rates Grant 

6 

7 

11 

12 

73 

14 

15 

16 

19 

20 

21 

22 

25 

40 

41 

42 

43 

44 

50 

Restoration of Ponds 

Management of Scrub 
- 25% density 
- 25% to 75% density 
- aver 75% density 

A single payment is available for management of scrub on 
small free-standing features of archaeological interest 

Hedge Coppicing 
- protective fencing: sheep fencing 

post and wire fencing 

Creation of Scrapes 

Creation, reinstatement or re-profiling of dykes, ditches and 
footdrains 

Construction of water penning structures (bunds, sluices and 
other works) 

Re-creation of herb-rich meadows 

Creation of reedbeds (including Sedgebeds) 

The provision of wooden gates and associated wing fencing 

Provision of liggers and bridges for marsh access to enable 
normal land management in wetland areas where access may 
prove difficult 

Fen restoration to enable a return to Broadland fen 
management 

Provision of fencing associated with the introduction or 
reintroduction of grazing 
- sheep fencing 
- post and wire fencing 

Re-introdution of potlarding of trees 

Provision and restoration of gates for public access - bridle gate 
-kissing gate 
- kissing gate for the disabld 

Provision and restoration of stiles for public access 
-timber stiles - ladder stiles - step-over stile in 5tone wall 
- step-through stile in stone wall 

Provision and restoration of footbridges for public access 

Wind pumps for water level management 

Provision of silt traps in water courses 

Qther works for the restoration or enhancement of wildlife 
habitats 

El .2O/m 
f 0 .80h  

E40 each 

$1 00 each 
E l  30 each 
E200 each 

E30 each 
f40 each 
E20 each 
E30 each 

El 25 each 

- 

.,"? 

- 

50 

50 

40 

50 

80 

80 

50 

50 

50 

50 

50 

40 

80 

80 

80 

80 

ao 

80 

80 

& 
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S C H E M E  P R E S C R I P T I O N S  

B R O A D S  € S A  
NE. If you carry out any work contrary to the scheme's objectives, such 
or hedges, or the ploughing or valuable grassland, shortly before applying to join or rejoin, the Ministry is likely to reject 
your application. 

the destrucion of features such as walls, buildings 

TIER 1 - PERMANENT CRASSLAND 
1 .  htaintain grassland and do not plough, level ar re-seed the 

land. You may use a chain harrow or roller but no other 
form ot cultivation is allowed. 

2 .  Craze with livestock other than pigs or poultry, but avoid 
poaching, under-grazing or over-grazing. 

3 .  Take no more than one cut of hay or silage each year. 

4. If you cut the grass for hay or silage, graze the aftermath. 

5 .  Do not exceed your existing level oi inorganic fertiliser and 
in any case do not exceed 125kg of nitrogen, i 5 k g  o i  
phosphate and 75kg or potash per hectare (100 unitS o i  
nitrogen, 60 units or phosphate and 60 units of potash per 
acre) per year. 

6. Use no more than 94kg of nitrogen per hectare (75 uniG of 
nitrogen per acre) in any one application. 

7 .  Do not apply pig slurry or poultry manure and do not in 
any case exceed your existing level of organic manure. Do 
not apply mare than 30 tonnes per hectare (1 2 tons per 
acre) o i  home-produced manure in any year. Do not apply 
more than 30 cubic metres per hectare (2,600 gallons per 
acre) of home-produced cattle slurry at 10% dry matter in 
any year or the equivalent i f  dry matter is less than 10%. 

8. Do not u5e fungicides or insecticides. 

9. Do not apply herbicides except to control nettles, 'spear 
thistle, creeping or field thistle, curled dock, broadleaved 
dock or ragwort. Infeestations of these weeds must be 
controlled by cutting or by herbicides. Herbicides used for 
these purposes shall be applied by weed wiper or spot 
treatment. Weed control should be carried out as soon a5 
any problem starts to develop. 

10. Do not install under-drainage or mole drain and do not 
subsoil or slit drain. Do not substantially modify your 
existing drainage system. 

7 1 .  Maintain existing dykes in rotation over the period of your 
agreement and by mechanical means, not sprays. Spoil 
must be levelled following dubbing out, after allowing to 
dry. Slub out ditches and dykes once every 5 + 8 years. 

12. You must maintain water at a suitable level for livestock to 
graze on your grazing marshes: 
ensure that there is at least 30cm (1 2") ot' water in the 
bottom of dykes between 31 October and 1 March;,. 
begin to increase dyke water levels to summer levels no 
later than 1 March to ensure adequate dyke water during 
the summer. 

13. Maintain hedges, ponds and reedbeds. 

14. Do not damage or destroy any feature of historic interest. 

15. Obtain written advice an siting and materials before 
constructing buildings, roads or any other engineering 
operations which do not require planning permission or 
prior notification determination by the Local Planning 
Authority. 

16. Obtain written advice on the management of woodland or 
scrub or proposals to plant any new woodland. 

1 7 .  You mu5; abide by the Codes of Good Agricultural Practice 
for the Ptotedion of Water, Soii and Air, published by the 
Mininry (rererences P8 061 7, PB 0587 and PB 06 18) as 
amended irom time to time. 

TIER 2 - EXTENSIVE GRASSLAND 
Obsen/e prescriptions 1" IT plus additional prescriptions sc?t out 
be!ow: 

18. "iter levels on your grazing marshes must: 

be maintained at not more than J5cm (1 8'') he!ow marsh 
level behveen 31 March and 1 November; 
provide at least 60cm (24") oi water in the bottom of the 
dyke between 30 November and 1 March; 
begin to be raised no later than #March in order to 
achieve the maximum summer treeboard as early as 
possible. 

19. Do not carry out any mechanical operations between 

20. Do not graze with livestock between 31 December and 

21. Do not cut for silage. Do not cut for hay before 16 July. 

22 .  Do not exceed your existing level of nitrogen and in any 
case do not exceed 44kg or nitrogen per hectare (35 units 
of nitrogen per acre) per year. Do not apply phosphate or 
potash. 

3 1 March and 16 July. 

I April. 

23. Do not apply any organic manure. 

24. Do not apply lime, slag or any other substance to reduce 
soil acidity. 

2.5. The following shall apply when carrying out dyke 
maintenance on a 5 - 8 year rotation: 

dyke management shall be carried out between 
31 August and 1 April; 
to protect aquatic and marginal vegetation, either leave 
one bank or other sections untouched as a refuge for 
wildlife and a resource for re-colonisation; 
when reprofiling dykes, leave sides no steeper than 45' 
or create a stepped profile; 
on SSSls, agreement holders must contact the Project 
Officer or English Nature before commencing any 
maintenance work. 

26. Maintain existing foot drains and grips and only dig new 
foot drains and grips with the prior agreement of the 
Project Officer. 

