
Natural area: 27. Fenland Lowland Grassland Significance: CONSIDERABLE 

Dewip tion: 
A very distinctive flat, low-lying basin made up of post-glacial peat, clay and silt dcpnsits crossed by the 
rivers Welland, Nene, Ouse, Withain and Glen and their tributaries which drain into the Wash. The 
landscapc has bccn considerably influenced by man, particularly over the last 300 years, with the succersful 
drainage of the area which has resultcd in thc current dominance o f  intensive arable cropping. 

Thc two key remaining areas of grassland are the Ouse and Ncnc Washes which were created during thc 
draining o f  the fen. These now support largc tracts of wet neutral grassland and swamp communities. Small 
areas of fun rncadow ciccur in association with some of the remaining fen complcxcs. 

I 

Key Grassland Types: 
1. 
2. Fen meadow (M22, M24) 

Nationally Rare & Scarce Grassland Plant Spccics: 
Selinum cnwifolin 

Key sites: 
Chippenham Fen (part o f  Fenland pSAC), Ncnc Washes, Ouse Washes 

Associated interests: 
1 .  

2. 
3. 

Wet neutral grassland (MG11, MG13). 

Scmi-improvcd/revcrted wet neutral grassland (including coastal grazing marsh) and associated 
rare/scarce plant spocics 
Swamp and fen communities which occur in a mosaic with wet grassland. 
Brccding and wintering waders and wildfowl associated with wct grassland ('washes') 

I I 
Key Issues: 

0 Hydrology - maintenancc of water tables and flooding rcgimcs 
Opportunities for grassland creation on farmland 

I 1 

r I 

Key Objcctivcs: 
Maintain the current extent of semi-natural grassland in favourable cnnscrvation status 
Restore semi-natural grassland in sub-optimal condition to optimal condition 
Seek opportunities to expand the grassland resource 

I I 
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Natural area: 28. East Anglian Southern Chalk ll Lowland Grassland Significance: NOTABLE 

Descrip tion: 
In contrast to other chalk areas, the chalk in East Anglia is very low, rising to little over 200111, with much 
being covcrcd by glacial drift, 

The gently rolling landscape consists mostly o f  intensive arabk farmland and, with the exception of 
Newtnarkc,t and Thcrficld Hcaths, only fragments of chalk grassland remain on steep slopes and on 
roadsides, green lanes and churchyards. 

Small areas c i f  fen meadow occur in assciciation with springs emanating from the base of the chalk. 

Key Grassland Types: 
1. 
2. Fen Meadow (M22) 

Nationally Rare & Scarce Grassland Plant Specics: 
Ajuga chamnepitys, Runium bulbocasfanum, Cirsium tuberosum, Clinopodium mlamintha, Dimfhilus &hid.%, 
Euphrasin pscudokmxri, Ilirnantoglossurn hircinum, Hypochaeris macdata, lberis amara, Linum perenne subsp 
anglicurn, Medicago sativa subsp falcafa, Vrchis ustulata, Phlcum phleoides, Potentilla neumnnlna, Pulsatilla vulgaris, 
Scscli libanotis, Trphmsrris integrifllin, Thcsiurn humifusum, Trifolium ochroleucon, Vcronka spicata subsp spicata. 

Key sites: 
Newmarket Heath, Therfield Heath 

Associated interests: 
1. 
2. Chalk scrub 
3. Chalk heath 
4. 

Calcarcous (Chalk) grassland (CGZc, CG3a,brc,d, C G a ,  CG6,CE7a,dr MGSb on chalk) 

Ureeding and wintering birds of dry grassland. 

Invertebrates associated with chalk grassland/scrub 

I 

Key Issues: 
Lack of grazing/undergrazing 
Opportunities for grassland creation on farmland 
Hydrology - maintenance of water tables 
Recreational pressurc/constraints on certain chalk passland sites 

Kcy Objectives: 

Maintain the current extent of semi-natural grasdaand in favourable conscrvation status 
Restore semi-natural grassland in sub-optimal condition to optimal condition 
Seek opportunities to expand the grassland resource 

I 

I 
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Natural area: 29. Breckland Lowland Grassland Significance: OUTSTANDING I/ 
Description: 
An extcnsivc, low-lying arca crf low rainfall and continental type climate with significant rcmaining arcas of 
dry 'grass-heath' developed on glacial sands and gravels riverlying the Cretaceous Chalk, I'redominantly 
an arable farming area with substantial tracts of conifcrous plantation woodland. sC)ils vary from shallow 
calcareous rendzinas where the chalk is exposed to  acid podxols on superficial sands. Locally, valley 
springs give rise to  impeded drainage and thcsc support fcn mcadow and rush paslure communities. 

An area of outstanding interest for its semi-natural calcareous and acid grassland4 which include sub- 
communities found nowhere else in England. 

Key Grassland Typcs: 
1. 
2. 
3. 

Nationally Rare & Scarce Grassland Plant Speies: 
Ajuga chmaepitys, Alyssum alyssodes, Artemisia campesfris, C a m  cricctorum, Clinopodium calamintha, Crassula 
tillam, Dianthus dcltoides, Euphrasia psewdoktrrneri, Festuca longifoh, Hypochaeris glnbra, f l .  maculata, Linum 
p r e n m  subsp anglicurn, Mtdicqo satiua subsp falmta,  Minwlrtia hybrida, Muscari atlanticum, Peumhnum palustre, 
E'hlmm phlcoiks, Vrchis milifaris, Thcsium humifusurn, Thymus serpyllum, Trifolium suffocafum, Veronica spzcata 
subsp spiwrta, V .  uera,  Vulpia unilat~ralis, Scleranthus perennis, Silent: arnica, S. otites 

Calcareous grassland (CGZ,a,c, CG3b,c, CGGa, CG7arb, E & d, MG5b) 
Acid grassland (Ula,b,c,d,e,f, UZa) / Inland 'Sand dunc' grassland (SD8a,b, SDlOb) 
Fen meadow (M22, M24, M27) 

Key sites: 
Breckland pSAC (includes Barnham Heath, lcklingharn Heaths, Foulden Common, Foxhole Heath, 
Lakcnheath - Elvcdon Heaths, Maidcross Hill, Kex Graham Kcscrvc pSAC, Stanford - Wretham Heaths, 
Thetfcwd Warren, Thctfcrrd Heath, Thompson Common, Weeting Heath). 

Associafcd intcrcsts: 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 

Dry lowland heathland (Hl) occurs in a mosaic with acid and calcareous grassland. 
Breeding and wintering birds associated with dry grassland and heathland 
Invertebrates associated with the suite of "Brcck" grasslands 
Assemblages of rarcjscarce bryophytcs and lichens associated with acid/calcareous grassland 

I 

Key Issues: 
Lack of grazing/undergrazing 
Hydrology - maintenance of water tables/water quality 
Opportunities for grassland creation on farmland 
Breckland ESA cspccially need to increase attractiveness of re-crcalion tier 

I 

Key Objcctivcs: 

rn 

Maintain the current cxtcnt of semi-natural grassland in favourable conscrvation status 
Restore semi-natural grassland in suboptimal condition to optimal condition 
Scck nppcrrtunitics to expand the grassland resource 
Advocate to MAFF thc ncvd to rcvicw ESA payments for grassjhcath creation 
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Natural area: 30. North Norfolk I1 II Lowland Grassland Significance: SOME I 
Description: 
A low-lying, gently rolling area underlain by Crctaccous chalk, Plei.;tncene Crag deposits and a small area of 
Grccnsand which arc, in turn, mostly covered by glacial sands, gravels and clays. Thc area i s  largely arable 
farmland and the principnl areas nf semi-natural Iiabitat occur on the coast. Small fragments of calcareous, 
acid grassland and fun mcadow/rush pasture do, however occur inland. 

Kcy Grassland Typcs: 
1. 
2. 
3. Acid grassland (U1) 

Calcareous (Chalk) grassland (CG2a, CG7, MC5b on chalk) 
Fcn mcadow/rush pasturc (M22, M24, M25, M27) 

Nationally Karc & Scarce Grassland Plant Species: 
Clinopodium cdamintha, Crassula tillnrxz, Euphrash pseudokereri, Hypodmmis glahra, Minuarti!a hybrida, Silenr 
conica 

Kcy sitcs: 

Associated intcrcsts: 
’ I .  

2. 
3. 

