EC Directive 79/409 on the Conservation of Wild Birds

Citation for Special Protection Area (SPA)
Name: Sandlings
Unitary Authority/County: Suffolk

Consultation proposal: All or parts of Blaxhall Heath Site of Special Scientific Interest
(SSSI), Leiston - Aldeburgh SSSI, Sandlings Forest SSSI, Snape Warren SSSI, Sutton &
Hollesley Heaths SSSI and Tunstall Common SSSI have been recommended as a Special
Protection Area because of their European ornithological importance. In particular, for their
breeding populations of Nightjars Caprimulgus europaeus and Woodlarks Lullula arborea.

Site description: The Sandlings SPA lies near the Suffolk Coast between the Deben Estuary
and Leiston. In the 19™ century, the area was dominated by heathland developed on glacial
sandy soils. During the 20™ century, large areas of heath were planted with blocks of
commercial conifer forest and others were converted to arable agriculture. Lack of traditional
management has resulted in the remnant areas of heath being subject to successional changes,
with the consequent spread of bracken, shrubs and trees, although recent conservation
management work is resulting in their restoration. The heaths support both acid grassland
and heather-dominated plant communities, with dependant invertebrate and bird communities
of conservation value. Woodlark Lullula arborea and Nightjar Caprimulgus europaeus have
also adapted to breeding in the large conifer forest blocks, using areas that have recently been
felled and recent plantation, as well as areas managed as open ground.

Size of SPA: The SPA covers an area of 3,391.80 ha.

Quialifying species:

The site qualifies under article 4.1 of the Directive (79/409/EEC) as it is used regularly by
1% or more of the Great Britain populations of the following species listed in Annex | in any
season:

Annex 1 species Count and Season Period % of GB population
Nightjar 109 males - breeding Count as a 1992 3.2% GB
Caprimulgus europaeus

Woodlark Lullula arborea 154 pairs - breeding Count as at 1997 10.3% GB

Bird figures from:

Morris, A., Burges, D., Fuller, R.J., Evans, A.D. & Smith, K.W. 1994. The status and distribution of nightjars
Caprimulgus europaeus in Britain in 1992. A report to the British Trust for Ornithology. Bird Study 41: 181-
191.

Wotton, S.R. & Gillings, S. 2000. The status of breeding woodlarks in Britain in 1997. Bird Study 47: 212-224.

Status of SPA
Sandlings was classified as a Special Protection Area on 10 August 2001.
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