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This workshop will explore: 
 

 What we wanted from this approach 
to path management 

 What information to consider and 
how to gather it 

 The context of each of the phases of 
the study 

 How the studies were conducted 
 What’s been achieved and how our 

path networks have benefited 
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What we wanted from this approach 
 
An evidence base to use as a lever for 
additional funding 
 

Creation of a prioritised work 
programme for the access/PROW 
network 
 
An evidence base for when new 
developments proposed and land use 
planning policies devised 

 

 

Access Prioritisation is a study of a local path network including 
the views of the people who use and manage it, to produce a 
prioritised schedule of proposed path improvements 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Funding could be anything from Section 106 monies, Heritage Lottery funding (landscape partnerships), LTP, Local Members Neighbourhood funding, 

Prioritised work programme can be delivered over a period of time.  It may also be used to arbitrate when pressure to do less needy paths from  more vocal people.
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What we wanted taking into 
account 
 
Asking people who use the 
network and those that 
manage it 
 

Site surveys of the condition of 
the network 
 
Desktop analysis to identify 
population, proximity to 
services and other accessible 
areas (eg parks, open spaces) 
etc 
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How did it all start 
 
Brainchild of the  
County Durham LAF 
 

 
 

An action in the Durham’s first 
ROWIP (2007) and all others 
since 
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The 3 studies - 2009 to 2016 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Phase 1  2009/10  
Spennymoor and 

Peterlee/Easington 
2km around 2 projected 
Housing Growth Points 

Study cost £27,000 

Phase 2  2010/11  
Durham and Seaham 

A 2km buffer around a major 
development site in Seaham and a 

‘city boundary’ in Durham 
Study cost £29,500 

Phase 3   2015/16  
Bishop Auckland, Newton 

Aycliffe and Shildon  
3 studies to the ‘Town 

boundaries’ 
Study cost £50,000 
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What’s been delivered as a 
result of the studies 
 

Approximately £295,000 of 
path improvements in the 
Phase 1 and 2 study areas 
 

For 2016/17 £50,000 has 
been secured for delivery in 
the Phase 3 area and work is 
ongoing to secure further 
funds 
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Undertaking the study…………… 

• Consultation 
• On site audits 
• Desktop assessment 
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Consultation…….. 

• Stakeholder Workshops 
• On-site user consultation 
• User consultation (Web-based) 
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Audits…………… 
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Desktop Assessment…………… 

• Existing condition 
• Level of use 
• Potential improvements 
 • Connectivity 
• Access to community 

facilities 
• Access to open space 
• Evidence of local need 
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DESKTOP ASSESSMENT…………… 

• Income deprivation score 
• Health/BMI score 
• Proximity to allocated sites 
• Tourism opportunities 

 
 
 



Access Prioritisation 
A strategic approach to managing local paths in County Durham 

Prioritising Sites…………… 
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An overview 

• A valuable and robust tool for assessing the path network 
and identifying priorities for improvement 

• Evidence base for justifying carrying out work or lobbying 
for funds/resources to be invested 

• Delivery of projects whose value far exceeds the 
investment in the studies - investment to reap benefits later 

• Method can be weighted to suit circumstances/funding.  
Ours has been focussed on urban areas where 
new/proposed development and in a climate where most 
lucrative funding from LTP (utility) 

• High profile project - recognition at a high level within 
Durham County Council 
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