
NATURAL AREA 42 : ORNITHOLOGICAL 
ROMNEY MARSH SIGNIFICANCE 2 CONSIDERABLE 

General ornithological character: A lww-lying natural uea  I n  south-east corncr (11' Kcnt, cxtcnding into East Sussex. 
'The grazing rrwshcs of  Rornney Marsh and Wnlland Marsh support important ppulations of breeding waders, and 
wintering wildfowl and rapwrs. Although drainage fur agriculturc has greatly reduced the area nf wet grassland, the 
natural area remains of considcrablc ornithohgical significance. 

tSN high priority 

F Other ntitahk species 

I 'Core Area' mecies 

Extinct/vcry rare breeding species 

Key bird habitats 

I Ssecies snecific action 

I Additional monitoring required 

Wintering Rewick's Swan, Shelduck, Wigeon, Cadwall, Tcd. 

List I 

Rewick's Swan 
Cadwall 

List 2 

S hclduck 
Wtgenn 
S hw vclcr 
Teal 
Grcy Partridge 
Lapwing 
R a m  Owl 
PO chard 

Breeding Snipe. Redshank, Yellww Wagtail, Sedgc Warblcr, Linnet. TIcc 
Saarrow. Corn Runtina. Wintering Hen Harrier. Merlin and Short-earcd (Iwl. 

G arg aney . 

Grazing rnxsh, open water. 

Key issues: 

Loss of natural and scmi-naturnl hnhitak as n result of agricultural intensification, development. mineral cxtraclion 
and sea-level rise. 

Kecreatiwn;il disturbance io brceriing and winiering hirds. 

Key ol),jectivrs: 

1. 

2 .  Maintain present : I ~ I  

Maintain popu1;itions of kcy spcies  within the natural area. 

grazing rri:ush :ind. where possihlc, crcatc new rvcas o n  intensively tmnagcd Tmml:ind. 



- 
NATURAL AREA 43 : ORNI XHOLO GICAL 
LOW WEALD LsIc;NIFIcANcE: SOME 

Generai ornithological rliaracter: ‘The essentially flat landscape of the Low Weald is of rathcr limitcd ornithological 
interest; that which occurs i s  ccntrcd ciii the remaining scmi-natural woods and damp pastures. 

‘Core Area’ soecies 

Extinrt/vcry rare hreedinfi species Fhwfinch. 

Key bird habitats 

Species specific action 

Additional monitoring required 

Serni-natural woods, lowland wet grassland. 

Key iwues: 

I, 

0 Opportunities for habitat crcation. 

Lack of rnanagcnicnt of existing scmi-natural habitats. 

I’rcssurc for hnJ-use changc on sites with scml-natural habitats. 

Key objectives: 

I .  MLwiagc scnii-n:itur:il woods to maintatri arid, whcrc appropriate, cnhance hrccding bird ppula t ions  (eg restoratiun 
t ~ f  coppicing and ridc tii;~ringernerit, ;itid m;lirilcniuice of oltl/dc;tdwnoJ fcnturcs). 

Maintain and,  whcrc yriissible. rcstorc traditiclnnl managcmcnt to 1-crnniriirig wet grasslands. 

MLutiniisl: opimt~tutiitics fur habitat C l - c 3 t i i l n  o n  farmland rrf low existing wilcllifc Intcrcst; where pssibhlc 
cxpand/lirik-up existing sctiii-natural tiahitats. 

2 .  

3 .  



- 
NATURAL AREA 44 : ORNITHOLOGICAL 
HIGH WEALD SIGNIFICANCE : NUTARLE 

(ieneral ornithological character: This natural a-ea LS niic of the most heavily wooded in England and supports the 
typic:ii range wf spccics associated with semi-natural woods arid lowland farmland. Thcrc is a majwr t r x t  01’ lowland 
hcath (Ashdown Forest) characterised by the typical heathland specialisb, and remnants o f  wet meadows in association 
with other ripxian hahiLa&. Howcvcr, the main ornithological interest of this natural areas is the extensive grluing 
marshes of the I’evensey Levels, which support an importarit xvemhlage of breeding and w i n k i n g  waterfowl. together 
with the rccdbccls at Icklcsham. 

lnternationailv important species 

I 

Other notalile species 

‘Core Area’ species 

Extincthry rare breeding species 

Key bird habitats 

Additional moniloring required 

Lisr I 

Nightjnr 
Woodlark 
Dartford Warbler 
Cargancy 
M x s h  Warbler 
Reardcd Tit 

L i S f  2 

S held uck 
Goshawk 
Crcy Partridge 

R a m  Owl 
Lapwing 

Breeding Hobby, Stonechat. Kingfisher. Whinchat, Redstart, Nightingale, 
Ycllow Wagtail, Lesser Spottcd Woodpcckcr. Hawfinch, ‘I‘rcc Sparrow. Snipe, 
Redshank. 