Semi-improved wet neutral grassland (including coastal grazing marsh) and associated rarc/scarcc 
plant spccics 
Breeding and wintering birds associatcd with wet neutral grassland 
Invertebrates associated with ditch systems of wet neutral grassland 

I 
Kcy Issues: 

Lack o f  grahg/undergrazing 
I’rcssurc for agricultural intensification 
Opportunities for grassland creation on farmland 
Hydrology - maintcnancc of watcr tables 
Lack of knowlcdgc of the grassland resource, particularly acid grassland 

I 

Key Objectives: 

0 

Maintain the current extent of scmf-natural grassland in favourable conservation status 
Rcstorc scmi-natural grassland in sub-optimal condition to optimal condition 
Seek opportunities to expand the grassland resource including in relation to coastal management 
planning 
Consider instigation of targeted grassland survey 

I 
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Natural arca: 37. Brrradland Lowland Grassland Significance: SIGNIFICANT 

Description: 
A low-lying flat arca containing extensive tracts of  freshwater wetland liabitat in arcas of former peat 
cutting in the valleys of rivers such as the Waveney, Burc and Yarc. Thc Broads has liistorically been 
utilised for pasturage and othcr wctland products such as reed, fish, game and peat for fucl. I’rincipal semi- 
natural Iiabitats include fens/mires, wet grassland, rccdbcd and open water. 

The arca is of outstanding importancc for nature conservation given the range and extent of habitats, The 
fen meadow and rush pasture communities are the kcy unimprovcd grassland types and there are largc 
tracts of semi-improvcd wct grassland of importance for birds. 

Key Grassland Typcs: 
1. 
2. 
3. Acid grassland (U11 

Nationally Rare & Scarce Grassland Plant Spdcs:  
hthyrus pcllustris, Peucednnurn palustre. 

Key sites: 
Hickling Broad & Marshcs 

Associated intcrcsts: 
1. 

Fen meadowhsh pasture (M22c,d, M23, M24) 
Wet neutral grassland (MG8, MG13)) 

Semi-improved /reverted wet neutral grassland (MG6, MCY, MG10)) with its constituent brccding and 
wintcring birds and rare/scarce plant species (the latter ciftcn occur whcre there is a brackish 
influence) 
Swamp, fen, mire, c a n  and open water habitats 
Invertcbratcs and rare/scarce vascular plants assnciated with ditches 

2. 
3. 

I 

Key Issues: 

0 

Lack uf grazing/mowing and undergraling 
Hydrohby - maintenance and raising of watcr tablcs 
Maintenance and improvement o f  water quality 
Maintcnancu cif sea defences tn maintain freshwater habitats 
Opportunitics for thc cnhanccment/restoration of  semi-improvcd grassland and reversion of 
arable to grassland 

r t 

Key Objectives: 

0 

Maintain the current extent of semi-natural grassland in favourable conservation status 
Rcstorc semi-natural grassland in sub-optimal condition to optimal condition 
Seek opportunities tn expand the grassland rcsourcc 
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1 

Natural arca: 32. Suffolk Coast and Hcaths Lowland Grassland Significance: NOTABLE 

Description: 
This arca lies bctwccn Kcssingland and Harwich on the Suffolk roast and runs approximately 15km inland. 
The Pleistocene Crag deposits are partly covered by superficial sands and gravel which give rise to light acid 
sandy soils. 

Inland fragmunts of Iieathland and acid grassland occur in a matrix of intcnsive arable land and afforested 
areas. The estuaries and shingle nf the coast support R major concentration of maritirnc and para-maritime 
habitats including wct grassland thc latter bcing primarily of impnrtance for breeding and wintering birds. 

Key Grassland Types: 
1. Acid grassland (U1) 
2. 
3. Neutral grassland WG5) 

Nationally Karc & Scarcc Grassland Plant Species: 
Alyssum alyssuidcs, Crassula tillara,liypoclzaeris glabra, Muscnri atalanticurn, MEdicago satioa suhsp falcafa, Minuartia 
hybrida, Peurda num pal ust re Trifol ium orholmcon. 

Key sites: 
Minsmcrc/Westleton Heaths 8r Marshes 

Associatcd intcrcsts: 
1. 
2. 
3. 

4. 
5.  

Fen meadowhush pasture (M22, M23, M25) 

Lowland heathland (HI) ('Sandling heaths') occurs in a mosaic with acid grassland. 
Brccding birds associated with acid grassland /heath 
Rare/scarce vascular plants associated with semi-improved/ rcvcrted wet neutral grassland 
(MC6,MC7, MGY, MG10) and associated ditches 
Wintering birds o f  wet neutral grasslandlgrazfng marshes 
Invertebrates associated with grazing marsh ditches 

I 

I I 

Key Issues: 
a Lack of grazing/undcrRrazinR 
0 

a 
Opportunities for grassland crcation on farmland 
Hydrology - maintenance /restoration o f  water tables 

Key Objcctivcs: 
Maintain the current extent o f  semi-natural grassland in favourable conservation status 
Restore semi-natural grassland in sub-optimal condition to optimal condition 
Seek opportunities to  expand the grassland rcsourcc 
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I Lowland Grassland Significance: NOTABLE 11 Natural area: 33. East Anglian Plain II 

Description: 
A low-lying undulating area rarely excwding lOOm and underlain by Tertiary Clay and Cretaceous Chalk 
which is in turn mostly nverlain by glacial drift. An intensively farmed but "ancient" landscape often 
composcd of small fields and boundary fcatiircs such as old hedgerows and veteran trees. The arca rctains 
many surviving fragments o f  semi-natural habitat including ancient woodland, fen and grassland. 

Thc area i s  of particular note for the remaining areas of species-rich neutral grassland and fen meadow. 

Key Grassland Types: 
1. Neutral grassland (MG4, MGS) 
2. Fen meadows (M2ZtM24,M27) 
3, Acid grassland (U1) 
4. 

Nationally Rare & Scarcc Grassland I-'lant Spccics: 
heras anthropoyhorum,Chnmaemelum noDile,Clinvpodium calamintha, Fritillnrin rndFagris,Gastridium 
v~nfrocosum,O~nnanthc silaifolia, Pcucchnum palustre, Trifolium oclzroleucoiz, T. ~u f fn~a tum,  Vulpin unilateralis. 

Key sites: 
Monewden Meadows, Wavemy & Little Ouse Vallcy Pens pSAC (includes Redgrave-South Lopham Fen) 

Associated interests: 
1 .  
2. 

3. 

Calcareous (Chalk) grassland (CG2, CG7) 

Transition from fen meadow to fen and mire communities 
Wet grassland (much is semi-improvedlrevurtcd wct neutral grassland) cif interest for brccding and 
wintering birds and invertebrates 
Veteran trees bordering grassland with associated invertebrates and lichens 

I 

I 
Key Issues: 

Prcssurc for agricultural intensification 

I 

Lack of grazinglmowing and undergraxing including dclclinc in aftermath grazing of hay 
meadows 

Hydrology - maintenance/restoration of water tables 
Opportunities for grassland crcation on farmland 
Part of MC5 resource confined to non agricultural situations such as roadside verges and 
churchyards 
L3ck of knowledge of the grassland resource 

* 1 
Key Objectives: 

Maintain thc current extent o f  semi-natural grassland in favourable conservation status 
Rustorc scmi-natural grassland in sub-optimal condition to optimal condition 
Seek opportunities to cxpand the grassland resource 
Consider instigation of targeted grassland survey 

I 
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Natural arm: 34. Chilterns Lowland Grassland Slgnificancc: SIGNIFICANT 

Description: 
A rangc of chalk hills disscctcd by dry valleys with a prominent west and north-west facing scarp slope and 
bounded to the north and south by low-lying valcs. The Chilterns rise to c.260rn and decline in height from 
wcst t o  east. The landscape i s  well-wooded with beechwoods being especially prominent but nonetheless 
much o f  the area is intensively cultivatcd and thcrc arc a number of substantial urban settlements including 
Luton. h tchcs  nf superficial deposits including clay with flints and gravcls occur ovcr the chalk and the 
chalk grassland tcnds to occur on thc stccper slopes with thin soils. 

The area is cif note for its calcareous grassland communities which support a rangc of rare and scarce 
vascular plant species. 

Key Grassland Types: 
1. 

Nationally Rare & Scarce Grassland Plant Spccics: 
Aceras antkropophorum, Ajuga rkamacpitys,Bunium bulborasfanurn, Clinnpodium calamintha, Dianthus arm&, D. 
deltoides, Euphrasia pseudokerneri, Galium purnilum,Gentiandla anglica, G. cilhfrr, G. gcrrnanica, Herminiinn 
monnrckis,lbmk amara, Orchis militaris, 0. simh, 0. ustulata, Pulsatilla vulgaris, Salwia pratmsis, Seseli libanofis, 
Tephroseris iiztegrifolia, Thesium humifusum, Vulpia unilateralis 

Key sites: 
Astcrn Kowant, Barton Hills, Coombe Hill, Ellesbornugh & Kimble Warrens, Crangclands 8t T’ulpit Hill, 
Ivinghoe Hills, Steps Hill & Pitstone Hill, Knocking Hoc 

Associated interests: 
1. 
2. 
3. 

