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MINHIAI5 APPLICATION : DOS*N AMENEY ESTATE, LAND WEST QF A419, LATTCK, 
WILTSHIRE 

Report of Survev 
Agricultural Land Classification and Site Physical Characteristics 

1 .Stnmnary 
Follcwing the subnission of a planning applic:ation to extrac± sand and 
gravel by the CWS at its Down Arapney estate on land west of the A419, 
MAFF was cxffisulted in NovQtiber,1991 and a field survey was conducted in 
order to assess the quality of land involved and to draw up a statement 
of site pltysical characteristics. 

The application statanent cxntained an agricultural secticjn prepared by 
Reading Agricultural Consultants vrfiich provided an Agricultural Land 
Classification (ALC) map and maps shewing the topsoil and subsoil units. 
The field survey by RAC tcxik the form of boring descriptions at a 
density of one per hectare, but did not include detiailed soil structural 
descriptions tJirough pit examinations. 

The MAFF survey was ĉ cunried out by members of the Resource Planning 
Group (SW Region) and took the form of a field ĉ heck of the consultant's 
information by locating soil pits in eacdi of their main AtC and soil 
resource map units. A total of eight pits ̂ seĉ  examined, 

-"fhe distribution of the grades isshcwn on the attached map and 
illustrated in the table below, "there is broad agreement for many of 
the RAC map units but MAFF has reccjgnised a greater amount of higher 
(quality laiKi (Grade A ) . *piis differoice is related to the incorrect 
assessment of subsoil stone contents by RAC, pone of the eight pits 
contain gravel deposits (ie. >70% stone). The soil resource therefore 
extends to d^th as a stony sandy matrix which contains adequate 
moisture reserves to be placed in Grade £. in terms of soil drcxightiness. 

This has important implications for the stiatement of site physical 
characteristics. Laixi that is tx) be restoroito agriculture under its 
original diaracteristics will require a reinstatanent of this d e ^ lower 
subsoil-

Distribution of Grades and Sub-grades 
Grade Area (ha) % of Survev Area % of Aqrricultural Area 

z. 60.8 3^ ,4 . 35.8 
3A 14.0 7.4 8-3 
3B 8̂ .3 43.6 48.5 
4 U.5 6-6 7.4 

NAg 7.1 3,8 Tbtal 100% (169.6ha) 
U 11.z. 5.9 

FBd 0.9 0.5 
A Total 188.Sha loo / 
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