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MANAGING ECOSYSTEM SERVICES aovisioning Services—providing \

goods that people can use.
URBAN Cultural Services—contributing to
[ ) health, wellbeing and happiness.
INCREASE URBAN TREES AND
Regulating Services—maintaining a
LWOODLAN DS ) healthy, diverse and functioning

Q\vironment. j

Biodiversity: Strong Evidence:- Data from urban woodlands in France has shown that small
woodlands in urban areas can maintain significant bird diversity, with some 50% of the spe-
cies found in peri-urban environments occurring in urban woodlands®. This finding is support-
ed by data from Finland that found 22 species in the countryside, 12 species in urban parks
and 7.4 species in the city centre’. Park size is an important consideration, studies from Spain
and Finland found that parks of 10-35 ha would contain most of the cities species®, and that
size was the most important factor in determining species richness®. Structural diversity is
important in wooded green space, with bird species richness in the Czech republic peaking in
urban green space that was half-forested”. In Sweden, the understory was found to be an
important predictor of bird diversity, with clearing of the understory for management rea-
sons having a negative impact on bird diversitys. The presence of trees in a Swiss study sug-
gests that bird numbers would increase from 13 with no trees to 20 species with 46% tree
cover’. Connectivity between tree patches using lines of woodland or trees is important for
birds in Spain®, and Pipistrelle bats in Birmingham?®.

Recreation and Tourism: Weak Evidence:- Urban remnant woodlands of high ecological val-

CULTURAL

ue are also often used for informal outdoor recreation. However, they often attract property
developers and so are under threat of development™.

Environmental Settings: Strong Evidence:- Trees can encourage the use of outdoor spaces
and the exchange of information as shown by a study in Chicago USA which demonstrated
that green spaces, especially those with trees, attracted more people from a wider demo-
graphic range than spaces devoid of nature™. Neighbourhood satisfaction in Texas was posi-
tively correlated with trees, and negatively with commercial land use'?, while neighbourhood

social ties depend on the extent to which the area has trees and grass™. More connected,

less isolated and less fragmented areas of trees generated higher feelings of neighbourhood
satisfaction in Texas, USA™,
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