Calcareous (Chalk) grassland (CEZa,c,d CGSa,b,c,d, CGQa,b,c, CG5a,b, CGGa,b, CG’la,d 

Breeding birds of calcareous grassland and scrub 
Invertebrates of calcarcous grassland and scrub 
Uryophyte & lichen assemblages of Chalk grassland 

I 
Key Issues: 

a Lack of grazing/undcrgrazing 
0 

Rabbit managcmcnt 
Opportunities for creation of chalk grassland on farmland 

Key Objectives: 
Maintain the current extent of semi-natural grassland in favourable conservation status 
Restore semi-natural grassland in sub-nptimal condition to optimal condition 
Seek opportunities to expand thu grassland rcsnurce 
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Natural area: 35. Oxford Clay Vales Lowland Grassland Significance: CONSIDERABLE 

Description: 
An area of intensively farrncd low-lying vale cxtcnding from north Wilkhire klirough Oxfordshire into 
Buckinghamshirc. The valc is almost completely surrounded by calcareous rocks but is undcrlain by 
Jurassic clays which are partly covered by glacial deposits. The landscape consists of a mosaic of pasture 
and arablc land often bounded by specks-rich hedgerows together with a network of ditches and small 
streams. 

The flood plains of the Uppcr Thames and its tributarics support exceptionally important cuhccntrations of 
wet neutral grasslands with the concentration of alluvial flood mcadows being of special significance. 
Drier neutral grasslands are also of significancc in thc clay vale. 

1 1 
Key Grassland Types: 
1. 
2. Dry neutral grassland (MG5) 
2. Fen meadow (M22) 

Nationally Rare & Scarce Grassland I-’lant Species: 
Apium rqxns, Carexfdifurmis, Fritillaria mdcqrk ,  Oenanthe si lnifolh 

Key sites: 
Chimney Meadows, North Meadow 8.1 Clattinger Farm pSAC (includes Clattinger Farm, Oakscy and 
North Meadow, Cricklade), Pike Corner, Oxford Mcadows pSAC (includes Pixey & Yarnton Mcads 8r h r t  
Meadow), Wcndlebury Mcads. 

Associated interests: 
1 .  

Wet neutral grassland (MG4, MG13) 

Breeding birds of wet neutral grassland 
I 
I 

Key Issucs: 
Lack nf mowing/gwing including aftermath grazing of meadows 
Hydrology - lowered water tables and reduced frequency of flooding 
Pressure for agricultural intensification 
Ovcrgrazing by horses on selected sites 

0 Pressure for development particularly gravel extraction 
0 Opportunities for grassland creation on farmland 

Key Objectives: 
0 

b 

Maintain thc current cxtent of semi-natural grassland in favourable conservation status 
Restore semi-natural grassland in suh-optimal conditicm to optimal condition 
Stvk opportunitics to cxpand the grassland resource 
Ensure strong policics for grassland conservation appear in structurc/dcvelopment plans 
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Natural arca: 36. Oxford Hcights I1 Lowland Grassland Significance: NOTABLE I 

Description: 
The clay vale of Wiltshire and Oxfordshire is interrupted by a discontinuous ridge of Jurassic Curallian rocks, 
including limcstone and sandstones, which form a low escarpment, rarely cxcccding 100111, and often known 
as the Oxford Heights. The ridge is Intensively farmed but is rclativcly well-wooded. The area contains 
nntablc areas of neutral grassland and fen meadow together with smaller fragments of calcareous and acid 
grassland. 

I 
Key Grassland Types: 
1. Neutral grassland (MG5) 
2. Fen meadow (M24) 
3. Acid grassland (U1) 
4. 

Nationally Kare & Scarce Grassland Plant Spwies: 
Dinnfhus deltoides, H,ypochneris glabm, Minuartin h y b d a ,  Silmc cunicn, Vulpin unilateralis 

Kcy sitcs: 
Cothill Fen & Parsonage Moor 

Associated interests: 
1 .  
2. 

Calcareous (Jurassic limestnne) grassland (CG3) 

Acid grassland occurs in a mosaic with HI heathland 
Invertebrate fauna of ‘grass-heath’ and fen meadows 

Key Issues: 
rn Lack of graxing/undcrgrazing 

I I’rcssure for agricultural intensification 
Overgrazing by horses 

Hydrology- watcr abstraction leading to Powered water tables 

Opportu nikies for grassland creation on farmland 
cmsuring positive management o f  semi-natural grasslands situated within golf courscs 

Key Objectives: 
I 
rn 
I 

Maintain the current extent of semi-natural grassland in favourable conservation status 
Restore semi-natural grassland in sub-optimal condition to optimal condition 
Scck opportunitie.; to expnnd the grassland resource 
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Naitur:ll iltei: 37. Wessex Downs II 
Description: 
Thc rolling ch:zlk downs in North-cast Wiltshire, Berkshire and south-west Oxfordshire arc sqwated from the Chiltern Hills 
to lhc Gist by the Goring Gap a n d  h m  the South Wessex Downs to the south by the Vale of Pcwsey. The am? consists 
primarily of- intensive l>micd amble Irmd although there are some substantial blocks of woodkmd, wood pash~re nnd 
pSSkmd.  

The calcareous gmslmds are the principal intcrcst o f  the arca although the nationally rme neutral flood pa%ture/mmdow 
associated with chalk rivcrs such a< lhe Lamhourn rind Kcnnct is also of significance. 

Key C;nwl:md Types: 
1. 
2. Wet neutral grmslrmd (MGX) 

Nationally IWc & Scmcc Gr:id;tnd Plimt Species: 
Cmrstium pumilum, Cirsium luberosrun, Euphrosio pseudokerneri, Genlionellu rmglica. G .  germanicn, Herm'niurn 
monorchis, Iheris urruzru, Orchis uslulutu, Phyleumrr orbiculare, Pulscitilln vulgnris, Salvia I.'rulensts,%ephroserls 
intiyifolia, Teucrirnm bolrys, Thesium humifusum 

Key siks: 
Aston Upthorpe Downs, Pewsey Downs (pSAC) 

Associated interests: 
1. 
2. 
3 .  

Calcareous (Chalk) grassland (CG2a,b, c,  CG3a,h,c.d, CG4a,b, C G h ,  MGSb on chalk) 

Invei-tehtes msociated with chalk grassland including rare Lqidaptera and Orthnptera 
Breeding w'ders o f  wet grawland 
Rreeding ,and wintering birds of dry p ~ s l a n d  

Key Issues: 
Lack of gr;tzing/undergr,?zIng 

* 
Pressure for agricultural intensification 

0 

Pressure for development especially road schemes 
Hydrology - mainten'mce of water tables and Ilooding regimes 

Recreational pressure inhibiting chalk grass1:ind management 

I 
Key Objectives: 

a Maintain the current extcnl oC semi-naturd grassland in favourable conservation status 
Restore semi-natural grassland in sub-optimal condition to optimal condition 
Seek opportunities to expand the grwsland resource 
Seek to ensure strong policies for grmslrmd conservation appe;*r in developnient/structure/subject pkans 
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.. 
Natural area: 38. Lnndnn I3asin Lowland Grassland Significance: NOTABLE 

Dcscription: 
An expanse of  low-lying terrain extending some 100km west of London to Newbury and bounded to thc 
north and south by chalk hills. It  is drained by the river Thames and its tributaries. Thc arca is underlain 
mostly by Tertiary London Clay although nther rocks including sands and gravels also occur. Glacial drift 
obscures the Tchary  rocks in Esscx. This large area exhibits great variety of  scenery which rcflects the 
variation in soils, gm-rlngy, hydrology and past land use and it also includes densely populated urban and 
industrial arcas. 