TIER 3 -WET GRASSLAND 
Observe prescriptions J -26 plus additional prescriptions set out 
below: 

27. You must maintain the water table at marsh level so as to 
create field wetness or occasional shallow pools from 
1 January until 30 April, and; 
maintain dyke levels at no more than 45 cm (1 8") below 
marsh level from 1 June until 31 October; 
begin to raise your water level to winter level no later than 
1 h t , . .  *-L-+ 



28. Do not apply any organic or inorganic fertiliser. 

29. Do not graze with livestock between 1 November and 
15 May. 

30. Craze beween 16 May and 31 October. Before 30 June do 
not exceed a grazing density oi one bovine animal per 
0.75 hectares (one animal per 1.8 acres) and do not cause 
poaching, overgrazing or undergrasing. 

WATER LEVEL SUPPLEMENT (available on 
Tiers 2 and 3) 
31. Agree an in-field water management plan with the Project 

Officer to include the creation, reinstatement and 
management of foot drains and grips. 

32. Maintain dyke water levels at not more than 30cm (1 2'') 
below marsh level from 15 March until 31 August, 

33. Begin to raise dyke water leve5 to the maximum summer 
freeboard no later than 15 February. 

33.  Do not apply anv inorganic or organic fertiliser or manure. 

35. From 1 April until 31 May, do not exceed a grazing density 
o i  one bovine animal per 0.75 ha and do not cause 
poaching, over-grazing or under-grazing. 

36. Do not graze with sheep until 1 June. 

FEN TIER 
37. Agree a Fen Management Plan with the Project Officer. 

(This may need to be discusse3 with the Broads Authoriv 
and on SSSls it will need to be agreed with English Nature.) 

38. Do not apply any organic or inorganic fertiliser. 

39. Do not apply any lime, slag or any other substance to 

40. Do not use any pesticides, fungicides, insecticides or 

41. Do not damage or destroy any feature of historic interest. 

42. You must abide by the Codes of Good Agricultural Practice 
for the Protection of Water, Soil and Air, published by the 
Ministry as amended from time to time. 

reduce soil acicjir/+ 

herbicides. 

TIER 4A - ARABLE REVERSION TO 
PERMANENT GRASSLAND 
Once under permanent grass this land must be managed in 
accordance with prescriptions 1-17. If you wish you may also 
ot%r it for inclusion under Tier 2 or 7-m 3 in which case you 
should seek furrher guidance on its management from the 
Project Officer. 

43. Cease arable production and establish a new grass sward 
within 12 months of the start of the agreement. 

44. During the first 12 months of the agreement do not apply 
any of the following without obtaining prior approval: 
organic or inorganic fertiliser; 
lime, slag ar any other substance CO reduce the acidity of 

, the soil; 
pesticides. I .  

45. From the start of your agreement you must follow all the 
t . Tier 1 guideliner, from prescription 10 onwards. 

46. On grassland reverted from arable do not exceed an 
annual average stocking level of 1.4 Livestock Units (LU) 
per hectare. 

* 

TIER 4B - GRASSLAND MARGINS 
47. Cease production on a strip oi land at'least 6m wide at the 

edge ot a field used for arable cropping. This' margin must 
be taken from the'existing arable land and must adjoin an 
open drainage channel e.g. a ditch or watercome. 

48. Cultivate the margin 50 as to create a seed bed and 
establish a grass sward within twelve months o i  ceasing 
arable cropping. 

49. Maintain the grass sward on the field margin by ctJtting at 
least once a year. Do not cut before 30 June and do not 
allow any cut material to enter the dykes. 

approval: 
50. Do not apply to the margin without obtaining prior 

organic or inorganic fertiliser; 
lime, slag or any substance to reduce the acidity of the 
soil; 
t'ungicides and insebicides: 
herbicides (except to control nettles, spear thistle, 
creeping or field thistle, curled dock, broad-leaved dock 
or ragwort). Apply herbicides by weed wiper or spot 
treatment. 

? I .  You may replarlv cultivate and apply herbicides to a one 
metre edge or the margin adjacm to the cropped area. 

52. You must abide by the Codes oi Good Agricultural Praalce 
for the Protection oi Water, Soil and Air, published by the 
Minisfry as amended from time to time, 

PUBLIC ACCESS TIER 
53. Make the actes5 route available far public access at no 

charge. 

54. Maintain a free passage over the access route. 

5 5 .  Do not erect new fences on or adjacent to the access route 
without the prior written approval of the Ministry, 

56. Keep the acees~ route and fields crossed by it free of litter 
and other refuse. 

57.  Exclude bulls fram the access route and fields crossed by it, 
except for bulls which do not exceed the age oi 10 months 
or are not o i  a recognised dairy breed and are at large in 
any field or enclosure in which CQWS and heifers are also 
at large. 

58.  Agree with the Ministry in writing in advance the public 
liability insurance cover which you will maintain for the 
duration of the access agreement. 

59. Provide and maintain adequate means of entry to the 
access route. 

60. Affix and maintain appropriate signboards and 
waymarking. 

61, Do not permit any of the following activities on the access 
route or on fields crossed by it: camping, caravanning, 
lighting of fires, organised ames or sports, riding af motor 
vehicles (except those usaf for agricultural operations on 
the land) without the Min isvs prior written approval. 

62. Agree with the Ministry in writing whether the riding of 
horses or cycles may be permitted on the access route. 

63. If you wish to apply for temporary closure of the access 
route you must agree this with the Ministty in writing in 
advance. Where temporary closure is permitted you must 
post signs giving notice of the intended closure and the 
rexcins for it at each envy point to the access route at least 
two weeks in advance of the date of closure. 
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E n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  
S e n s i t i v e  A r e a s  

INFORMAT1ON S H E E T  

This sheet contains essential information for farmers about  the Somerset Levels and Moors ESA. It should be read in 
conjunction with the booklet Cuddines for Farmers (PE? 2931/SLM). 

You will need to refer to this information when making an application for a Management Agreement (form ESA3) 
or Conservation Plan (form ESA4) in the Somerset Levels and Moors ESA. 

MAFF Regional Service Centre: Block 3 ,  Government Buildings, Burghill Road, Westbury-on-Trjm, Bristol BS10 6NJ 
Tel. No. 01 17 9591 000 .. 

Project Officer: Richard Andrews 
Tel. No. 01823 352933 

Tier 1 - Permanent Grassland E l  30 per ha 

Tier 1 A - Extensive Permanent 
Grassland E200 per ha 

Tier 2 - Wet Permanent Grassland f230 per ha 

Tier 3 - Permanent Grassland Raised 
Water Level Areas f 430 per ha 

Buffer Strip Supplement 

All-Year Penning Supplement 

f 190 per ha of strip 

on Peat Soils 

Raised Water Level 
Area Supplement 

f18 per ha 

f 80 per ha 

f 1 70 per ha Public Access Tier 

CONSERVATION PLAN 
For t h a w  items with a Standard Payment Rate, payment at the corresponding percentage of aciual cosh may be 
given a t  the Ministry's discretion where the necessary costs of the  work are exceptionally high. 

