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UPLAND RESOURCE SURVEY CONSOLIDATION PROJECT I

1 INTRODUCTION

1.1  The Ecological Advisory Service (EAS) was awarded a contract in September 1993 by
English Nature (EN) to continue the work which had been carried out in URSC L. This was

to collate existing vegetation data for a further 2800 km?® of the uplands in northern

England, in order to produce summary results.

1.2 The pilot project URSC I involved mapping the entire Less Favoured Area (LFA) in
Dartmoor and the Peak District up to the OS northing 4412. However, this area was found
to include a large quantity of semi-improved grassland and a recommendation was
therefore made that future work should concentrate on the Severely Disadvantaged Area
(SDA) on]y.‘In view of this, the working area for URSC II was defined using purely the
SDA boundary, continuing northwa;ds from OS northing 4412 until the required area had
een covered within the SDA. Thxs area included all available data within North Yorkshire

and Cumbria to OS northing 3540 and OS easting 3540. Data from County Durham were

not included in this survey.
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UPLAND RESOURCE SURVEY CONSOLIDATION PROJECT II

2 METHODOLOGY

Data Sources

2.1  The first stage of the project identified and evaluated the available data sources for the area

covered by the SDA boundary. This was done by contacting the following organisations:

English Nature Regional and Sub-Regional Offices - Blackwell, Newcastle,

Léyburn, York
Yorkshire Dales National Park Office, Grassington
Bury Council, Metropolitan Borough of Bury
Greater Manchester Countryside Unit, Ashton-under-Lyne
Agricultural Development & Advisory Service (ADAS), Leeds
2.2  All of the organisations had Phase I habitat data covering part of the SDA in northern

England. A decision was then made as to which of these areas were to be mapped, based

on the availability of the data and the size of the area to be studied in this contract.

final.rep - 1/2/94 2 Ecological Advisory Service



UPLAND RESOURCE SURVEY CONSOLIDATION PROJECTII

2.7  The Phase I survey of Harrogate and Hambleton District in North Yorkshire was found to
be largely incomplete and, therefore, a decision was madé to exclude the district from this
phase of the project. It is expected that this survey will be completed early in 1994 and

could, therefore, be included at a later stage in the URSC Programme.

2.8  Despite the effective removal of these areas from the project, it was calculated that
sufficient habitat data could still be gathered from the organisations which had been
contacted. Namely for the following areas: (See Appendix 2)

Greater Manchester
West Yorkshire

North Yorkshire

YDNP - Richmondshire and Craven

Craven - outside YDNP
Cumbria - LDNP and outside LDNP

2.9 The data collection process was carried out by following the same methodology as in the
pilot URSC project, using a reduced Phase I classification which groups together various

categories from the current Phase I classification to give a more manageable group of

final.rep - 1/2/94 4 Ecological Advisory Service
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Matural Ares 8 Lake District
dres = 249,800 Ha
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Natural Area 10 ; Morecambe Bay Limestones
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Nabwal frea 10 Morecambe Bay Limesiones : Fig b
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Natural Arvea 12: Sonthery Pennines
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Natural Area 19; Coal Measures

Area = 166,800 Ha
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Natural Area 19 - Coal Measures

Fig 10
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Study Arca Coverage

SDA boundary
County boundary
District boundary
YDNP boundary
LDNP boundary
SSSI boundary
ESA boundary

Arca mapped

Natural Arca Boundary




APPENDIX 3

UPLAND RESOURCE SURVEY CONSOLIDATION PROJECT

PROPOSED HABITAT CODINGS

Woodland semi-natural b/l LT Green
lantation b/l o Green
° | /:;’:»ff
conifers & mixed S True Green
Dense scrub Green
Grassland and Marsh
Unimproved Acid ﬁfx,»«f:,, Orange
Neutral Orange
Calcareous Orange
Marshy grassland Y Purple
NN
Semi-improved, improved and arable x % Orange
x ®

Tall Herb and Fern

Continuous bracken Terracotta
Heathland
Dry dwarf shrub heath and mosaics Yellow ochre
. N
Wet dwarf shrub heath and mosaics Purple/
:“:\ Yellow ochre
Montane heath S Yellow ochre




Mire

Bog (all types) Purple
Valley/Basin mire Magenta
Swamp, Marginal and Inundation

Swamp Sky blue
Open Water

Standing Water Indigo blue
Rock Exposure/Waste

Natural (e.g. limestone pavement) Scarlet red
Artificial (e.g. Metalliferous spoil) Scarlet red
Miscellaneous

All other land Black

No access White
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UPLAND RESOURCE SURVEY CONSOLIDATION PROJECT I

EXTENSION TO PROJECT II

1 INTRODUCTION

1.1 The Ecological Advisory Service (EAS) was awarded an extension contract in January 1994
by English Nature (EN) to continue the work which had been carried out in the Upland
Resource Survey Consolidation I (URSC II). This extension contract was to collate
existing vegetation data for a further 1,000 km® of the uplands of Durham and

Northumberland, in order to produce summary results.