I Thc arca supports a range of grassland types but is cif particular importancc for wet and acid grasslands. I 

Key Grassland Types: 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 

Nationally Rare & Scarce Grassland Plant Species: 
C a m  fi\ifwmis, C. munfana, Charnuemclurn nobile, Clinopodium ralamintha, Crassula fillaea, Dianthus deltoides, 
Fritillariu rnehgris, Gastridhrn amfrocosurn, Uenanthe silaifolia 

Wct ncutral grassland (MEd, MG11) 
Fcn mcadow (M22, M23, M25) 
Acid grassland (UI, U2, U4) 
Dry ncutral grassland (MC5a, b) 

Key sites: 

Associated interests: 
1. Wet ncutral grassland (including semi-improved /reverted wet neutral grassland) nf interest for 

brccding birds 

I I 
Key Issucs: 

0 Preswre for industrial/urban dcvclopmcnt 
0 Agricultural intensification 

Lack o f  grwing/undergrazing 
Hydrology - maintenance o f  water tables and flooding regimes 
Opportunities for grassland crcation on farmland and in urban centres 

I 
Key Objcctivcs: 

Maintain thc current cxtent of semi-natural grassland in favourable conservation status 
Restore semi-natural grassland in sub-optimal condition to optimal condition 
Seek opportunities to expand the grassland rusourcc 
%ek to ensure that strong policics for grassland conservation appcar in development/strucfurc 
plans 

I 
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Natural arm: 39. Thamcs Marshcs 
(now forms part o f  the Landguard Point to 
Whitstable Maritime Natural Area (MY)) 

LowIand Grassland Slgnificanco: SOME 

Description: 
This low-lying arm underlain by marine alluvium and London Clay, flanks the Thames, Medway and Swalu 
Estuaries and the Essex Coast. 

The principal habitats includc salt marsh, river channels and wet grassland or grazing marsh with the 
associated network crf drainage ditchcs. The latter are of particular importance for breeding and wintering 
waders and wildfowl and invertebrates and vascular plants associated with the ditches. The grazing rnarshcs 
are largely semi-improvcd or reverted grassland and thus are not of particular interest from a grassland 
community perspective. 

I 
Key Grassland Types: 
1. Wet neutral grassland 

Nationally Rare & Scarce Grassland Plant Spcci~s: 

Key sites: I 
Associated interests: 
1 .  

2. Invertebrates associated with ditches 

Wct neutral grassland/grazing marsh (mostly semi-improvcdJrcvcrtcd MGh, MG7, MG9, MGIO) of 
importancc for breeding birds and roosting and wfntcring waterfowl and scarce vascular plants 

I 

r I 
Key Issues: 

prcssurc fcrr agricultural intensification 

lack of grazing/undcrgrazing 
relative sea level rise 

pressure for industrial/ urban development 

opportunities for grassland creation on farmland 

Key Objective.;: 
Maintain the current extent of semi-natural grassland in favourable conservation status 
Restore semi-natural grassland in sub-optimal condition to optimal condition 
Scck opportunities to expand the grassland rcsource 
Seek to ensure that strong policies for grassland conservation appear in developmont/structare 
plans 
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Natural area: 40. North Kent Plain II II Lowland Grassland Significancc: SOME 

Description: 
An area with a divcrsc landscapo and including soft and hard coastal cliffs, sand dunes, low-lying marshy 
terrain associated with the river Stow valley and estuary and rolling inland countryside which includes the 
Blcan Woods complex. Thc arca includes the coastal towns of Margate and Herne Bay. The altitudc ranges 
from sea level to c. hOm. The solid gt.r)logy of  the area consists of Tertiary clays, sands and gravels and 
Cretaceous chalk. 

Key habitats in the area include saltmarsh, sand dune, maritimc grassland and cliff communities, swamps 
and broad-lcavcd woodland. While wet grassland i s  extensive, much is semi-improvcd, and its importance 
stems mainly from i t s  bird and invertebrate assemblages. 

t 
Key Grassland Types: 
1, Wet neutral grassland 

Nationally Karc Rr Scarce Grassland Plant Species: 
Cerastium pumilum, Clinopodium calarnintha, Dhantlzus armeria, Minuarfin hybrid# 

Key sites: I 
Associated interests: 
1. 

2. 
3. 
4. 

Scmi-improved /reverted wet neutral grassland including coastal grazing marsh (MG6, MG7) and 
associated rarcjscarcc vascular plants 
Breeding and wintering birds o f  wet grassland 
Invertebrates of wet grassland ditches 
Wetland plant communities including swamps and rccdbcds 

Key Issucs: 
pressure fnr agricultural intensification 

0 

0 

hydrology ~ maintenance of watcr tablcs and flooding regimes 
pressure for urban/industrial development including roads 
opportunities for grassland creation on farmland 

Key Objectives: 

Maintain the current extent o f  semi-natural grassland in favourable conservation status 
Restore scrni-natural grassland in sub-optimal condition to optimal condition 
Seek oppnrtunities to expand the grassland rcsourcc 
kwk to cnsurc that strong policies for grassland conservation appear in developmentjstructurc 
plans 
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11 Natural arm: 41. North Downs I Lowland Grassland Significance: SIGNIFICANT 11 

Description: 
The North Downs consist o f  R range o f  chalk hills of varying altitude and width separating the London basin 
and thc Grccnsand. Thc casturn end of thc Downs arc marked by the cliffs in the Dover area. In placcs 
superficial deposits civerlay the chalk. The escarpment is cut by a number of rivers including the Mole, Wey, 
Stour, Darent and M~dway .  

The Downs are intensively cultivated and the rcmaining chalk grassland is highly fragmented and often 
suffers from undcrgrazing. Thc remaining resource i s  significant in a national context and provides a Incus for 
rare calcicolous vascular plants . 

Kcy Grassland Types: 
1. 

Nationally Rare Rr Scarce Grassland Plant Species: 
Aums anthropcrphmrurn, Ajuga rhamacpitys, Althaca hirsuta, Cerastium purnilum, Chopodium mlamintha, Dianthus 
armerin, D. ddtodes, Euphrasia pseudokerneri, Galium purnilum, Gentianella anglira, Herminium monorchis, Illeris 
amara, Miriunrfin hybrida, C+hrys hc~loscrim, 0. sphegodes, Orchis sirnk, Urchis ustulatn, Orobanclrc a r t d s n e -  
carnjmtris, 0. ca yopyllacca, Phytmma orbiculare, Polygala amarella, IMnanthus angustifolius, Salvia pratensis, 
Tephrosen's integrifolia, Teucrium botrys, Thhcsiiim humifusurn, Vulpia unilateralis 

Key sites: 
Folkcstonc-Elchinghall Escarpment (pSAC), Hackliurst And Whitc Downs, Halling-Trottiscliffe, Lydden k 
Temple Ewe11 Downs @SAC), Mole Cap to Keigate Escarpment, Purple Hill & Queendown Warmn (pSAC), 
Whitc Downs, Wouldam-Detling Escarpment, Wye Downs 

Asscrciatcd intcrcsts: 
1. 
2. 
3. 

Calcareous (Chalk) grassland (CG2a,c, CG%a,b,c,d, CG4a,b,c, CE5a,b, CG6t, CG7crd, MG5b on chalk) 

Invertebrates o f  calcareous grassland and scrub 
Scrub communities on Chalk including Bums sempwviruvls scrub 
Brccding birds of calcareous grassland and scrub 

1 
Key Issues: 

Lack of grazing/undergrazing 
Pressure for urbanjindustrial development 
Opportunitics for grassland crcation on farmland 

J 

Key Objectives: 

Maintain the current cxtcnt of scmi-natural grassland in favourable conscrvation status 
TZestnre semi-natural grassland in sub-optimal condition to optimal condition 
Scck npportunitics to expand the grassland resource espccillly on arable land which was forrncrly 
chalk grassland 
Scck to cnsurc that strong pnlicies for grassland conscrvation appear in developmcnt/struc~ure 
plans 
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Natural area: 42. Komney Marsh Lowland Grassland Significance: SOME 

Description: 
A low-lying, flat tract of land travcrscd by slow-flowing watercourses and underlain by clays and silts which 
are in turn overlain with alluvium. The .area has been substantially draincd but remains primarily pastoral in 
charactcr. 

The area includes Dungeness, the largest accumulation o f  coastal shinglc in England, which forms .a 
distinctivc forcland. 

Much of the remaining wet grassland is semi-improved and this and asscrciatcd wetland communities are 
primarily of interest for thcir brccding and wintering birds. 

I 
Kcy Grassland Typcs: 
1. Wet ncutral grassland 

Nationally Karc Rr Scarcc Grassland Plant Species: 

Key sites: 

Associatcd interests: 
1. 
1. 
2. 