Dart ford Warhl cr. Ni ch tin e arc. 

Woodlark, Whinchat, Curlew, Garg;mey, Marsh Warbler, Spotted Grakc, 
Ruzzud. __ - 

Glazing marsh and wet meadows, reedlxds, semi-natural woods, lowland heath. 

Key issues: 

I) Lack of management of existing areas o f  Iowlmd heath and wet grassland. 

Increasing recreational jmsure  within Ashdown Forest :md other heathland areas. 

J.’rcssurc fnr land-usc change iin all existing semi-natural habitats. 

Hydrological threats t o  and lack o f  managcnicnt c i f  remaining ripanan habitats. 

Key objectives: 

1. Maintain and, whcrc appropriate, trnhance the inxiagertient of grazing i n w h  n n  the Pevcnsey Levels. 

Maintain and, where appropriate, restore 1r:iditional management to areas of lowland heath (:md rcniuining wet 
rncadows). Kestnreire-create he:ithland on ; u u s  o r  low existing wildlife iniercst; where pnssible lirik-up/expand 
existing iucas of lowland hcath. 

Encourage trianagernent o f  Tcklcsharn reeilhecls. 

MnnaEe semi-natural wnnds tii maintain and. whcre appropriate. increase tireeding l~ i rd  ppulations (eg restnraticin 
oC coppicing and ride m:inagcment, ancl maintenance n f  old/ilead wood features ). 

2 .  

3. 

4. 



NATURAL AREA 45 : ORNITHOLOGICAL 
SOUTH DOWNS SIGNIFICANCE : SOME 

General ornithological character: 'The ornithological interest of this naturai area is split between the intcnsivcly- 
inanaged farmland, with its typical range of the more cummon species, and the rcmnants of semi-natural habitats that 
were formerly much more widespread; in particular. chalk downland and scrub. semi natural woodland and river valley 
wetlands (especially within the Arun Valley). 

Inkrnationally important species 

13N high priority List I List 2 

s hoveler 
Grey Partridge 
Lapwing 

Gad wall 
Pochard 
Nightjar 

Other notable species Brccding Kcdshank, Snipe, X-lohhy, Turtle Dove, Yellow Wagtal, Nightingale, 
Stonechat. Whitethroat, Linnet, Corn Bunting, Kingfishcr. 

'Core Area' species 

E.utinct/very rare breeding species 

Key bird habitats Lowland wet grassland, semi-natural woods, chalk downland and scrub, 

Wheatear, Stone Curlew, Nightjar, Whinchat, Dartford Warbler. Raven. 

farmland. 

I-Iahitat rntanagernent to encourage the return of breeding Slonc Curlew, with 
appropriate species protection measures If successful. 

Species specific action 

Additional monitoring required 

Key issues: 

0 Lack of grazing on existing chalk downland. 

Periodic 'scrub-bashiny ' causing local declines i n  scruh Iwcding hird prplations.  

Disturbancc t o  Stone Curlews ncsting on amble farmland. 

liydrologicai thrcats tt:! tlootiplarin wetlands. 

Ongoing inipletncntation of South h J W n S  ESA. 

1. M m i g e  open chdk  grassland to enhance iLs ornithological intcrcst, such that this rioes nut  ccrriflict with other 
conservation ol>.jcctives, eg creating are= i:)f hare ground in association with short turf to encourage the return o f  
hreeding Stone Curlews. 

2 .  Expand the awn and. where pc)ss"ible, link remnants uf existing chalk downland along South Downs, and the wet 
meadows i n  the Awn iirid Arlur vnllcys. 