MAFF Standard Percentage 
Work Code Eligible Item Payment Rates Grant 

1 Protection of Historic Features +,+ 80 

Tree Planting ' f0.65 each 60 l 2  
Hedge Planting 
- protective fencing: sheep fencing 

post and wire fencing 

Hedge Laying - protective fencing: sheep fencing 
post and wire fencing 

E l  .75/m 
E l  .20lm 
f0.80/m 

f 3/m 
f1.2O/m 
f0.80/m 

40 

40 

5 Creation of New Ponds - 50 

... . . . .. .. ., .. _- 



MAFF 
Work Code Eliaible Item 

Standard Percentage 
Payment Rates Grant 

6 

7 

10 

11 

12 

13 

74 

75 

19 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

37 

40 

41 

42 

50 

Restoration of Ponds 

Management of Scrub 
- 25% density 
- 25% to 75% density 
- over 75?& density 

A single payment is available for management of scrub on 
small free-standing features of archaeological interest 

Renovation of Traditional Farm Buildings 

Hedge Coppicing 
- protective fencing: sheep fencing 

post and wire fencing 

Creation of Scrapes 

Creation or Reinstatement of Gutters, Dykes and Ditches 

Construction of Water Penning Structures (Bunds, Sluices and 
other works) 

Re-creation of Herb-Rich Meadows 

The Provision of Wooden Gates and Associated Wing Fencing 

Initial introduction and re-introduction of willow Pollarding 

Conversion of Arable to Grassland 

Re-creation of Shelter Eel& 

Removal of Fencing 

Construction of Culverts 

Improvement of Droves 

Restoration and replanting of traditional orchards 
-tree surgery 
- frameworking 
- maiden fruit trees 
- standard fruit trees 
- orchard tree guards 

Provision and restoration of gates for public access 
-bridle gate 
- kissing gate 
- kissing gate for the disabled 

Provision and restoration of stiles for public access 
-timber stiles - ladder stiles 
- stepover stile in stone wail - step-through stile in stone wall 

Provision and restoration of footbridges for public access 

Other works for the restoration or enhancement of wildlife 
habitats 

E l  OO/ha 
f250/ha 
f500ha 

f50 

."." 

f0.65 per plant 

f 0.5Ojm 

E40 per tree 
E30 per tree 
f3 each 
f7 each 
E l  -50 each 

El00 each 
fl30 each 
E200 each 

f30 each 
E40 each 
f20 each 
530 each 

50 

50 

40 

40 

50 

80 

80 

50 

SO 

80 

80 

50 

50 

50 

40 

80 

80 

80 

80 

Al Ministr)rs 
discretion 



E n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  
S e n s i t i v e  A r e a s  , 

SCHEME P R E S C R I P T I O N S  

S O M E R S E T  LEVELS AND MOORS ESA 
NB. If you carry out any work contrary to the scheme's objectives, such as the destruction of features such as walls, buildings 
or hedges, or the ploughing of valuable grassland, shortly before applying to join or rejoin, the Ministry is likely to reject 
your application. 

TIER 1 - PERMANENT GRASSLAND 
1.  Maintain grasland and do not plough, level or re-seed the 

land. You may use a chain harrow or roller but no other 
form ot cultivation is allowed. 

2. Craze with cattle or sheep but avoid poaching, under. 
grazing or over-grazing. 

3. I f  you cut the grass for hay or silage, graze the aftermath. 

4. Do not exceed your existing level of inorganic fertiliser and 
in any case do not exceed 75kg of nitrogen, 37.3kg oi 
phosphate and 37.5kg of potash per hectare (60 units of 
nitrogen, 30 units of phosphate and 30 units ot potash per 
acre) each year. Do not exceed your existing level of home 
produced organic fertiliser and do not apply any other 
organic fertiliser. 

5. Do not use fungicides or insecticides. 

6. Do not apply herbicides except to control creeping 
buttercup, soft rush, nettles, spear thistle, creeping or field 
thistle, curled dock, broad-leaved dock or ragwort. Apply 
herbicides by weed wiper or spot treatment. 

7 .  Do not apply lime, slag or any other substance to reduce 
soil acidity. 

8. Do not install under-drainage, do not mole drain, and do 
not subsoil or tunnel plough. Do not substantially modify 
your existing drainage system. 

9. Maintain existing field gutters, surface piping, rig and 
furrow, ditches or rhynes by mechanical means not sprays. 
Do not install additional surface piping. 

10. Do not spray irrigate your land. 

11, Maintain hedges, trees and pollarded willows in 
accordance with local custom. 

12. Do not plant any additional trees nor allow natural 
establishment of additional treeshushes without prior 
agreement. 

13. Do not damage or destroy any feature of historic interest. 

14. Obtain written advice on siting and materials before 
constructing buildings, roads or any other engineering 
operations which do not require planning permission or 
prior notification determination by the Local Planning 
Authority. 

15. Maintain existing gates with wing fencing but do not erect 
any additional permanent fencing without prior consent. 

16, Water levels in ditches and rhynes must either be: 
From 1 April to 31 October maintained at or above the 
penning level, provided since 1987, by the relevant IDB 
or the Environment Agency (as appropriate) and from 
1 November to 31 March maintained at or above the 
winter level provided since 1987 by the relevant IDB or 
the Environment Agency (as appropriate) with at least 
1 Scm (6") of water in the bottom of the ditches/rhynes at 
all times. 

Or, to obtain a supplementary payment: 

From 1  may to 30 November maintained at not more 
than 30cm (1 2") below mean field level and from 
1 December to 30 April maintained at not less than 
mean field level so as to cause conditions of surface 
splashing. 

17. Agreement holders must not pump below these levels 
which will be iixed by reference to gauge boards set to 
Ordnance Datum Newlyn. 

18. You must abide by the Codes ot' Good Agricultural Practice 
for the Protection ot Water, Soil and Air, published by The 
Ministry (references PE 0587, PB 061 7 and PB 061 8 )  as 
amended from time to time. 

TIER 1A - EXTENSIVE PERMANENT 
C RASSLAN D 
Observe prescriptions 7 + I8 plus additional prescriptions set out 
below: 

19. Do not me a chain harrow or roller between 31 March and 

20. Do not exceed your existing level oi inorganic fertiliserand 

1 July. 

in any case do not exceed 25 k of nitrogen, 12.5 kg ot 

acre) each year. 

21. Unless traditionally the land has been used just for grazing 
each year mow at least one third (or one year in three) of 
the land but not before 1 July and do not graze the land 
prior to laying it up. 

phosphate and 'I 2.5 k of potas a per hectare (20 units of 
nitrogen, 10 units of p a osphaie and 10 units of potash per 

22. Do not cut or top the grass after 31 August. 

23. Do not graze with sheep from 1 September to 1 March. 

24, Do not use herbicides to control creeping buttercup. 

25. Water levels in ditches and rhynes must be: 
From 1 April to 31 October maintained at or above the 
penning level, provided since 1987, by the relevant IDB 
or the Environment Agency (as appropriate) and from 
1 November to 31 March maintained at or above the 
winter level provided Since 1987 by the relevant IDB or 
the Environment Agency (as appropriate) with at least 
15 cm (6") of water in the bottom of the ditchedrhynes at 
all times. 