Semi-improved/revertcd wct grassland (grazing marsh) with associated rare/scarcc vascular plants 
Breeding waders, wintering wildfowl and raptors associated with wet grassland 
Invertebrates and vascular plants associatcd with ditches on wet grassland/grazing marsh 

Key Issues: 

I’ressuru for agricultural intensification 
T’ressure for urban/industrial devclopmcnt 
Lack of grazing/undergrazing 
Hydrology I maintcnancc/rcstoration of water tables 
Opportunities for grassland creation on farmland 

Kcy Objcctives: 

0 

0 

Maintain thc current extent of semi-natural grassland in favourable conservation status 
Restore semi-natural grassland in sub-optimal condition to optimal condition 
Seek npportunities to expand the grassland rcsourcc 
Seek to unsure that strong policics for grassland conservation appear in devclopment/structure 
plans 
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Natural area: 43. Low Weald Lowland Grassland Significance: SOME 

I 
Dcscriptinn: 
A largely low-lying, gently undulating area underlain by Lowcr Cretaceous Wealden Clays and Sandstoncs 
which gives rise to mildly acidic 'heavy' soils. Thc arm i s  traversed by rivers such the Adur, Arun, Molc and 
Way. An intensively farmed area with arable and dairy enterprises being predominant. However, the area 
retains a wooded feel with the presencc of hcdgcd fields and hcdgcrow trees. 

Small areas of  unimproved grassland do  occur but arc gcncrally scarcc and form a highly fragmented 
resource, 

I 

Kcy Grassland Types: 
1. Dry Neutral grassland (MG5a,c) 
2. Acid grassland (U1, U2) 
3. Fcn mcadow/rush pasture (M22a, M23a, M24a,c) 

Nationally Rare Rt Scarce Grassland Plant Species: 
Chamatrrnelum nobile, Gastridium uentrocosurn,Oenaizthc silaifolia 

Kcy sites: 

Associated intcrcsts: 
1. Breeding birds associated with unimprovcd/scmi-improved wet neutral grassland and fen 

meadow /rush pasture 

I I 
Kcy lssucs: 

Pressure for agricultural intensification 
Hydrolngy - maintenance o f  water tables 
Lack crf appropriate agricultural management especially aftermath grazing nf meadows 
Opprirtunities for gassland creation on farmland including 'buffering' of  existing sitcs 

I I 

r 
Kcy Objectivw: 

Maintain thc current cxtent rrf semi-natural grassland in favourable conservation status 
Restore semi-natural grassland in sub-optimal condition to optimal condition 
Scck opportunitics to expnnd the grassland resource 

I 
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Natural arca: 44. High Wmld ll II Lowland Grassland Significancc: NOTABLE 

Description: 
A wcll-wooded rolling landscape cut by steep-side valleys rising to c.240 mctres. It i s  composed o f  Cretaceous 
sandstones and siltstones which give rise to largely acid sandy soils. 

A mixed farming area which supports a varicty of scmi-natural habitats including broad-hved woodland, 
lowland hcathland and grassland. The area includes the Pevensuy Levc!ls an  cxtcnsivc area of coastal grazing 
marsh which, despite its ornithological and cntomological interest does nnt contain much scmi-natural 
grassland. Thc kcy intcrest from a grassland perspwtive are the remaining fragments of neutral grassland 
and fen meadow. 

Key Grassland Types: 
1. Dry neutral grassland MG5a,c 
2. Fcn mcadaw (MU, M25) 
3. 

Nationally Rare & Scarce Grassland Plant Species: 
Chamaemelum nobile,Clinopodium calamintha, Peurcdanum palusfrc 

Dry acid grassland (Illa, U2, U4) 

Kcy sites: I 
Associated interests: 
1. 

2. 

Semi-improved wet grassland (including grazing marsh) of importance for breeding and wintering 
birds and rare/scarcc vascular plants. 
Breeding birds associated with acid grassland/ hcathland mosaics 

I 
Kcy Issucs: 

0 

a Ovcrgrazing by horses 
a 
0 

Prcssurc for urban/industrial develnpment 
rn 

Pressure for agricultural intcnsifiration including conversion from hay to silage 

Lack of graxing/undergraxing including lack of aftermath gra/ing o f  meadows 
Hydrology I mainfenancc of watcr tablcs 

Opportunities for grassland creation on farmland 

Key Objectives: 
a 

rn 

Maintain the current extent o f  semi-natural grassland in favourable conservation status 
Restore semi-natural grassland in sub-optimal condition to optimal condition 
Scok opportunities tn expand the grassland resourcc 
Seek to ensure that strong policies for grassland conservation appear in develnpment/structurc 
plans 
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II Natural area: 45, %uth Downs I Lowland Grassland Significance: CONSIDERABLE II 
I I 

Description: 
The South Downs form the eastern end uf the Crctacwus chalk outcrop which extends from Wiltshire (Wcsscx 
Downs) through Hampshire into Sussex whcre it forms a prominent escarpment rising to 253 mctres. ?he 
chalk i s  dissected by the valleys o f  the Ouse, Adur, Arun and Cuckmcrc rivers which support arms o f  
wetland vegetation. Tlic Downs support important concentrations of chalk grassland and scrub on rcndzina 
soils. The agriculture consists of mixed farming on an intensive scalc with shcep and cereal cropping being 
the dominant entcrpriscs. 

I 
Kcy Grassland Types: 
1. 
2.  Acid grassland (U1, U4) 

Nationally Rare & Scarcc Grassland I-'lant Species: 
Armas anthropophorrm, BuplLwrcwrn baldensc, Carex divisa, Dimthus am&, Euphrasia pseudokerneri, Getitianella 
anglica, Herminiurn rnonorchis, Minuartia hybrida, Oph y s  spkgudes,  Orchis ustulata, Phyteurna orbimlarc, Seseli 
lil7anotis, Silcnc nutans, Tt:phrlrtaeris integr~oli.1, Thesium humifusurn 

Key sites: 
Cuckmere Haven-Ueachy Head, Fulking Escarpmont-Newtimber Hill, Castle Hill (pSAC), Marting Downs, 
Heyshott Down, Kinglcy Valc, Lcwcs Downs (pSAC), Lullington Heath & Dwp Dean 

Associated interests: 
1. Chalk scrub 
2. Chalk Heath (H8c) 
3. 

4. 

5 .  
6. 

Calcareous (chalk) grassland (CGlc, CC2 a,b,c, CG3 a,b,c, CG4afb, CGh,  MG5b 

Lichen and bryophytc asscmblages of selected chalk grassland sites (cg Hcyshott Down, Treyford to 
Bepton Down (not NCR)) 
Lowland scmi-improved/rcvcrted wet neutral grassland (grazing marsh) and associated raTe/scilrcc 

Invcrtcbratcs associated with chalk grassland/scrub 
heeding birds o f  chalk grassland/scrub and lowland wct grassland 

plant species 

I 

-, 

Key Issues: 
a Lack o f  graxing/undergrazing 

liccrcational pressure on selected chalk grassland sites 
Opportunities for grassland creation on farmland 
Kcconciling rare species management with 'community 'management 

I 1 
Key Objectives: 

0 

a 
Maintain thc currcnt extent of semi-natural grassland in favourable conservation status 
Restore semi-natural grassland in sub-optimal condition to c-rptirnal condition 
Scck opportunities t o  expand the grassland rcsourcc 
Producc site objcctivc statements and management briefs for sites where there is a potential 
conflict between community and species management and implement as a priority 

I I 
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Natural arca: 46. Grccnaand Lowland Grassland Significance: SOME 

_. .. - - - 

Description: 
The Greensand area consists o f  a well-wooded steep uscarprncnt in Surrcy and Kent culminating in Leith Hill 
which rises to c.300m above sca Icvcl. The Lower Cretaceous beds consist of sandstoncs and clays. The sandy 
beds give rise to mostly welldrained acid soils with much hcathland, broad-leaved woodland and sornc acid 
grassland. The area is cut by a number of rivers including the Arun, Medway, Molc and Wey whow flood 
plains support a range of wetland habitats including somc grassland. 

Kcy Grassland Typcs: 
1. Acid grassland (Ulb, U4 

Nationally Karc RZ Scarce Grassland Plant Species: 
Charnntwwlum rzohilr, Clinopodium calamintha, Crassula tillam, Hypodiam"s glabra 

Key sites: 

Asscrciatcd interests: 
1. 
2. 
3. 

Acid grassland often occurs in a mosaic with lowland hcath 
Brccding birds of hcath/acid grassland. 
Semi-improved /reverted wet neutral grassland of importance for rare/scarce plants and invcrtobrates 
(mostly associatcd with integral ditch systems) 

I 
Key Issues: 

Pressure for agricultural intensification 
Lack of grazing/undcrgrazing 

0 Incomyntible recreational activity 
a Opportunities for grassland creation on farmland 

4 

Kcy Objcctivcs: 

0 

Maintain the current extent of semi-natural grassland in favourable conservation status 
Restore semi-natural grassland in sub-optimal condition to optimal condition 
Scck opportunities to expand the grassland rescwrcc 

I 1 



Natural arca: 47. Hampshire Chalk ll I/ Lowland Grassland Significance: CONSIDERABLE 

I 
Description: 
The Hampshire Chalk forms part nf the extensive chalk outcrup of ccntral southern England. An intensively 
farmed, rolling area still supporting many rcmaining areas of unimproved chalk grassland rcrnaining 
especially on  steeper slopes over rendzina soils. The rivers Test, ltchen and Menn rise in the area and flow in a 
soutlicrly dircction towards the Solcnt, the gap formed by the latter separates the Hampshire chalk from the 
Snuth Downs to the east. Some small areas nf wet neutral grassland and fcn meadows occur in the river 
valleys. 