3 .  M:in;igc ~:msslnrui suruh t o  msint:un nnd, where nppropriatc, cniiance its breeding hirds; favour rotational 
tnanagement of scrub mdicr t h a n  'scruh-b~shing', rnaxirnising the structurd diversity. 



I 



NATURAL AREA 47 : ORNITHOLOGICAL 
IIAMPSHIRRE CHALK SIGNIFICANCE : S(IME 

General ornitholo$@l character: Most 0 1  this natural area is now intensively larnicd. This is rcf‘lcctcd i n  ILS rather 
limited oi-nithological intcrcst, which is hascd on t hc  rernnants oi semi-natural habitats that were fonncrly tnuch more 
cxtcnsive, in particular, chalk grassland. Thc area does, however, retain a small population of brccding Stone Curlew, 
which Utld(1UhlCdly interact with the ncarhy Salisbury Plain-Porton h w n  stronghold. 

I 

‘Core Area’ species 

Key bird hahitats 

Species specific action 

Additional rnonitoring required 

LiSl I 

Stone Cirrlew 

List 2 

Barn Owl  
Quail 
Grey I’artridgc 
Golden Plwcr 
Lapwing 

Rreeding l.lobhy, Ruzzrrrd, Kingfisher, Lesser Spottcd Woodpecker, licdshank, 
Whcatear. Snipe, Turtle Dovc, Nightingale, Whitethroat. Linncl. Corn Bunting. 
Wintering Hen Hxrricr. Merlin and Short-exed Owl. 

Stone Curlcw. 

Niehtiar, Wheatear, Firecrest. 

Chalk grassland ‘and scrub, rrpaxian tidxtats in Tcst and ItLhen vallcys, 
farmland. semi-natural wiiods, 

Oncornf: srxcies Drotection/inanaRcmcnt work tor Stone Curlews 

Keg issues: 

0 Lack of rri:magcmcnt of sem-n:ltural hahltats, pxticulurly chalk grxdand and associalcd scruh, and river valley 
wetlands. 

Periodic ‘scrub-hashing’ c;irrsing local dcciincs in scrub hi-ccding Iiird popufatiuns. 

Water qua l i ty iq i~nl i ty  issues on rivers. 

Ongoing implcnicx~taticrri o f  thc Tcst V:tlley ESA. 

I, 

Key objectives: 

1 .  Maintain and incrcnse the nuiiihcrs and distribution of breeding Stone Curlews within the natural arca with thc 
:ipprupriatc species-syxlcil.ic and hnbitat-hascd iiieasures. Scck to rclocate nesting puis hack onto semi-rralurd 
habitat*s with the appropriate munagernerit. 



NATURAL AREA 48 : 
SOUTH COAST PLAIN 

ORNITHOLOGICAL 
NOTABLE I/ 

General ornithological character: Although much of this natural area is now inlensively farmed arable land, thc 
rcrnriartts nf formerly more axtcnsive sem-natural habitats are of some importance. Serni-natural woodland, such a 
the Forcst of Rere, supports typical species including breeding Nightjar. Coastal wetlands, originally reclaimed from 
s;dtmarsh, support an important nsscrnblage o f  breeding birds including Bearded Tit, large numbers of wintering 
waterfowl arid low numhcrs o f  wintcring raptors. Portsdown Hill, an out-lyer oi‘ the  Hampshire Chalk, supports 
Stoncchat and t.he typical species associated with scrub. Largc numhcrs of’ Rrcnt Goosc and Wigeon regularly tnove 
inland t o  lced on the marshes and farmland. 

Intcrnationallv imnortant snecies 

EN high priority 

Other notable species 

‘Core Area’ species 

1Satincllvery rare breeding species 

Keg bird habitats 

Species specific action 

Additional monitoring required 

Wintering Rrerit Goose, Wigeon. 

List I 

Rrcnt Goose 
Nightjar 
Cctti’s Warbler 
Rcardcd Tit 

List 2 

Shclduck Grey I’artdge 
Wigcon Lapwing 
Pintml Kcdshank 
Teal Rnsn Owl 
S hoveler 

Breeding Hobby, Snipe, Lesser Spt ted Woodpecker, Nightingale, Stonechat, 
Sedgc Wmhlcr. Kccd Warbler, ‘Trcc Sparrow, Hawfinch, Corn Bunting. Low 
numbers of wintering Hen Harrier. Mcrlin and Short-cued Owl. 

