
Recording our 
White Roads 

 

Improving awareness  
of the legislation 



These vary from tarmac 
roads, two track stoned 
lanes to green lanes,  
shown by OS without 

colour infill. 



Those that are adopted 
highways should be on 
the LoS, but unadopted 
highways would not be 

on the LoS. 



Leads to a footpath 



Leads to a footpath 



1991 New Roads and Street 
Works Act section 53 requires 
that a Street Works Register 

be raised. 



Section 4(5) of The Street 
Works (Registers, Notices, 

Directions and Designations) 
(England) Regulations 2007 
includes making the highway 

authority responsible for 
securing the registration of :- 



 'Every street, of which the 
local highway authority are 
aware, which is a highway 

but for which they are not the 
street authority' 



These are our unadopted 
'white' roads, they being 
highways for which the 

highway authority has not 
accepted liability to maintain, 

i.e., they are not the street 
authority 



A through route 



Section 53(3) of 1991 NRSWA 
provides that the authority shall 
make the register available for 
inspection, at all reasonable 

hours and free of charge, by any 
person 



Section 4(3) of the 2007 
Regulations stipulates that the 

Register shall comply with 
BS7666 for Street Gazetteers, 
i.e., when asking to view the 

'Street Works Register' may be 
shown the 'Local Street 

Gazetteer' 





The Local Street Gazetteers 
are being upgraded making 
use of highway dedication 

codes mandatory, scheduled 
to be completed end March 





So by April we can expect to 
be able to view the LHA 

highway records with 
unadopted 'white' road gaps 

registered, and with 
highway dedication codes 
for both the maintainable 

and unadopted 'white' roads 



This will provide a base map, 
showing maintainable 

roads, unadopted roads that 
are highways, and public 

rights of way, ready for the 
Deregulation Act procedures 

to come into effect 



So check that your LHA has 
this in hand. 

 



If not start by advising ought 
register the metalled 

unadopted highways as 
carrying public rights, and 

when ice is broken move on 
to the green lanes 



A through route that used to be 
main road through village 



Option is to take 20 minutes 
to register as non 

maintainable highway 
carrying public rights on 

LSG, or 20 years as 
maintainable ProW on DM. 

 
You are the advisory body. 



LAF's are the advisory body, 
this is happening on your 

watch, and if any problems 
raise advice, including 

informing the Minister as if 
do not tell him he will not 

know. 



Steps are in hand to combine 
the LHA LSG Street Data 

with the OS ITN Street Data 
to create a single, unified 
highways product, with an 
open data version to be 

made available 







LHA's have a key part in this 
as OS do not override the 
LHA LSG street data, and 
with LHA's presently not 
using the LSG highway 

dedication codes the OS 
ITN shows our 'white' 

unadopted roads as 'Private' 



Presently shown as 'private' by OS 
with public street lights leading to 

footways to other local roads 



Presently shown as 'private' by OS 
leading to a footpath 



Presently shown as 'private' by OS 
leading to a bridleway and footpaths 



LAF's are the advisory body, 
this is happening on your 
watch, so check that your 

LHA is complying, and if any 
problems advise the 

Minister, as if do not tell him 
he will not know. 
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