I 

f 
Key Grassland Types: 
1. 
2. 

Nationally Karc & Scarce Grassland I’lant Species: 
Au:ras anthropp\iorurn, AjuXa chamaepitys, C a r a  hurnilis, Euphrasia psndohrneri, Galium purnilum, Gentianeh 
ariXlica, G. pmrzanica, Herrninium monorchis, Minuartia hybrida, I’hyfcuma orbicularc, Potcntilla neumannhna, Orrhis 
ustulata, Tcphroseris integrifilia, Tmcrium bof ys, Thcsium humifusurn, Vulpik unilateralis 

Key sites: 
Beacon Hill, Bransbury Common, Burghclere Deacon, Martin & Tidpit Downs, Nnar Mill, Old Winchester Hill, 
Kushmore Down, Stockbridge Down 

Associated interests: 
’I 
2. Chalk heath (H8c) 
3. 
4. 
5. 

Calcarcorrs chalk grassland (CG2a,b,c, CG3a,b,c,d,, CG6a) 
Wct ncutral grassland and fcn meadow (MGX, M22, M24, M25) 

Lichen assemblages o f  selected chalk grassland sites 

Breeding birds o f  chalk grasslandjscrub 
Brccding birds of lowland wet grassland/fen meadow 
Invertebrates associated with chalk grassland and scrub 

I 

1 
Key Issues: 

I-’rcssurc for agricultural intensification 
Lack of grazing/undcrgrazfnR 

I 
Hydrology ~ maintenance o f  water tables and flooding rcgirnes 
Opportunitics for grassland creation on farmland 

Key Objectives: 

Maintain the current cxtunt of semi-natural grassland in favourable conservation status 
Kcstorc semi-natural grassland in sub-optimal condition to optimal condition 
Seek oppurtunities tcr expand thc grassland resource 
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Natural are?: 48. South Coast Plain Lowland Grassland Significance: SOME 

Description: 
This arm of low rclicf, which forms part of the Hampshire basin, is underlain by Tertiary deposits of sands 
and clays and in the east outcrops of  Cretaceous Chalk occur which form higher pound such as at I'ortsdnwn. 
Inland from the coast, the area is mostly arablc farmland with remnants of semi-natural habitat including 
woodland, grassland and mire 

The coast includes a number of estuarine basins and estuaries associatcd with the rivers such as the Adur 
which support a range of habitats such as mudflats , saltmarsh, swamp and wet grassland. Whilc thc lattcr 
habitats are the most importance for nature conservation in thc Natural Area, there are frahments of 
unimprovcd neutral and calcarcous grassland and fen meadow. 

Key Grassland Types: 
1. 
2. 
3. Dry ncutral grassland (MC5) 

Nationally Rare & Scarcc Grassland Plant Spccies: 
Crassula tillaca, Dianthus armi i i z ,  D. a'eltoides, Euphra,sia pseudohrnmi, Minuartia hyD1.ida, Ophps sphepdes, 
Phyteuma orbirularc, Thesium humifusum, 

Key sites: 
The Moors, Bishop Waltham 

Associated interests: 
1 .  
2. 

3. 

calcareous chalk grassland (CGle, CG2a,b,c, CG3a,b,d, CG4a,b, CG5a) 
Fen meadow/rush pasture (M22, M23) 

Urccding and wintering birds of calcareous bpssland 
Rare/scarce vascular plants associated with semi-improved /reverted wet neutral grassland including 
coastal grazing marsh 
Breeding and wintering birds associated with wet neutral grassland 

1 
Key Issues: 

0 Pressure for urban/industrial dcvclopment 
I-lrcssurc from recreational demands 
Lack of graxing/undergrazing 

Prcssurc for agricultural intensification 

Hydrology - maintcnancc of water tables 
Opportunities for grassland creation on farmland 

L 

I 
Key Objectives: 

0 

Maintain the current extent of semi-natural grassland in favuurablc conservation status 
Restcrrc scmi-natural grassland in sub-optimal condition to optimal condition 
Seek opportunities to expand thu grassland resource 
Seek to ensure that strong policies for grassland conservation appear in 
development /structure/ subject plans 

L 
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Natural area: 4Y. lslc uf Wiglit Lowland Graqslnnd Significance: SIGNIFICANT 

Description: 
The Isle cif  Wight consists nf varied genlngy but the dominating feature as far as grasslands are concerned i s  
the outcrop of.the chalk, particularly the central ridge from the Nccdles to Culver Cliff in the east. To the north 
and south of this escarpment, the low lying plains consist of sands and clays. In the south there is an  outlicr of 
Chalk which suppnrts calcareous grassland o n  steep slopes but acid grassland and heathland occur locally 
where the Grecnsand ovcrlics thc Chalk. 

The principal grassland intcrcst relates to the unimproved calcareous grassland on thc Chalk although R few 
neutral grasslands survive o n  the northern plain and thcrc arc also areas of coastal grazing marsh, primarily 
of importance for breeding and wintering birds. 

I I 
Key Grassland Types: 
1. 
2. Dry ncutral grassland (MC5) 

Nationally Karc & Scarce Grassland Plant Spccics: 
Aceras anthropophorum, Cerastium pumilum, Gcntknella anglica, Ornanthe silaifolia, Orchis ustulata, Orubandrc 
nrtemisar-camycstris, Thrsium humifusurn. 

Key sitcs: 
Isle of Wight Downs pSAC including Compton Down and Tcnnyson Down 

Associated interests: 
1 .  

2. 
3. 
4. 

Calcarcous (Chalk) grassland (CEle, CGZa,b,c, C G h ,  CG6a,b) 

Semi-improvcd/rcvcrtcd wet neutral grassland including coastal grazing marsh of importance for 
breeding/wintering birds and rarelscarce vascular plants 
Invcrtcbratcs assnciatcd with calcareous grassland and scrub 
Breeding and wintering birds associated with chalk grasslnnd/scrub 
Liclicn asscmblagcs of selected chalk grassland sites 

Key Issues: 
Lack of  grazing/undcrgr,7zing 
Pressure for agricultural intensification including conversion from hay to silagc 
Oppcirtunities for grassland creakinn on farmland 

I I 
Key Objectives: 

a 
0 

Maintain the current extent of semi-natural grassland in favourable conservation status 
Restore semi-natural grassland in sub-optimal condition to optimal condition 
Stllck oppnrtunitics to expand the grassland resource 

I I 
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Lowland Grassland Significance: OUTSTANDING I Natural area: 50. New Forest 

Description: 
An area dominated by the sandy soils of the Hampshirc basin which overlie Tertiary deposits. Thc New 
Forest arca has an outstanding complex of semi-natural habitats on  a large scale, including hcathland, valley 
mirc, woodland and grassland, Thc area i s  an extensive pastoral system maintenancc of which is necessary 
for conserving the Forest’s considerable nature conscrvation interest. As far as grasslands arc concerned, the 
key communities are wet and dry acid and neutral grasslands, the ’lawns’ and the fen meadows and rush 
pastures. Arcas of wct neutral grassland/pzing marsh also occur along the River Avon and on thc roast. 

Key Grassland Types: ’ 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 

Acid grassland (Uld,c,f, U2, U3, U 8  
New Forest lawns (undetermined in terms of NVC: rnixhrrc of neutral grassland/fen meadow/mhc) 
Fen rneadowhsh pasture (M23, M24c, M25) 
Wet & Dry neutral grassland (MG5, MG8, MG13) 

Nationally Rare & Scarce Grassland Plant Spccies: 
Chamaemelum nobile, Crassula tillaca, Dianfhus armcria, Gastridium nmtrornsum, Ilypod?fl~*s ghbra. 

Key sites: 
New Forest 

Aswciated interests: 
1. 
2. 
3. 