Buzzard, Quail, Woodlark, Dxtford Warbler. II 
ll Coastal grazing marsh, scrapes and reedbeds, scmi-natural woods, farmland, 

ch& Erassland and scrub. 

ll Consider provision of ‘alternative feeding ilrcxs’ [or wintering wildfowl on 
farmland. 

/I 
Key issues: 

* Potential threat of rclativc sc;i-lcvcl rise on irnprtnnt freshwater wetlrlnds on coast. 

I, Loss of  important hird habitat though lack crf management of semi-natural habitats. 

0 Opportunitics for hahitat (re-)creation o n  farmland. 

Kcy objertivcs: 

I .  Protect :weits of coastal grazing marsh, crlwn watcr :md rccdheds; manage nppropriatcly to  maximise v:ilue for 
important hird spccics. 

2 .  Maintain and appropriately nisnage remaining :mxs of  scmi-natural woods and chalk grassland (including scnrk). 

3 .  Maximise oppvrttimtics lo r  h:ibital (i-c-)crcation on far-riiland. cxtcnding o r  linkinx cxisting svnii-natural habitats 
whcrc approprintc. 



(ieneral ornithological character: Thc majority of this natural area consists of intensivcly farmed arahle land of low 
o r n i t h l o g i c d  interest. Remaining scmi-natural habitats include fragments of unimprovcd chalk downland and heath. 
coastal grazing tn,ush and deciduous woodland. The extensive grazing marshes at Rrading are particularly important 
Inr hreetlirig and wintcnng waterfowl, as wcll :IS low numbers of wintering raptors. Coastal cliffs provide the nest 
sites for ;I fcw pairs of Peregrine and Raven. 

fnternationally important species 

EN high priority 

Other notable species 

‘Core Area’ species 

Key bird habitats 

Species specific action 

Additional monitoring required 

Wintcring RI-cnt Goose. 

List I List 2 

Brent Goose 

Cetti’s Warbler 
Wigcon Grey I’xtr1rigc 

Peregrine Ram Owl 
Lapwing 

Rreecling Snipe, Redshnrrk. Nightingale. Stonechat, Corn Bunting (Shelduck). 
Low numhcrs of wintcrinc Hen Harrier, Merlin and Short-card Owl, 

I’ochxc-1. Ruzzxd. Nichtrau. Dartford Wwbler, Kavcn. 

Coastal granng marsh, chalk downland and lowland heath, semi-natural woods, 
f;lrdand. 

Opportunistic species protcctlon and habitat management rnmsures for rare 
breeders, as appropriate. 

Key issues: 

I, Opportunities fur  habi ta t  (re-)creation on farmland. 

L;i& of or inappropnatc m:in:ijiemcnt of rernainlng semi-natural habitats. 

1. Maintain :ind. whcre possihlc, itxrcasc pi-cscnt area of semi-natural hrihitats with the appr~)priiite rnariapernent. 



NATURAL AREA 50 : ORNITHOLOGICAL 
NEW FORES‘I’ SIGNIFICANCE : 0 WTSTANDING 

General ornithological character: A rtatural area of outstanding ornithological interesi. especially for rare breeding 
hirds :t<sociated with the extensive deciduous woodland uid hcathland hahitats of the New Forest. Floodplain 
grasslands within the Avon Valley support irnprtant numbers of breeding waders and internationally important 
riiurnbers of  wintering Rcwick’s Swans among other wildfowl (as well ils passage Black-tailed Gudwit). Adjacent 
Ilnoded gravel pits :uc also important l i ) ~  wintering wi1dfi)wl. 

I Internationally important specirs 

I 

Other notahte species 

I ‘Care Area’ species 

Extincthry rare tireeding species 

Key bird hahitats 

Species specific artiori 

I Additional moni torinx reqii ired 

Wintering Bcwick’s Swan, Gi~dwall. 

List I 

Rcwick’s Swan 
Gadwall 
Pochllrd 
Cettt’s Wnrhler 
Dartford Warbler 
W no d 1 ark 
Ni ph t jar 

List 2 

Wigcnn Giildcn Plovcr 
Shoveler L:lpwlnp 
Tcal Curlcw 
Honey Buzzxd R a m  Owl 

Breeding Hohhy, Little Ringed Plover, Snipe, Redshank, Kingfisher, Lesser 
Spotted Woodpecker. Buzzard, Nightingale, Redstart, Whinchat, Stonechat, 
Whcatcar, Hawfinch. Wintcnne Hen Harrier and pwsace Black-tailed Gndwit. 