26. A reement holders must not pump below these levels 
w R ich will be fixed by reference to gauge boards set to 
Ordnance Datum Newlyn, 

TSER 2 -WET PERMANENT GRASSLAND 
Observe prescriptiorrs 1 ~ 18 plus additional prwcriptions set out 
below: 

27. Do not use a chain harrow or roller between 31 March and 

Cont ..- 
1 July. 



28. Do not exceed your existing level o i  inorganic fertiliser and 
in any c m  do not exceed 25kg or" nitrogen, 11.Skg of 
phosphate and 1 Z.Skg ot potash per hectare (20 units of 
nitrogen, 10 units of phosphate and 10 units ot potash per 
acre) each year. 

29, Unless traditionally the land has been used just for grazing 
each year mow at least one third (or one year in three) of 
the land but not before 1 July and do not graze the land 
prior to laying it up. 

30. Do not cut or top the grass after 31 August. 

31. Do not graze with sheep from 1 September to 1 March. 

32. Do not use herbicides to control creeping buttercup. 

33. Water levels in ditches and rhynes must either be: 
From 1 April to 31 October maintained at or above the 
penning level, provided since 1987, by the relevant ID6 
or the Environment Agency (as appropriate) and in any 
case not more than 4537 (1 8") below mean field level 
and from 1 November to 31 March, maintained dt or 
above the winter level provided since 1987 by the 
relevant IDB o r  the Environment Agency (as appropriatej 
with at least 30cm (1 2") o i  water in the bottom or the 
ditcheshhynes at dl times. 

Or, to obtain a supplementary payment: 

From 1 May to 30 November maintained at not more 
than 30cm (1 2") below mean field level and from 
1 December to 3 0  April, maintained at not less than 
mean field level so as to cause conditions of surface 
splashing. 

34. Agreement holders must not pump below these levels 
which will be fixed by reference to gauge boards set to 
Ordnance Datum Newlyn. 

BUFFER STRIP SUPPLEMENT (avaiiable on 
Tiers 1, 1A and 2) 
35. Cease application of inorganic fertiliser to a 6 metre strip 
I adjacent to all the field boundaries under agreement. 

ALL-YEAR PENNING SUPPLEMENT 

36. On  peat soils to obtain a supplementary payment : 
(available on Tiers 1, 1 A and 2) 

From 1 November to 31 March maintain water levels in 
ditches and rhynes at or above the summer penning level, 
provided since 1987, by the relevant IDB or the 
Environment Agency (as appropriate). 

TIER 3 - PERMANENT GRASSLAND RAISED 
WATER LEVEL AREAS 
Observe prescriptions 7 -  78 plus additional prescriptions ser out 
below: 

37. Do not carry out mechanical operations between 31 March 
and 1 July. 

38, Apply no inorganic fertiliser and do not exceed your 
existing level of organic manure provided it is only home 
produced cattle farmyard manure and does not exceed 
25 tonnes per hectare (1 0 tons per acre) per annurn. 
No  slurry should be applied. 

39. Graze only with cattle but do not graze before 20 May in 
any year. 

40. Do not exceed a grazing density of one animal per 0.75 
hectare (one animal per 1.8 acres) from 20 May to 8 July. 
Do not cause poaching, over-grazing or under-grazing. 

FEBRUARY 1997 0 Crown copyright 1997. PB 2951bLM 

31. Do not make silage. Unless traditionally the land has been 
used just tor grazing each year mow dt least one third (or 
one ye;ir in three) ot the land but not berore 8 July and do 
not graze the land prior to laying it up. 

42. Do not cut or top the grass site; 31 August. 

43. Do not use herbicides to control creeping hurtercup. 

44. Water levek in ditches and rhynes must: 
From 1 .\\ay to 30 November be maintained at not more 
than 30cm (1 2") below mean field level and from 
1 December to 30 April, maintained at not less than mean 
field level so as to cause conditions of surface splashing. 

protecting landscape, wildlife and historical features the 
Minister may specify different water level requirements. 

which will be fixed by reference to gauge boards set to 
Ordnance Datum Newlyn. 

45. To further the objective of conserving, enhancing or 

46. Agreement-holders must not pump below these levels 

PUBLIC ACCESS TIER 
37 .  (Make the ~ccess route available for public access at no 

48, Maintain a free passage over the access route. 

49. Do not erect new fences on or adjacent to the access route 
without the prior written approval or the Ministry. 

50. Keep the access route and fields crossed by it free of litter 
and other refuse. 

51 Exclude bulls from the access route and fields crossed by it, 
except for bulls which do not exceed the age of 10 months 
or are not of tl recognised dairy breed and are at large in 
any field or enclosure in which cows and heifers are also 
at large. 

5 2 .  Agree with the Ministry in writing in advance the public 
liability insurance cover which you will maintain tor the 
duration o i  the access agreement. 

charge. 

53. Provide and maintain adequate means of entry to the 

53.  Affix and maintain appropriate signboards and 
waymarking. 

5 5 .  Do not permit any of the following activities on the access 
route or on fields crossed by it: camping, caravanning, 
lighting of fires, organised games or sports, riding of motor 
vehicles (except those used for agricultural operations an 
the land) without the Ministry's prior written approval. 

56. Agree with the Ministry in writing whether the riding of 
horses or cycles may be permitted on the access route. 

57. If you wish to apply for temporary closure of the access 
route you must agree this with the Ministry in writing in 
advance. Where temporary closure is permitted you must 
post signs giving notice of the intended closure and the 
reasons for it at each entry point to the access raute at least 
W O  weeks in advance of the date of closure. 

access route. 



INFORMATION S H E E T  

S U F F O L K  RIVER V A L L E Y S  * ESA 
This sheet contains essential information for farmers about the Suffolk River Valleys ESA. It should be read in conjunction 
with the booklet Guidelines for Farmers (PI3 3361lSRV). 

You will need to refer to this information when making an application for a Management Agreement (form ESA 3) or  
Conservation Plan (form ESA 4)  in the Suffolk River Valleys ESA. 

F 

M A F F  Regional Service Centre: Block B, Government Buildings, Brooklands Avenue, Cambridge CS2 2DR 
Tel. No. 01 2 2 3  462727 

Project Offtcer: Tim Sloane 
Tel. No. 01 284 753449 or 01 284 7501 02 

I 

TlERS A N D  PAYMENT RATES 

Tier 1 - Permanent Grassland 

Permanent grassland reverted 
under a previous ESA management 
agreement 

$75 per ha 

f27a per ha 

Tier 2 - Low input Permanent grassland El90 per ha 

Low input Grassland reverted 
under a previous ESA agreement 

f290 per ha 

Tier 2A - Marshland Supplement f50 per ha 

Water Level Supplement 

Tier 3 - Arable reversion to grassland 

Suffer strip Supplement 

Fen Tier 

Woodland Tier 

E50 per ha 

E270 per ha 

E53 per ha 

El  30 per ha 

E l  7 per ha 

Hedgerow Supplement f4 per rn 

Public Access Tier €1 70 per ha 

CONSERVATION PLAN 
For those items with a Standard Payment Rate given, payment at the corresponding percentage of actual costs may be given at the 
Ministry’s discretion where the necessary costs of the work are exceptionally high. 