1.2 As in URSC I, the Severely Disadvantaged Area (SDA) boundary was used to define the

area to be mapped.
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UPLAND RESOURCE SURVEY CONSOLIDATION PROJECT III

2 METHODOLOGY

Data Sources

2.1  The first stage of the project identified and evaluated the available data sources for the area

covered by the SDA boundary. This was done by contacting the following organisation:

English Nature, North-East Regional Office, Newcastle
Durham County Council
Northumberland County Council

Durham Widlife Trust

2.2 Staff at EN confirmed that Phase I habitat data were held covering part of the SDA in the
counties of Durham and Northumberland. It was also ascertained that the same areal
coverage was held by Durham Wildlife Trust and Durham County Council. A decision was
then made as to which areas were to be mapped, based on the availability of data and the

size of the area (1,000 km?) to be studied in this extension to the contract.

23 Rcfefence to Appendix 4 gives details of sites included in the Northern Pennine Dales
Environmentally Sensitive Area (ESA) for which digitised data are already held by the
Agricultural Development and Advisory Service. EN already hold NVC based information
for Sites of Special Scientific Interest and the North Pennines Upland Survey in digitised

format. A decision was made, therefore, not to map any of these areas in the project.

final.rep - 9/3/94 ‘ 2 Ecological Advisory Service



UPLAND RESOURCE SURVEY CONSOLIDATION PROJECT III
2.9  The summary statistics which form part of this report have been drawn from the digitised

data produced by Bullen & Partners. The tables and pie charts have been produced using

the Microsoft Excel program.
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UPLAND RESOURCE SURVEY CONSOLIDATION PROJECT III

3 RESULTS

3.1  The project mapped parts of three Natural Areas (1, 2 and 4) - see Appendix 3, and the

statistics present:

a) the area habitat categories as a percentage of the total Natural Area

b) the area habitat categories collated by the EAS.

These statistics are contained within Figs 1-6 and are summarised in Fig 7 for the total
area collated as part of the Phase III Extension Contract. Examination of Fig 7 indicates
that the total area collated was 105,212.18 ha (126,067.48 - 20,855.3 not surveyed)- ie

1,052.1 km?
3.2  The item ‘not surveyed’ refers to areas for which no Phase I habitat data were available

on the source maps held by EN, or areas covered by the North Pennines Upland Survey

for which data are already held in digitised format.
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Natural Area 2 : The Northem Pennines
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APPENDIX 2

UPLAND RESOURCE SURVEY CONSOLIDATION PROJECT

PROPOSED HABITAT CODINGS

Woodland semi-natural b/l - Green
plantation b/l - ; Green
conifers & mixed o » True Green

Dense scrub Green

Grassland and Marsh

Unimproved Acid Orange
Neutral Orange
Calcareous Orange

Marshy grassland Purple

Semi-improved, improved and arable Orange

Tall Herb and Fern

Continuous bracken Terracotta

Heathland

Dry dwarf shrub heath and mosaics Yellow ochre

Wet dwarf shrub heath and mosaics NN Purple/

' :«:‘x Yellow ochre

Montane heath Yellow ochre




Mire

Bog (all types) Purple

Valley/Basin mire Magenta

Swamp, Marginal and Inundation

Swamp V I Sky blue

Open Water
Standing Water Indigo blue
Rock Exposure/Waste
=
Natural (e.g. limestone pavement) \Q\ Scarlet red
>
Artificial (e.g. Metalliferous spoil) @ Scarlet red
Miscellaneous
All other land Black
No access White
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KEY
-——— County boundary

~—\_ Natural Area boundary

1 Border Uplands

2 Northern Pennines

3 Northumberiand éoastal Plain
< 4 Tyne Vaie

5 Durham Magnesian Limestone

13 Vale of York




APPENDIX 4

Environmentally Sensitive Areas (ESAs), Sites of Special Scxentlfic Interest (SSSIs) and North
Pennines Upland Survey Areas already digitised

ESA (Pennine Dales - Northern)

Baldersdale and Lunedale
East Allendale
Rookhope
South Tyne with Nent Valley
Teesdale
Weardale

. West Allendale

SSSI

Harbottle Moors
Kielderhead

Moorhouse and Cross Fell
Simonside Hills

The Cheviot

Upper Teesdale

North Pennines Upland Survey

Bollihope Common
Burnhope

Middlehope Moor
Muggleswick Common
Nookton Fell

Pikestone Fell

Stanhope Common
Waskerley Park
Westernhope Moor
Wolsingham Park Moor
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