Breeding &wintering birds of wet neutral grassland including grazing marsh. 
Breeding birds associated with acid grassland/l~cath 
Invertebrate intcrcst of grassland communities 

Key Issues: 
Lack of grazing/undergrazing 

Prcmui-e for rccrcational dcvclopment 

I Prcssurc for agricultural intensification 

Hydrology + maintenance of watcr tables 

Opportunitics for grassland creation on farmland 

I I 
Kcy Objectives: 

0 

Maintain thc currcnt extent of semi-natural grassland in favourablc cnnservation status 
Restore semi-natural grassland in sub-optimal condition to optimal condition 
Scck opportunities to expand the grassland resource 
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Natural area: 5 I .  South  Wessex Downs ll II Lowland Grassland Significance: OUTSTANDING 

Descrlpticnn: 
The rolling countryside of tlic South Wessex Downs f o m s  part of the outcrop of the Cretaceous Chalk in 
Southern England. Whilst much of the area is intensively famed, a substantial rcsourcc of calcaraius 
grassland rcmains. 

Salisbury Plain alone is cinc o f  thc largest remaining areas cif calcareous grassland in North-west Europe and 
Porton Down supports a large area of chalk grassland including rare and unusual communities. 

The Rood plains of the river Avon and its tributaries, which cut tlirciugli the Downs, contain areas of wet 
neutral grassland including both wnrking and defunct water meadows. Thc arms of unirnproved wet neutral 
grassland (NVC MGX) are of particular significance as this is a nationally rarc grassland type. 

Kcy Grassland Types: 
1. 
2. 

Calcareous (Chalk) grassland (CGZa,b,c, CG3a,b,c,d, CG4a,b,c, CGSa, CG6a,b, CG%,c,d,c, MG5b 
Wet neutral grassland including watcr meadows (MGh, MG7, MGS) 

Nationally Rare & Scarce Grassland Plant Spccies: 
Carex hurnilis, Cerastiurn purnilum, Cirsiurn tuberosum, Dianthus cklfnides, Euphrasia pseudobneri,  Galium pumilurn, 
Gentianella anglica, J-femzinium monorcliis, Ib~m‘s amara, Minuartia hybrda, Orcliis ustulafa, Phyteuma orbicularc, 
Salvia prrrtmsis, Silene nutaiis, Teucriurn hot y s ,  Tqhroscris integrifrlit, Tlzesiurn humifusurn. 

Key sites: 
Bowerchalke Downs, Calstone & Cherliill Downs, Eggardon Mill, Haydnn 8.1 Askerwcll Downs, Fontwell & 
Mclbury Downs pSAC, Hod & Harnbledon Hills, Homington, Odstnck & Clearbury Downs, Knighton Down, 
Lower Woodford Water Meadows, Park Bottom, Higher Houghton, Pincombe Down, Prescombc Down p SAC 
Salisbury Plain pSAC (includes Bulford Down, Parsonage Down and Porton Down), Scratchbury & Cntley 
Hills, Steeple Langford, Cow Down & Clifford Uottmm, Throope Down, Wylye Down. 

Associated interests: 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5 .  

Mixed Chalk scrub (W21) and Chalk heath 
Lichen assemblages uf chalk grassland especially Porton Down 
Breeding and wintering birds of calcareous grassland/scrul 
Invertobratcs associatcd with clinlk grassland/scrub 
Unimprcivcd/scmi-imp~oved/improved permanent pasturc used as feeding areas by grcatcr horseshoe 
bats 

Kcy Issues: 
0 Pressure for agricultural intensification 
8 Lack o f  graxing/undcrgrazing 

Re-instatemcnt cif watcr meadows 
0 

I-’rcssurc for development especially road schemes 
Hydrology - maintenance/restnration o f  watcr tablcs/flooding reghes 

Opportunitlcs for grassland creation on farmland 

Key Objcctivcs: 
Maintain the current extent of scmi-natural grassland in favourablc conservation status 
Restore semi-natural grassland in sub-ciptimal condition to optimal condition and rc-instate 
defunct water mmdows 
Scck opportunitics to expand the grassland resource 
,%ck to ensure that strong policies fcir grassland conservation appear in devclopmentJstructurc 
plans 



Natural arca: 52. Dorset Heaths II II Lowland Grassland Significance: NOTABLE 

Description: 
A low-lying area with acid soils overlying Tertiary sands and gravels supporting important tracts of lowland 
heathland. Acid grassland often occurs in association with the heath. Small isolated areas of rush yasturc 
and dry and wet neutral grassland also occur, the latter in the river valleys such as the. Frome, Along the coast 
there arc important arcas of habitat including saltmarsh and graring marsh. 

c 

Key Grassland Typcs: 
1, Acid grassland (Ulb,d,f, U3) 
2. Dry ncutral grassland (MGSa,c) 
3. 
4. 

Nationally Tiare Q Scarce Grassland Plant Sp~ ies :  
Crnssuln tillam, Hypochneris glabra, Oemnfhe silaifolia, S r u n o n m  hurnilis 

Kcy sitcs: 

Associatcd intcrcsts: 
1. Lowland heath 
2. 
3. 

Lowland wet neutral grassland (MG8, MG11, MGI3) 
Fcn mcadow/rush pasture (M23b, M24, M25) 

Breeding birds associated with acid grassland/hcath mosaic 
Semj-imprnved/reverted wet neutral grassland including grazing marsh of  importance for brceding 
birds and scarce vascular plants 

I 

Kcy Issucs: 

Lack o f  graxing/undergrazing 
a I-’rcssurc for agricultural intensification 

Pressure for urban/industrial dcvclopment 
a 

Opportunities for habitat creation on farmland 

Hydrology - maintenance of water tables/flooding rcgimcs 
I 

I 
Key Objectives: 

0 

a 

Maintain the current extent o f  semi-natural grassland in favourable conservation status 
Kcstorc semi-natural grassland in sub-optimal condition to optimal condition 
Seek opportunities to expand thc grassland resource 
Scck to cnsiirc that strong policies for grassland conscrvation appear in development/structurc 
phns  
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II Natural arua: 53. lslcs o f  I-'urtland and I-'urbcck Lowland Grassland Significance: CONSIDERABLE II 
Description: 
The Isles of Portland and J'urbeck consist o f  rocks o f  Cretaceous (Chalk, Crccnsand and Gault clay) and 
Jurassic (limestone, clays and shales) age. This tract of country i s  of variable elevation but rises tci c.  200m and 
is bounded by cliffs to the east and south, thc chalk cscarpmcnt to the north cask but. tapers gradually in the 
wost. The physical nature of the rock types strongly influences tlie topography, land use and vcgctation with 
the coastal bays marking the outcrop of softer rcicks such as clays and shales. Calcareous grasslands 
associated with the chalk and limestone are the principal interest o f  this Natural Area although small areas of 
acid grassland survive on sandstones and where superficial deposits (Clay-with-Flints) ovcrlic calcarcous 
rocks. 

Kcy Grassland Types: 
1. 
2. 

Nationally Raw & Scarcc Grassland Hant Spccics: 
firnsfium purnilurn, Gnstridiurn ventrocosum, Genthndla anglica, Oph y s  sphegocks, Scdum forderinnurn, Silene 
nutans, Teplzoseris intexrifolin, Thmium Iiurnifusurn, Vulyia unilntcralis 

Key sites: 
,South Dorset Coast (cncornpasses St Albans Head to Durlston Head pSAC) 

Associated intcrcsts: 
1. 
2. 
3. Maritime cliff g r a s s h d  

Calcareous (Chalk & Limcstonc) grassland (CG2a,c, CC4a, MG5b) 
Acid grassland (U1 f, U3, U4c) 

Lichen assemblages associated with coastal chalk grassland 
lnvcrtcbratcs of chalk & limcstonc grassland 

I .I 

Key Issucs: 
0 Lack of graxing/undergraxing 

Opportunities for grassland creation on farmland 

Key Objectives: 
Maintain tlie current extent of scmi-natural grassland in favourable conservation status 
Kestorc scmi-natural grassland in sub-optimal condition to optimal condition 
Seek opportunitics to cxpand thc grassland resource 
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Natural arm: 54. Wesscx Vales II Lowland Grassland Significance: NOTABLE 

Description: 
Thc Wcssex Vales consist of intcnsivcly farmcd, low-lying but undulaking terrain on soils derived from a 
variety of rocks of Jurassic age and superficial deposits. It lies between the Dorset chalk to thc east, the 
Somerset Hills to the Wcst and thc Oxford Clay Valc to the north. The sea cliffs and shingle ridges o f  the 
Dorset Coast form the southern boundary. The rock types include clays, sandstoncs, limcstoncs and shales. 
The majoriky n f  the remaining arm of dry neutral grassland in Dorsct occurs in the Vales whilst important 
conccntrations of acid grassland occur on acidic soils overlying the Greensand and superficial deposits 

Key Grassland Types: 
1. Dry neutral grassland (MGSa,b,c) 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5 .  