MAFF Standard Percentage 
Work Code Eligible ttem Payment Rates Grant 

1 Works to protect Historical and Archaeological Features * 80 

2 Tree planting 
- spiral rabbit guard 
- tree tube 
- protective fencing for individual trees 

3 

4 

f0.65 each . 60 
f0.20 each . 
f0.50 each 
f 30ltree 

Planting of hedges not included in your Tier 1 hedge 
restoration programme fl.751m 

E l  . N m  
post and wire fencing fO.ao/m 

protective fencing: sheep fencing 

Laying or coppicing of hedges not included in your Tier 1 
hedge restoration progranme f3lm 
- protective fencing: sheep fencing I f l .20lm 

post and wire fencing I f0.80Im 

40 

40 

5 Creation af ponds 



M A F F  
Work Code Eligible item 

Standard Percentage 
Payment Rates Grant 

7 

13 

14 

15 

16 

22 

23 

25 

34 

40 

41 

42 

43 

50 

Management of scrub 
- 25% density 
- 25%-75% density 
- over 75% density 

Creation, Reinstatement or Re-profiling of dykes, ditches 
and foot drains 

Provision of water penning structures or other works 
designed to control water levels 

Creation or improvement of herb rich meadows 

Restoration and creation of reedbeds and sedgebeds 

Provision of water supplies and fencing associated with the 
reintroduction of grazing 
- W P l Y  - trough - post and wire fencing 
- sheep fencing 

Control of bracken __ mechanical 
- chemical 

Pollarding of trees 

Provision of rabbit fencing 

Provision and restoration of gates for public access - bridle gate - kissing gate 
- kissing gate for the disabled 

Provision and restoration of stiles for public access 
- timber stile - ladder stile 
- step-over stile in stone wall 
- step-through stile in stone wall 

Provision and restoration of footbridges for public attess 

Wind pumps for water level management 

Other works for the restoration or enhancement of 
wildlife habitats 

/' 

E l  OOha 
f250ha 
m o h a  

I 

I 

I 

- 

f0.40/m 
525 each 
f0.80/m 
E l  .20/m 

f5oJha 
f l  00ha  

f40 each 

f0.40/m 

El00 each 
E l  30 each 
f 2 O O  each 

f30  each 
540 each 
220 each 
530 each 

$125 each 

- 

"- 

50 

so 

80 

so 
50 

40 

50 

80 

40 

80 

80 

80 

80 

ao 
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E n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  
S e n s i t i v e  A r e a s  I 

SCHEME P R E S C R I I P P I O N S  

S U F F O L K  R I V E R  V A L L E Y S  ESA 
NB. If you carry out any work contrary to the scheme's objectives, for example the destruction of features such as walls, 
buildings or hedges, or the ploughing of valuable grassland, shortlv beiore applying to join or rejoin th-e scheme, the 
Ministry is  likely to reject your applicatian. 

The Ministry may modify rhe prescriptions set out below, to introduce adclirional requirements or amend existing ones, 
where this will help to protect a n d h  enhance habitats and species Lvhich art" o i  importance within the designated area. 
Such modifications may be made for the lifespan ot' the agreement or from time to time, by means of a written 
dgi-eement with you which wil l form part of your ESA agreement ior the term speciiied. 

TIER 1 - CRASSLAND 

1 .  Maintain as grassland and do not plough, level or re- 
seed. Selective seeding is  allowed to repair damaged 
swards, but use appropriate long-term seed mixtures 
which must be previously agreed with the Project 
Officer. 

2. Craze with livestock other than pigs or poultry but 
avoid poaching, undergrazing or ovcrgrazing. 

3. I F  you cut the grass for hay or silage, graze the 
aftermath. 

4. Do not increase your existing application rates of 
inorganic or organic fertiliser and, in any case, do not 
exceed 250 kg of total nitrogen per hectare per year. 
Do not apply organic fertiliser within 50 metres of a 
spring, well or borehole that supplies water for 
human consumption, or within 10 metres of a 
watercourSe. 

5. Do not use fungicides or insecticides. 

6. Do not apply herbicides except to control nettles, 
spear thistle, creeping or field thistle, curled dock, 
broad-leaved dock, ragwort or bracken. Infestations 
of these weeds must be controlled either by cutting 
or by herbicides. Apply herbicides by wick applicator 
or by spot treatment. Where bracken cannot be 
controlled by mechanical means then asulam must 
be used. 

7 .  Do not install underdrainage or mole drainage or use 
a sub-soiler. Do not improve or substantially modify 
your existing drainage system so as to bring about 
improved drain age. 

8. Maintain existing ditches and dykes (including banks 
and margins) in rotation over the period of your 
agreement by mechanical means, nor sprays. Spoil 
must be levelled, after allowing to dry out, but must 
not be used to fill low areas. 

9.  Maintain trees, pollarded willows, ponds and 
reedbeds using traditional methods. 

1 O.Do not remove any hedges, banks or parts thereof. 
,Llaintain al l  hedges using traditional methods and 
rndtrrials. All srockproot'hedges must be kept in J 
stockproof condition. The Ministry wil l make a 
supplementary payment ii you agree in writing with 
the Project Officer a programme to restore your non- 
stockproof hedges. This may involve replanting, 
laying, coppicing, gapping and back-fencing. 
Pavrnenr wil l be calculated on the basis of the length 
ni hedge restored in each year. 

'I 1. Do not damage, destroy or remove any feature OF 
archaeological or historical value or interest. Obtain 
written advice on the management of known,and 
important archaeological sites and historical teatures 
on land covered by your agreement. 

12.Obtain written advice on siting, design and materials 
before constructing buildings or roads or carrying out 
any other engineering or construction works which 
do not require planning permission or prior 
notification determination by the local planning 
authority. 

13.0btain written advice on the management of scrub 
or reedbeds. 

, 

l4.Dispose of sheep dip safely. Do not spread sheep dig 
where it may affect areas of nature conservation 
value. 

15.You must abide by the Codes of Good Agricultural 
Practice for the Protection of Soil, Air and Water, 
published by the Ministry (references PB 061 7, PB 
061 8 and PB 0587) as amended from time to time. 

TIER 2 - LOW-INPUT GRASSLAND 

Observe prescriptions 2 - 75 ("Tier 1 )  plus additional 
prescriptions set out below: 

16.Maintain grassland and do not plough, level or re- 
seed the land. You may use a chain harrow or roller 
bur no other form of cultivation is allowed. 



