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EC Directive 92/43 on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild 

Fauna and Flora 

Citation for Special Area of Conservation (SAC) 
 

Name: Kennet Valley Alderwoods 

Unitary Authority/County: West Berkshire 

SAC status: Designated on 1 April 2005 

Grid reference: SU398675 

SAC EU code: UK0030175 

Area (ha): 56.77 

Component SSSI: Kennet Valley Alderwoods SSSI 

Site description: 

These are the largest fragments of alder-ash (Alnus glutinosa – Fraxinus excelsior) woodland 

on the Kennet floodplain. They lie on alluvium overlain by a shallow layer of moderately 

calcareous peat. The wettest areas are dominated by alder Alnus glutinosa over tall herbs, 

sedges and reeds, but dryer patches include a base-rich woodland flora with much dog’s 

mercury Mercurialis perennis and also herb-Paris Paris quadrifolia. The occurrence of the 

latter is unusual, as it is more typically associated with ancient woodland, whereas the 

evidence suggests that these stands have largely developed over the past century. 

Qualifying habitats: The site is designated under article 4(4) of the Directive (92/43/EEC) 

as it hosts the following habitats listed in Annex I: 

 Alluvial forests with Alnus glutinosa and Fraxinus excelsior (Alno-Padion, Alnion 

incanae, Salicion albae). (Alder woodland on floodplains)* 

 

Annex I priority habitats are denoted by an asterisk (*). 

 

 

 
 
 

This citation relates to a site entered in the Register 

of European Sites for Great Britain. 

Register reference number: UK0030175 

Date of registration: 14 June 2005 
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On behalf of the Secretary of State for Environment, 

Food and Rural Affairs 