Cctti’s Warbler, Dartford Warbler. Woudluk, Bcwick’s Swan. Nightjar. 

EXoncy Buzzard, Goshawk, Kinccd Plover. Firecrest. 

Lowland heath and mire, semi-natural woods. conifcr plantation, lowland wet 
erassland. floodcd rravcl nits. 

Implement species-specific managemcnt for heathland birds as appropriate. 
Protect rare breeding spccies, such as Horiey Buzzard, from disturbance. 

Key iSSlJeS: 

I, Lack of nianageirient :md increasing recreational pressure within the New Forcst. 

1 Ica th land KS tor3 ti o n/ re-ci’ca t i o t i  , 

I Iydrolngicnl threat< to and lack of manngcmcnt of remaining floodplain werinnds. 

I’rotection of  rare hrecding hirds. 

Ongoing irnplernentation of the Avon Valley ESA. * 
Key ol),jectives: 

1, Maintain :ind. where possible, rrstrrrc tr:iJitional rnanagement regimes to lowlmd heath. niircs. gr 
wnodland within the Ncw I?rr‘cst to berrcfit thcir special birds. 

Restoreire-create habitats typical cif these :irciis (and other parts of the natural xca);  where possihlc, cxtcnd/link- 2 .  
u p  cxisring sctnl-naturnl hnhit:1ts. 

3. Maintain and. where p ~ s ” j > l ~ .  rcstnre/enhance rn,ulagerncnt of existing lowland wet gra inds. Re-create. where 
qqmpriiate. Mxuirrrise heneflt to heeding a r i d  wintering wetland birds of the Avon Vnllcy ESA. 

Ensure ccrnsents f(.ir new snnd/gravel extraction include alter-use plans that contain the appropriate hahitat 
creation. 

4. 