17.Where the land lies on the flood plain or is 
inherently wet you must ensure that water levels: 
(i) are maintained at not more than 45 cm (1 8") 

below marsh level between 31 March and 
31 October 

(ii) provide at least 30 cm (1 2") of water in the 
bottom of the ditches between 3 1 October and 
1 March; 

(iii)begin to be raised no later than 1 March in order 
to achieve the required summer freeboard as 
early as passible. 

1 &Do not carry out any form of mechanical operations 

19.Where the land lies on the flood plain or is  

between 1 April and 16 July. 

inherently wet, do not graze between 1 April and 
1 May. From 1 May until 15 May, do not exceed a 
grazing density ot' 1 Livestock Unit (LU) per hectare. 

20.00 not top the sward or cat for hay or silage before 
16 July. 

21 .Do not apply any organic or inorganic fertilisers or 

22.00 not apply lime, slag or any substance to reduce 

23. Restrict supplementary feeding of livestock to areas 

24. Within two years of the start of your- agreement you 

manure. 

soil acidity. 

agreed in advance. 

must agree in writing a plan of ditch/dyke 
management and implement i t  thereafter. 

TIER 2A - MARSHLAND 

Observe prescriptions 7 6-24 (Tier 2) plus additional 
prescriptions set out below: 

25.Begin to raise your water level to winter level no 
later than 1 November and maintain at marsh level 
so as to create iield wetness or occasional shallow 
pools between 1 January and 30 April. 

and 15 May. 
26.Do not graze with livestock between 1 November 

WATER LEVEL SUPPLEMENT 

(available on 7iws 2 & 2A) 

27.Agree in writing with the Project Officer and 
implement an In-field Water Management Plan 
including the creation, re-instatement and 
management of ditches and foot drains. 

marsh level from 15 March until 30 June. 

summer level no later than 7 March. 

28.Maintain ditch water levels within 15cm (6 inches) of 

29.Begin to raise ditch water levels to the maximum 

3O.From 1 May until 30 June do not exceed a grazing 

31 .Do not graze with sheep until 1 June. 

density of 1 LU per hectare. 

TIER 3 - ARABLE REVERSION TO 
G RASS LA N 0 
32.Cease arable production and establish a grass sward 

within 12 months of the start of the agreement. Agree 
in writing with the Project Officer betore purchase 
the seed mix to be used. Seed of native origin and 
local provenance should be used wherever the 
Ministry considers it appropriate. 

33.During the First 12 months of the agreement do not 
apply any of the following without obtaining prior 
approval : 
(i) organic or inorganic fertilisers; 
(ii) lime, slag or any substance designed to reduce 

( i  ii) pesticides. 

34.Frorn the start of your agreement you must i d l o w  al l  
the Tier 1 prescriptions trom 7 onwards. After the 12 
month period you must also iollow the remaining 
guidelines in Tier 1 except you must not apply more 
than 125 kgha of nitrogen per year and must use no 
more than 90 k g h a  of nitrogen in any one 
application. 

35.01-1 grassland reverted from arable, do not exceed an 
annual average stocking level of 1.4 LU per hectare. 

soil acidity; 

BUFFER STRIP SUPPLEMENT 

(available on Tiers I R. 3): 

36.Do not apply inorganic fertiliser or other agricultural 
chemicals to a 6 metre strip adjacent to all 
boundaries alongside hedgerows of watercourses of 
land under agreement. 

FEN TIER 

37.Agree in writing with the Project Officer and 

38.Do not apply any inorganic or organic fertiliser. 

39.Do not apply lime, slag or any substance to reduce 

40. no  not use any pesticides, fungicides, insecticides or 

41 .Do not damage or destroy any feature of historic 

42.You must abide by the Codes of Good Agricultural 
Practice for the Protection oi Soil, Air and Water, 
published by the Ministry (references PB 061 7, PB 
061 8 and PB 0587) as amended from time to time. 

implement a Fen Management Plan. 

acidity. 

herbicides. 

interest . 

WOODLAND TIER 

43.Retain any woodland, copses or groups of trees. 
Agree in writing with the Project Officer and . 
implement a programme to maintain and enhance 
the conservation and landscape value of non net- 
income generating woodland. All farm woodland cm 
or adjacent to your agreement land must be entered 
into this woodland tier. Orher woodland not on or 
adjacent to your agreement land may be entered at 
the discretion o i  the Ministry. Seek written consent 
from the Project Officer before planting any 
woodland ~ 

Cant 



PUBLIC ACCESS TIER 

44,Make the ~ C F F ? S S  route dvailable for public sccess at 

45.Maintsin a free passage over the access route. 

46.00 not erect new fences on or adjacent to the 

no charge. 

access route without the prior written approval of the 
Ministry. 

47.Keep the access route and fields crossed by it free of 
litter and other refuse. 

48.Exclude bulls From the access route ancl fields 
crossed by it, except for bulls which do not exceed 
the age of 10 months or are not oi a recognised 
dairy breed and arc at  large in any tield or enclosure 
in which cotvs and heifers are also at large. 

49.Agrce with the Ministry in writing in advance the 
public liability insurance cover which you will 
maintain for the duration ot' the xcess agreement, 

50.Provide and maintain adequate means oi entry to the 
access route. 

j 1 .Affix arrd maintain appropriate signboards 2nd 
waymarking. ' 

S2.Do not permit any of the Folloi@ing activities on the 
access route or on fields crossed by it: camping, 
caravanning, lighting of fires, organised games or 
sports, riding o i  motor vehicles (except those used 
ior agricultural operations on the land) without the 
Ministry's prior written approval. 

53.Agree with the Ministry in writing whether the riding 
of horses or cycles may be permitted on rhe access 
route. 

54. If you wish to apply for temporary closure of the 
access route you must agree this with the Ministry in 
writing in advance. Where temporary closure i s  
permitted you must post signs giving notice of the 
intended closure and the reasons for it at each entry 
point to the access route at least two weeks in 
advance of the dare of closure. 

Produced by the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food 
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E n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  
S e n s i t i v e  A r e a s  

INFORMATION S H E E T  

This sheet contains essential information far farmers about the Upper Thames Tributaries €SA. It should be read in 
conjunction with the booklet Guidelines for Farmers (UTT/ESA/2). 

You will need to refer to this information when making an application far a Management Agreement (form ESN3) 
or Conservation Plan (form ESA/4) in the Upper Thames Tributaries ESA. 

MAFF Regional Service Centre: Block A, Government Buildings, Coley Park, Reading, Berkshire RG1 6DT 
Tel. No. 01 18 9581 222 

AI istair He1 I iwel I 
Tel. No. 01 865 8351 22 or 01 296 433675 

Project Officer: 

TIERS AND PAYMENT RATES 

Tier 1A - Permanent Grassland f30 per ha 

Tier 1 B - Extensive Permanent 
Grassland f105 per ha 

Tier 2 - Wet Grassland E270 per ha 

Tier 3 A  - Reversion of Arable Land to 
Extensive Permanent 
Grassland f290 per ha 

Wet Grassland E435 per ha 

Tier 3C - Arable Margin Buffer Strips E400 per ha 

Headland Supplement f2O per ha 

Tier 3 B  - Reversion of Arable Land to 

_ .  

