EC Directive 92/43 on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild
Fauna and Flora

Citation for Special Area of Conservation (SAC)

Name: Thursley, Ash, Pirbright and Chobham

Unitary Authority/County: Surrey

SAC status: Designated on 1 April 2005

Grid reference: SuU914411

SAC EU code: UK0012793

Area (ha): 5138.00

Component SSSI: Ash to Brookwood Heaths SSSI, Chobham Common SSSI,

Colony Bog and Bagshot Heath SSSI, Thursley, Hankley and
Frensham Commons SSSI

Site description:

The heathland is a series of large fragments of previously more continuous areas and is
principally dominated by heather — dwarf gorse (Calluna vulgaris — Ulex minor) dry
heathland. There are transitions to wet heath and valley mire, scrub, woodland and acid
grassland, including types rich in annual plants. This habitat supports an important
assemblage of animal species, including numerous rare and local invertebrate species,
including the nationally rare white-faced darter Leuccorhinia dubia, as well as sand lizard
Lacerta agilis and smooth snake Coronella austriaca.

This site supports the sole area of lowland northern Atlantic wet heath in south-east England.
The wet heath at Thursley is mainly cross-leaved heath — bog-moss (Erica tetralix —
Sphagnum compactum) and contains several rare plants, including great sundew Drosera
anglica, bog hair-grass Deschampsia setacea, bog orchid Hammarbya paludosa and brown
beak-sedge Rhynchospora fusca.

Depressions on peat substrates are widespread, both in bog pools, mires and in flushes where
they occur as part of a mosaic associated with valley bog and wet heath. They show extensive
representation of brown-beak sedge and are also important for great sundew and bog orchid
Hammarbya paludosa.

Qualifying habitats: The site is designated under article 4(4) of the Directive (92/43/EEC)
as it hosts the following habitats listed in Annex I:

e Depressions on peat substrates of the Rhynchosporion
e European dry heaths
¢ Northern Atlantic wet heaths with Erica tetralix. (Wet heathland with cross-leaved heath)

This citation relates to a site entered in the Register
of European Sites for Great Britain.

Register reference number: UK0012793

Date of registration: 14 June 2005
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