Acid grassland (Ulb,f, U2a, U3, U4a,b) 
Calcareous (Chalk) grassland (CG2, CG3, CG4) 
Fen McadowjRush pasture (M22a,b, M23a, M24c, M27) 
Wet neutral grassland (MGlla, MG12, MG13) 

Nationally Rare & Scarce Grassland Plant Species: 
Crassula tillacn, Winntlzus arrneria. 

Key sites: 

Associated interests: 
1 .  
2. 
3. 

Invertebrate intcrcst of fen meadow vegetation 
Dartford warblcr (Syhia undata) population associated with acid grassland 
Semi-improved/reverted wet neutral grassland of importance for breeding birds and rarcjscarcc 
vascular plant species 

I 
Key Issues: 

a 
0 Pressure for agricultural intensification 

Lack of grazing/undergrazing including lack rJf aftermath grazing of meadows 

nydrcrlcigy - maintenance of water kables/water quality 
Tree planting cm semi-natural grassland 
Opportunities for grassland creation on farmland 

L 

I 
Key Objectives: 

0 

Maintain the current extent of semi-natural grassland in favourable conservation status 
Restore semi-natural grassland in sub-optimal condition to optimal condition 
Scek opportunities to expand the grassland resource 
Seek to ensure that strong policies for grassland conservation appcar in development/structurc 
plans and forestry/woodland strategies and appropriate authorities rect-jgnisc thc importance of 
semi-natural grassland 

I 
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Natural arm: 55. Blackdowns II Lowland Grassland Significance: SOME 

Dcscription: 
This Natural Area consists cif a range of hills and coombcs straddling the counties of Devon, Somerset and 
Dorsct. The area rises to an altitude of c. 270 m. The geology consists of sandstoncs, mudstones, shales and 
limestones of various eras and these give rise to a range of soil types. Dcspife the fact that the area is 
principally pastoral, the unimprovcd grassland rcsoiirce i s  comparatively small. A Iilgh proportion of thc 
weft-er grasslands are associated with the springline betwwn the Crctacccius Crcensand and the Triassic 
Mercia Mudstono ("Kcupcr Marl"). 

The Crctacoous Chalk outcrops along the coast between Lyme Regis and Sidrnouth giving rise to small areas 
of calcareous grassland. 

Kcy Grassland Types: 
1. 
2. Dry neutral grassland (MG5a,h,c) 
3. 
4. 

Fen meadow/rush pasture (M22, M23, M24, M25, M27) 

Acid grassland (UI, U2, UJ, U4) 
Calcar~~ous grassland (CCl c, CC2n,bPc, CG4, CG7a, MG5b) 

Nationally Karu & Scarcc Grassland Plant Species: 
Euyhrasia ysmxdokcrncri, Cmfinnclln anglica, Lobclin urcns, Sikm nutans 

Key sites: 

Associated intcrusts: 
1. Invertebrates aswciated with fen meadows and calcareous grassland 

Key Issues: 

0 Pressure for agricultural intensification 
Lack of grazing/undergrazing 
Opportunitics for grassland creation on farmland 
Hydrcilogy - maintenance of water tables 
Maintenance o f  water quality 

0 ESA & AONB imp~cmcntation/developrnent 

Key Objcctivcs: 

Maintain the current extent of semi-natural grassland in favourable conservation status 
Kcstorc! semi-natural grassland in sub-optimal condition to optimal condition 
Scck opportunities to expnnd the grassland rcsourcc 
Seek to ensure that strong policics for grassland conservation appear in dcvclopmcnt/structure 
plan policics 
Maximise opportunities for conservation offcrcd by ESA and AONB status 
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Natural arca: 56. Dcvon Rcdland Lowland Grassland Significance: SOME 

Description: 
Ccntly undulating countrysidc supporting mixed farming and dissected by the Rivers Exe and Ottcr. Thc arca 
i s  underlain by rc.)cks c i f  the Permo-Triassic era which include mudstoncs, sandstoncs and breccias. Only 
small areas of unimprovcd grassland remain although thcrc are areas of semi-improved wet grassland 
(grazing marsh) associated with the river valleys and the Exe Estuary. 

Key Grassland Typcs: 
1. Dry neutral grassland (MG5a,c) 
2. Fun rncadow (M24) 
3. Wet neutral grassland/graxing marsh (MGI1) 

Nationally Rare & Scarce Grassland Plant Species: 
Gmfrzdium venirocowrn 

Key sites: 

Associated interests: 
1. Brccding and wintcring birds associated with wet neutral grassland 

Key Issues: 
Lack of grazing/undcrgrazing 
Pressure for agricultural intensification 

0 

I-'rcssurc for industrial/urban development including mineral extraction 
Opportunities for grassland creation on farmland 

t 
Key Objectives: 

Maintain thc currcnt extent of semi-natural grassland in favourable conscrvatinn status 
Restore semi-natural grassland in sub-optimal condition to optimal condition 
%a& opportunitics to expand thc grassland msource 
Scck to cnsurc that skrong policies for grassland conservation appear in dcvclopment/s2ructure 
plan 

I 
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w 

Natural arca: 57. South Dcvon Lowland Grassland Significance: SIGNIFICANT 

. .. 

Deicription: 
The principal interest o f  this Natural Area for lowland grasslands i s  the calcareous gra’island associated with 
the Dcvonian limcstnnc. This outcrops on the coast in the Torquay area where it forms projecting headlands 
whereas the Slates and Sandstones have been carved into small bays. 

Inland the low-lying landscape of mixed farming cntcrpriscs consists of Devnnim rocks, principally 
sandstones, siltstones and slates, which give rise to rclativdy acidic soils. Very little unimprnved grassland 
appears to remain inland. 

Key Grassland Types: 
1. 

2. Dry neutral grasdand (MG5c) 

Calcareous (Devonitn limestone) grassland (CGlb - thc only UK locality for th is  sub-community., 
CGZa, CG7d) 

Nationally Rare & Scarce Grassland Plant Species: 
Astrr linosyris, Rupleureum bddense, Cernstium pumilum, Crassula tillam, Dianthus nrmcria, Euphnrbin pnrtlatzdica, 
Gastridiim uentricosum, Nelianthemum appeninum, Lobelia urcns, Scilla autumnalis, Sedum forsterianum, Trini? 
@aura 

Key Sites: 
Bcrry Mead 

Associated intcrcsts: 
1.  Semi-improved /reverted wet neutral grassland (including grazing marsh) and associated mre/scarcc 

vascular plants 
2. Maritime grassland and cliff vegctation 
3. Greater horseshoe bat partly associated with unimprovcd/scmi-improved/imprnved permanent 

pasturc 

Key Issucs: 
Lack o f  graxing/undergrazing 
I-’rcssurc for agricultural intensification 

0 

0 

Opportunities. for grassland creation on farmland 
Kccrcatinnal pressure on coastal grassland 
FraEmentation and isolation of the erassland resource 

I 
Key Objcctivcs: 

0 

Maintain the current extent o f  semi-natural grassland in favourable ctinservation status 
Restore semi-natural grassland in sub-optimal condition to optimal condition 
Seek opportunitics to cxpand thc grassland resource 
Seek to ensure that strong policies for grassland conservation appear in 
dcvclopmcnt/structurc/subject plans 

I 
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Natural area: 58. Uodmin Mncrr II ll Lowland Grassland Significance: SOME 

Description: 
Bodmin Moor consists of a granitc domc mostly lying abovc 250111 and rising to c. 420m situated in eastern 
Cornwall. Jt is the most south westerly upland area in England. The landscapc consists of rolling hills and flat 
topped ridges which arc intcrruptcd by tors and scrcc slopcs, The granite gives rise to acid, mostly podzolic 
soils which in turn support a variety of acid vegetation communities including grassland, dwarf shrub-heath 
and mire. Unimprovcd lowland grassland is scarcc as thc cncloscd inbye land has mostly been agriculturally 
improved. However remnants o f  enclosed acid grassland and rush pasture do  occasionally occur. 

Key Grassland Typus: 
1. Acid grassland (U3, U4) 
2. Fun meadow/rush pasture (M23, M25) 

Nationally Karc & Scarce Grassland I’lant Species: 
Clia m n m d  u rn rr obile 

Key sites: 

Associated intcrcsts: 
1 Wintering waders associated with improved pastures 

Key Issues: 

Pressure for agricultural intensification including ovcrgrazing 
1’rcssurc for dcvclopment especially mineral working 
Opportunities for grassland creation on cncloscd farmland 

I 

Key Objectives: 
0 

0 

Maintain the current extent nf semi-natural grassland in favourable mnservation status 
Restore semi-natural grassland in sub-optimal conditinn to optimal condition 
Seek opportunities to expand the grassland resourcc 
Seek to cnsure that strong policics for grassland conservation appear in dcvelnpmeiitlstructuro 
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