Stock Exclusion Supplement 

Hay Making Supplement 

E50 per ha 

f55 per ha 

Hedgerow Restoration Supplement f7 /m 

Public Access Tier f170 per ha 

Former Tier 2 -Wet Grassland 
(for existing agreement 
holders only) f155 per ha 

Former Tier 3 B  - Reversion of Arable Land to Wet 
Grassland - (for existing 
agreement holders 
only) E330 per ha 

CONS E RVATI 0 N PLANS 
For those items with a Standard Payment Rate, payment at the corresponding percentage of actual costs may be 
given at the Ministry’s discretion where the necessary costs of the work are exceptionally high. 

MAFF Standard Percentage 
Work Code Eligible item Payment Rates Grant 

Protection of Historic and Archaeological Features - 80 I ’  
3 Hedge Planting and restoration of non-stockproof hedges 

- hedge planting El .75/m 
- protective fencing: sheep fencing 21 .ZO/rn 

post and wire fencing f0.80lm 

Hedge laying - protective fencing: sheep Fencing 
post and wire fencing 

f3Irn 
El .20/rn 
E0 .8O/rn 

40 

50 



Standard Percentage 
Payment Rates Grant 

MAFF 
Work Cade Elieible item 

6 

7 

9 

10 

11 

11 

13 

14 

16 

22 

25 

40 

41 

42 

44 

45 

48 

50 

Restoration of Ponds 

Control of Scrub 
- 25% density 
- 25% to 75% density 
- over 75% densitv 

A single payment is available for management of scrub on 
small free-standing features ot' archaeological interest 

The rebuilding of dry stone walls - f 4 / m  supplement payable where significant quantities of 
stone need to be brought in 

Renovation of farm buildings using traditional materials 

Hedge coppicing 
- protective fencing: sheep fencing 

post and wire fencing 

Creation of Scrapes 

Creation, reinstatement or re-profiling of dykes, ditches 
and foot-drains 

Provision of water penning structures and Other Works 
to Control Water Levels 

Restoration of fen habitats and reedbeds 

Provision of water supplies and fencing associated with the 
reintroduction of grazing 
- SWPlY 
- trough - post and wire fencing - sheep fencing 

Re-introduction of Willow Pollarding 

Provision and restoration of gates for public access 
- bridle gate 
- kissing gate 
- kissing gate for the disabled 

Provision and restoration of stiles for public access 
- timber stile 
- ladder stile 
- step-over stile in stone wall 
- step-through stile in stone wall 

Provision and restoration of footbridges for public access 

Provision of silt traps in water courses 

Fencing to protect habitats 
- post and wire fencing 
- sheep fencing 

Purchase of a diverse seed mix for arable reversion to 
chalk grassland 

Other works for the restoration or enhancement of 
wildlife habitats 

- 

- 
f l  OOha 
f250ha 
f500ha 

f50 

flZ/m 

- 

f l  .SO/rn 
fl.ZO/m 
f0.80/rn 

+ 

- 

- 

- 

f0.40/rn 
f25  each 
f0.80/m 
fl.20/m 

140/tree 

El00 each 
i t 3 0  each 
2200 each 

f30 each 
E40 each 
f20 each 
f30 each 

E l 2 5  each 

f0.80/m 
E l  .ZQ/m 

- 

I 

50 

50 

40 

40 

40 

80 

80 

no 

50 ' 

40 

80 

80 

80 

80 

80 

80 

75 

80 

C6untryside 
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E n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  
S e n s i t i v e  A r e a s  I 

SCHEME P R E S C R I P T I O N S  

U P P E R  T H A M E S  T R I B U T A R I E S  ESA 
NB. If you carry out any work contrary to the scheme’s objectives, for example the destruction of features such as walls, 
buildings or hedges, or the ploughing of valuable grassland, shortly before applying to join or rejoin the scheme, the 
Ministry is likely to reject your application. 

The Ministry may modify the prescriptions set out below, to introduce additional requirements or amend existing ones, 
where this will help to protect and/or enhance habitats and species which are of importance within the designated area. 
Such modifications may be made for the lifespan of the agreement or from time to time, by means of a written 
agreement with you which will form part of your €SA agreement for the term specified. 

ER’ 1 A PERMANENT GRASSLAND 

Maintain permanent grassland. Do not plough, level 
or reseed. Cultivate only with a chain harrow or a 
roller. 

L. Graze with livestock other than pigs or poultry and 
avoid poachin , overgrazing or undergrazing. Horses 
may be grazecfbut only in association with cattle, 
sheep or both. 

3. If you cuf the grass for hay, continue to do so and 
graze the aftermath. Wilt and turn any grass cut for 
silage before removal and graze the aftermath. 

4. Do not increase your existing application rates of 
organic or inorganic fertiliser. Do not apply any  
organic fertiliser within 50 metres of a spring, well or 
borehsle that supplies water for human consumption 
or within 10 metres of any watercourse. 

5. For a supplementary payment you may a ree not to 
apply fertiliser on land within 6 metres o B any field 
boundary. 

6. Do not apply fungicides or insecticides. 

7 .  Do not apply herbicides except to control stinging 
nettles, spear thistle, creeping or field thistle, curled 
dock, broadleaved dock or ragwort. Apply herbicides 
only by means of a wick applicator or by spot 
treatment, 

8. Dispose of any shee dip safely. Do not spread sheep 
dip where it may a B ect areas of nature conservation 
value. 

modify any existing land drainage system so as to 
bring about improved drainage. Maintenance of mole 
drainage systems may be allowed with the Project 
Officer’s prior written approval. 

1 &Maintain existing water levels. Maintain watercourses 
for which you are res onsil=!e (including margins and 
banks) in rotation an 8 carry out any necessary 
management by mechanical means, not herbicides. 
After allowing spoil to dry out, spread it but do not 
use it to infill depressions. 

9. Do not install any new land drainage system or 

11 .Retain and, where necessary, manage ponds, lakes, 
fen habitats, reeds and wetland. 

12. Retain hedges and stone walls and do not remove 
any part thereof. 

13.Maintain stockproof hedges and walls in stockproof 
condition using traditional materials. 

14.Do not apply pesticides on land within 1 metre of 
any hedge or wall. 

1 S.For a supplementary payment you MAY agree a 
ro ramme to restore and manage non-stockproof 

&&S. Payment will be calculated on the basis of 
every metre of hedge restored in each year. 

16.Retain and, where necessary, manage all individual 
trees, including any ollarded willows, and small 
groups of trees for w R ich you are responsible. 

1 7 .  Retain any broadleaved woodland. 

1 &Do not plant any additional trees or wcodland 
without the Ministry’s prior written approval. 

19.Within two years of the start of your agreement 
obtain written advice on the management of 
woodland and scrub. 

