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EC Directive 92/43 on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild 

Fauna and Flora 

Citation for Special Area of Conservation (SAC) 
 

Name: Hastings Cliffs 

Unitary Authority/County: East Sussex 

SAC status: Designated on 1 April 2005 

Grid reference: TQ866111 

SAC EU code: UK0030165 

Area (ha): 183.72 

Component SSSI:  Hastings Cliffs to Pett Beach SSSI 

Site description: 

Hastings Cliffs are an area of actively eroding soft cliff that includes the most southerly 

exposures of the lower Hastings Beds. The site contains three valleys cut into the strata, 

which support woodland and scrub habitats with an unusual ‘Atlantic’ bryophyte flora. Closer 

to the sea the maritime influence stunts the trees, but other bryophytes become important here, 

with one species, Lophocolea fragrans, at its only south-east England locality. Maritime scrub 

and coastal heathland are found closer to the cliff edge, with grassland supporting maritime 

species such as thrift Armeria maritima. The clay cliff slopes are eroding and support a range 

of habitats from bare ground and flushes to maritime grassland and scrub, reflecting the 

successional development of vegetation following cliff-falls. 

Qualifying habitats: The site is designated under article 4(4) of the Directive (92/43/EEC) 

as it hosts the following habitats listed in Annex I: 

 Vegetated sea cliffs of the Atlantic and Baltic coasts 

 

 
 
 

This citation relates to a site entered in the Register 

of European Sites for Great Britain. 

Register reference number: UK0030165 

Date of registration: 14 June 2005 
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On behalf of the Secretary of State for Environment, 

Food and Rural Affairs 


