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AN ACCESSIBLE PATH? 

 
 An accessible path is 100 metres long and made of 

tarmac or concrete. 
 

 It is level, with 4 park benches with arms, and with 
disabled toilets and disabled parking at either end  

 
 This is not a countryside walk ! 

 
 



SID & FLOSS’ EASY-GOING WALKS 

  
 A series of 16 walks and 4 easy-access places which have been 

surveyed and assessed for people with mobility difficulties. 
 

 Only 15% of this group are full time wheelchair users. 
 

 May have physical or heart/lung problems 
 

 Also popular with parents with child buggies and the elderly. 



WHY SID AND FLOSS? 

 
 SID and FLOSS are acronyms. 

 
  It is a system for evaluating and giving detailed access 

information about a walk. 
 
 The information enables people with mobility problems 
to decide for themselves if a particular walk is suitable for 

their own needs and abilities. 



SID AND FLOSS 

 SID 
 SID stands for  

 
 Supplementary 
  Information for the  
 Disabled 

 
 This is additional 

information which can not 
be shown easily on the 

maps 

 FLOSS 
 FLOSS is the access 

information 
 Facilities 
 Length 
 Obstacles 
 Surface 
 Slopes 



FLOSS 

 Facilities - blue badge parking, disabled toilets, 
BBQ/picnic tables, information point, ice cream van 
etc. 
 



FLOSS 

 Facilities - blue badge parking, disabled toilets, 
BBQ/picnic tables, information point, ice cream van 
etc. 

 Length - of walk in kms. and miles 
 



FLOSS 

 Facilities - blue badge parking, disabled toilets, 
BBQ/picnic tables, information point, ice cream van 
etc. 

 Length - of walk 
 Obstacles - tree roots, muddy areas, restricted gaps, 

gates etc. 



FLOSS 

 Facilities - blue badge parking, disabled toilets, 
BBQ/picnic tables, information point, ice cream van 
etc. 

 Length - of walk 
 Obstacles - tree roots, muddy areas, restricted gaps, 

gates etc. 
 Surface - quality is more important than type of 

surface. Most of our walks are on good compacted 
gravel, with some firm grass/soil paths 
 



 Facilities - blue badge parking, disabled toilets, 
BBQ/picnic tables, information point, ice cream van 
etc. 

 Length - of walk 
 Obstacles - tree roots, muddy areas, restricted gaps, 

gates etc. 
 Surface - quality is more important than type of 

surface. Most of the walks are on good compacted 
gravel, with some firm grass/soil paths 

 Slopes - gradients and cross-falls  
 



TALL TREES TRAIL at BLACKWATER 



OUR EQUIPMENT FOR SURVEYS 

 A GPS, an instrumented mobility scooter, altimeter, 
inclinometers, camera, tape measure, clipboard, and a flask of 
coffee..... 







SUMMARY 

 Improving access to the countryside for people with 
mobility impairments is not a minority issue 

 No such thing as an accessible countryside walk 
 People with walking difficulties need information so that 

they can decide themselves whether a walk is suitable for 
them 
 

UK - wide scheme similar to our SID and FLOSS evaluation 
system is needed - NE to take forward? 



THE OBER WATER TRAILS 





Access for All 
Alastair Duncan 

Chairman New Forest Access Forum 

 

BIKES AND TRIKES 



History 

 Hampshire County Council invited bids for funding under 
the “Aiming High for Disabled Children Inspiring You: 
Activities for All” Capital Funding 2010/11 

Submission by Dec 8th 
Decision by Dec 22nd 

Spend by March 31st!! 



Details of Bid 

 10 No assorted purpose-designed bikes and trikes  
           £30,400 

 New Forest National Park input          £5,000 
 New Forest District Council input       £1,000  
 Total              £36,400 



Types of Bike/Trike 

 



























Programme Management 

 Cycles stored with Independent Hire Company 
 NPA run 10 taster sessions per year, FOC 
 Hire Company transport to venue  
 Hired out by Company to individuals/small groups, taking 

profit. 
 NPA fund running costs @ £2000 p.a. 
 Hire Company Maintains 



Learning from Experience 

 Take time to research: 
Equipment 
Appropriate Venue(s) 
Storage 
Partners 
Involvement of  Potential Clients (Disability Groups) 
Maintenance Costs 
Storage 
  

 



Useful Contacts 1 

 Wheels for All: Established 1991 
 Over 50 centres countrywide 
 Consult with carers, physiotherapists, occupational 

therapists, Local Councils, Primary Care Trusts 
 Trained staff 

 
 
 



Useful Contacts 2 

 
 

 Quest 88 (Manufacturers) 
 Can provide technical advice, quotations, advice on 

choice of bike, maintenance costs 







NEW FOREST COMMUNITY TOILET SCHEME 

 A joint project with New Forest Access For All (NFAFA), 
and the National Park Authority (NPA) 

 
 The aim is to encourage local businesses and community 

centres to allow visitors and residents to use their toilet 
facilities, without having to make a purchase. 

 
 Many people need easy access to good toilet facilities, 
the disabled, the elderly and parents with small children 



NEW FOREST COMMUNITY TOILET SCHEME 

 How the scheme works: 
 i)  NFAFA approaches businesses, gives them information about 

the scheme and asks them to take part.  If yes... 
 

 ii)  The business completes a contact form 
 iii)  NFAFA liaise with the NPA Chief Ranger 
 iv)  A Park Ranger visits the business to answer  any questions 

and deliver window stickers 
 

 v)  NPA have a map on their ‘visitor information’ webpage  which 
shows the  location of premises and  the webpage/details of 
business in the scheme 



NEW FOREST COMMUNITY TOILET SCHEME REGISTRATION FORM 

 
NAME OF PREMISES: 

 
ADDRESS:  

 
WEBSITE: 
 
NAME of CONTACT: 

 
TEL. NO: 

 
E-MAIL: 

 
FACILITIES AVAILABLE: 
1.  standard facilities 
2.  standard facilities + baby change 
3.  standard facilities + disabled toilet 
4.  standard facilities + baby change + disabled toilet 
5. disabled facilities only 
Please circle (or underline) appropriate number. 

 
Businesses and other premises have the right to refuse entry in exceptional circumstances.. 

 
 
Contact for scheme:  Joan Cundill   
E-mail:   enquiries@newforestaccessforall.org.uk. 
 
 
 

Thank you for becoming a member of the New Forest Community Toilet Scheme. 
 

. 

mailto:enquiries@newforestaccessforall.org.uk


NEW FOREST COMMUNITY TOILET SCHEME 



NEW FOREST COMMUNITY TOILET SCHEME 

 At present, 21 premises are part of the scheme 
 

 So far, no adverse comments 
 

 The business benefits from the publicity, increased 
foot-fall and hopefully increased trade 

 
 Hope to increase venues in 2014 



THE FUTURE  

 
 Increase the number of businesses in the scheme 

 
 Persuade the local authority to pay a small annual 
retainer to businesses to cover any extra cleaning and 

equipment costs 
 

 This would allow more control over scheme and enhance 
its value even further 
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