20.Do not dama e, destroy or remove any feature of 

21 .At the start of your agreement obtain written advice 
on the management of known archaeological and 
historic features on your land. Where standard advice 
on agricultural management is provided this should 
be im lemented within 12 months. Where more 

within the first 12 months of your agreement and 
appropriate advice implemented within two years. 

22 I Maintain any weatherproof traditional farm buildings 
for which you are responsible in a weatherproof 
condition using traditional styles and materials. 

archaeologica ? or historic value or interest. 

speci P ic advice is required this should be obtained 

Cont _.. 



23.Obtain written advice on siting, desi n and materials 
before constructing buildings or roa f s or carrying out 
any other en ineering or construction works that do 

determination by the local planning authority. 

24.You must abide by the Codes of Good A ricultural 

published by the Ministry (references PB 061 7, Pi3 
061 8 and PB 0585) as amended from time to time. 

not require p 7 anning permission or prior notification 

Practice for the Protection of Soil, Air an 3 Water, 

TIER 1 B EXTENSIVE PERMANENT GRASSLAND 

Observe prescriptions 7-24 (Tier I A )  plus additional 
prescriptions set out below: 

25.Durin the period 1 April to 30 June do not use a 
chain a arrow or roller, 

26.Do not top the grass or cut it for hay or silage until 
after 30 June. 

27.For a supplementary payment you MAY agree in 
writing with the Ministry to exclude stock from 
specified areas where breeding waders are known to 
occur or where other ecological interest will benefit, 
between 15 March and 31 May. 

writing with the Ministry to carry out ha making. Do 

after 10 July. The grass must be made into hay and 
not taken for silage. Graze the aftermath. 

29. Restrict supplementary feeding of livestock to areas 
agreed in advance with the Project Officer, 

30.Do not apply any organic or inorganic fertiliser 
except farmyard manure (FYM). 

31 .Do not exceed your existing application rates of FYM 
and, in any event, do not apply more than 20 tonnes 
of FYM per hectare in any three year period. 

32.Do not apply FYM during the period 1 April to 
31 May and, outside this period, apply it only in a 
s i n g I e dress i n g . 

33-00 not apply slurry, pig or poultry manure or sewage 
sludge. 

34.Do not apply lime, sla or any other substance 

28.For a supplementary payment you MAY agree in 

not graze after 1 March and do not cut t K e grass until 

designed to reduce soi H acidity. 

TIER 2 -WET GRASSLAND 

Observe prescriptions 1-24 fler 1 A) and 25-34 
fler 7 B) plus additional prpscriptions set out below: 

35.Agree in writing with the Project Officer and 
implement a grassland management plan which will 
cover grazing and mowing rotations and water level 
management. 

36.Agree in writing with the Project Officer and 
implement a programme for ditch management. 

37.Ditches should be maintained so as to allow the 
control of field water levels by the operation af 
ap ropriately sited water control structures. Manage 
fiek water levels so that approximately 10% of the 
sire is covered by shallow surface 5 lashing from 
15 March to 31 May. In order to ac E ieve surface 

splashing it must be possible to bring ditch water 
levels up to and over bank top for short periods of 
time. At all times of year a minimum of 30 cm depth 
of water must be maintained in the ditches. 

38.Exclude stock from 15 March to 31 May. During June  
the stocking density must be restricted to.0.75 LU/ha. 

39:Do not apply any organic or inorganic fertiliser 
(including farmyard manure). 

TIER 3 A  - REVERSION OF ARABLE LAND TO 
EXTENSIVE PERMANENT GRASSLAND 

40.Cease arable production (including ley grassland 
production). Within 7 months of the start of your 
agreement establish a permanent grass sward using 
suitable species chosen from an approved list. Agree 
in writing with the Project Officer before purchase 
the seed mix to be used. Seed of native origin and 
local provenance should be used wherever the 
Ministry considers it appropriate. 

41 .During the first 7 months of the agreement observe 
all Ter 1 A Permanent Grassland prescriptions 9-24 
inclusive and do not apply any of the following 
without the Ministry's prior written approval: 

i)  

i i )  

i i i )  fungicides, insecticides or herbicides. 

1 A prescriptions and all the Ter 1 B Extensive 
Permanent Grassland prescriptions. 

4J.During each of the 3 years following establishment of 
the grass sward cut the grass, remove the cut crop 
and graze the aftermath. 

44.0n grassland reverted from arable do not exceed an 
average stocking level of 1.4 Livestock Units LU per 
hectare. 

organic or inorganic fertiliser, (except farmyard 
manure); 

lime, slag or any substance designed to reduce 
soil acidity; 

42.After the first 7 months observe all the remaining Tier 

. , 

TIER 3B - REVERSION OF ARABLE LAND TO 
WET GRASSLAND 

Observe prescriptions 40-42 (Tier 3A) plus additional 
prescriptions set out below: 

4S.Agree in writing with the Project Ofiicer and 
implement a grassland management plan which will 
cover grazing and mowing rotations and water level 
management. 

46.Agree in writing with the Project Officer and 
implement a programme for ditch management. 

47.After the first 7 months observe all the remaining Ter 
1 A permanent grassland prescriptions and all the Tier 
1 B Extensive Permanent Grassland and Tier 2 wet 
grassland prescriptions. 

48.0n grassland reverted from arable do not exceed an 
average stocking level of 1.4 Livestock Units LU per 
hectare. 

Cont _-. 



TIER 3C -ARABLE MARGIN BUFFER STRIPS 

Observe prescriptions 40-44 (Tler 3A) plus additional 
prescriptions set out below: 

49.Establish a permanent grass sward over a width of 
5-30 metres usin a seed mixture agreed in writing 
with the Project 8fficer. 

50.Do not apply any inorganic or organic fertiliser or 
pesticides on the buffer strip. 

51 .Agree in writing with the Project Officer and 
implement the appropriate management of the buffer 
strip which may include topping, mowing or 
extensive grazing. 

ACCESS TIER 

52.Make the access route available for public accer;s at 

53.Maintain a free passage over the access route. 

.54.Do not erect new fences on or adjacent to the 

no charge. 

access route without the prior written approval of the 
M i n istry. 

55.Keep the acce5~ route and fields crossed by it free of 
litter and other refuse. 

56.Exclude bulls from the access route and fields 
crossed'by it, except for bulls which: 

do not exceed the age of 10 months; or 

are not of a recognised dairy breed and are at large 
in an field or enclosure in which cows and heifers 
are a Y so at large. 

57.Agree with the Ministry in writing in advance the 
Public Liability Insurance cover which you will 
maintain for the duration of the access agreement. 

58.Provide and maintain adequate means of entry to the 
access route. 

59,Affix and maintain appropriate signboards and 
waymarking. 

60.A~ree with the Ministry in writing whether the riding 
o P horses or cycles may be permitted on the access 
route. 

access route you must agree this with the Mirristry in 
writing in advance. Where temporary closure is 
permitted you must post signs giving notice of the 
intended clo~ure and the reasons for it at each entry 
point to the access route at le+st two weeks in 
advance of the date of closure. 

61. If you wish to apply for temporary closure of the 




