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What is ANGSt? 

ÅΨ!ŎŎŜǎǎƛōƭŜ bŀǘǳǊŀƭ DǊŜŜƴǎǇŀŎŜ {ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘΩ 

ÅDeliver quality green spaces near where 
people live 

ÅDeveloped in the 1990s 

ÅBased on research into minimum distances 
people would travel to access nature 

ÅReviewed in 2008 

ÅUpdated in 2010 



²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ΨŀŎŎŜǎǎƛōƭŜΩΚ 

ÅPhysical access 

ÅAvailable for the general public to use free of 
charge and without time restrictions 

ÅAvailable to all 

ïEvery reasonable effort made to comply with DDA 
requirements 

ÅKnown to the target users 

 

 



²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ΨŀŎŎŜǎǎƛōƭŜΩΚ 

ÅTherefore not 

ïSeasonal places closed for part of the year 

ïMany National Trust properties (charge for 
admittance) 

ïRights of Way (linear only) 



²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ΨƴŀǘǳǊŀƭΩΚ 

ÅΨtƭŀŎŜǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘǳƳŀƴ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ 
not intensive so that a feeling of naturalness is 
ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊŜŘƻƳƛƴŀǘŜΩ 

ÅEvaluated using a proxy of naturalness 

 



²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ΨƴŀǘǳǊŀƭΩΚ 

ÅDesignated sites (e.g. SSSI, LWS, LNR) 

ÅOpen countryside 

ÅUnimproved farmland, grassland 

ÅCountry parks 

ÅOpen access land 



bƻǘ ΨƴŀǘǳǊŀƭΩ ŀǊŜΥ 

ÅAllotments 

ÅChurchyards, cemeteries 

ÅFormal recreation space (recreation grounds) 

ÅImproved farmland 



When worlds collide... 

Accessible Natural 

Accessible 
Natural 

Greenspace 



Accessible Natural Greenspace 

Åbƻǘ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ΨƻǇŜƴ ǎǇŀŎŜΩ 

ÅAn important component of green 
infrastructure 

ÅLess common than you might think 



ANG catchments 

ÅPeople will travel farther to access larger 
green spaces 

ÅMeasured at different scales: 

 

 

 

 

ÅThere are currently no 500 ha sites in 
Northamptonshire 

Size of site Catchment radius 

2 ha 300 m 

20 ha 2 km 

100 ha 5 km 

500 ha 10 km 



!bD ǎƛǘŜǎ җ н ƘŀΣ 
with 300 m 
catchment 



!bD ǎƛǘŜǎ җ нл ƘŀΣ 
with 2 km catchment 



!bD ǎƛǘŜǎ җ млл ƘŀΣ 
with 5 km catchment 



!bD ǎƛǘŜǎ җ рлл ƘŀΣ 
with 10 km 
catchment 



On a smaller scale... 

ÅBarnwell Country Park extension 

Before After 



On a smaller scale... 

ÅNene Valley: Ditchford Lakes and Meadows 
ŀƴŘ ²ƛƭǎƻƴΩǎ tƛǘǎ 

Before After 



ANG and planning: the conundrum(s) 

ÅLocal provision standards: x ha/1000 people 

ïNot helpful for small developments 

ÅLarge development sites in multiple 
ownership or with multiple developers 

ï[ŜŀŘǎ ǘƻ ΨōƛǘǘȅΩ ƎǊŜŜƴǎǇŀŎŜ 

ÅStringent s.106 tests 

ï²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ΨŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΩΚ 



Bigger better greenspaces 

ÅBuild on accessible ANG sites 