NATURAL AREA 51 : 
SOUTH WESSEX DOWNS 

~~~ ~ ~~ 

Getieral ornithological character: G l ;qe  arm id rolling duwniaiid. which riscs tu scvcrd hundred metres in places. 
Much ha.: hecn suhjcct t o  agricultural inlcnsiiicntion and supports the range ol spccics typical of lowland hi-mlariii. 
The surviving ririlrriprovcd chalk dcrwnland of Salishury I’lain 1-cpresents thc largest remaining arca nf‘ such habitat In  

westcm Erirope. Hrccding spetiics include Stcrnc Curlew and Quail. species now rare elsewhere in  Britain. 

ORNITHOLOGICAL 
SIGNIFICANCE : CONSIDERA HLE 

Internationallv important species 

Other notable species 

‘Core Area’ sneries 

Extitictiverv rare breedinc species 

Keg bird habitats 

Species specifir action 

Additional monitoring required 

List I 

Stone Chrrlew 

List 2 

Montacu’s Hamcr, Cnmcrake. Whcatc‘w, 

U n im plover1 c h d k  di I w nl ‘and, f m  land. 

Protect breeding Stone Curlcw and wintcring xnptor roosts from ciisturkance. 
Managc silts on downland and adjacent arable (particularly set-asidc) land to  

providc vcry short turf7hare ground for nesting Stone Curlew. 

Annual monitoring of late suinrncr gatherings crf Stone Curlew to assess 
hreetlint: productivity. 

Key issues: 

IASS (if suitablc chaik i1i)wnlrtnd habitat drrc to agi-iculti~ml intensiill-atinn and hck o f  apprrqxiatc management. 

L)istrirha?nce o f  r x c  hrcctlirig species, including hy hirtl watchers. 

Ongciirig iiiiplcmcntntion of the South Wcsscx Downs ESA. 

I) 

0 

Krg objectives: 

4. hlaxirnisc hcncfits to hircls of the South Wcsscx L)owns ESA 



NATURAL AREA 52 : UHNlr'HOLOGICAL 
DORSET HEATHS SIGNIFICANCE : 0 UTSTA NIIING 

"- 

General ornithological character: This natural area includes extensive arcas o l  lowland healh supporting important 
populations c i f  characteristic heathland birds, although thcrc hxs heen much loss of this habitat over recent decades to 
forcstry (including Ringwood Forest), farmland and development. 'The remaining areas of lowland wet grassland along 
river valleys are of impirtancc for hrccding waders and. tnRether with the adjacent flooded gravel pits, wintcring 
Wlldf(JWl. 

Internationally important species 

Other notable species 

'Core Area' sneries 

IMnct/very rare breeding species 

Key bird habitats 

Species snecitk action 

Additional monitoring reqrired 

List I 

Bewick's Swan 
Nightjar 

Cetti's Warbler 
Dartf'ord Warhler 

W 00 d liitk 

List 2 

Hen Harricr 
Merlin 
Quail 
Grey Parhidgc 
Lapwing 
Curlew 
R a m  Owl 

Rrccding Ruzzard, Hohhy, Snipe, Redshank, Kingfisher. Nightingale, Kcdstart, 
Whinchat, Stoncchat, Whentear. 

Dart ford W aubler. Night iar. W ciodlark. Ouail . 
-. 

Honey R u t ~ a r d ' ?  Firecrest? Yellow Wagtail. 

Lowland hcathland mire, sernr-natural deciduous wood1;uid. conifer plantation, 
lowland wet grassland. 

Protect rare hrceding spccies from disturhancc. 

Key issues: 

Lack wf management and increasing recreational prcssurc nn  many hcathland arcxs. 

* Lick of management of remaining lowland wet grassland. 

Mineral c x h x t i o n .  

Key ohjurtivw: 

I .  Majnhin :md, whcrc possMc ,  rcstorc tmlitit-mal rnnnajyrnent to lowlaricf heath, mires and wct grassland. 

Kt.store/re-creatc habitats typical of the area. whcrc possiblc. extend or link existing sctnj-natud habitats. 

Ensure conscnts for now sand/gravcl cxtraction include appropriate habitat creation plans. 

2 .  

3. 



NATURAL AREA 53 : ORNITHOLOGICAL 
ISLES OF PORTLAND AND PURBEGK SIGNIFICANCE : SOME 

I 

(;cneral iirnithological character: A riiilural arca of some ornithulogical interest, centred mainly on rcrnatnirrp xelu: 

(ii uncultivated ctrdk downland. The maijority 01 the area is now intensively rnan:tged pasturc or arable and of limilcd 
valuc to most birds. 'I'hc relatively small remaining areas ( ~ f  wiiodland support thc typical spccics. 

Internatinnally important species 

EN 1iig:ti priority Lisi I 

Grey I'xtridgc 
Lapwing 
Curlew 
R a m  Owl 

List 2 

I 

Other notable snecies Breedine Ruzznnl, Hubhv. Kindishcr. Stonechat. 

Extinctlvery rare breeding species 

Key hird habitab 

Quail, Woodl:u-k, Wheatear, Whinchat.. Rcdstut, Nightingalc. 

Chalk downland, farmland semi-natural woods. 

Species specific action 

Additional monitoring required 

1 



- 
NA'TURAL, AREA 54 : ORNITHOLOGICAL 
WESSEX VALES SIGNIFICANCE: SOME 

1 GeneraX ornithological character: This natural arca uonsisk o f  mosaic of lragincntccl semi-natural woods, neutral 
and acid grxslands arid dry heath, set in a rriatnx o f  intensively managed grzslands with well-developed hedgerow 
networks. These habitat< support the typical range of thc inorc cornmon spccics associated with them, with small 
numbers of Dartford Warbler present nn the edge o f  its range on  the few aleas of gorse heath. Rivers and streams 
provide aJJitiuna1 bird habitats. 

International I y irriportant species 

EN high priority List i List 2 

Lapwing 

Other notable species 

'(:ore Area' species 

Extinctivery rare breeding species 

Hreeding Buzzard, Nightingale, Dipper. Kingfisher. 

Dartford Warhlcr. Earn Owl, Cirl Hunting. 

, Key bird hahitats , Semi-natur:d woods. f:amland, gorse heathland. 

Species spccific action Manage gorsc 10 rctain its suitability for Dartford Warhlcrs. 

* Encourage expansion of the B x n  Owl population by providing nest lxxes 
:md suitahlc rough grassland feeding hahitak as appropriate. 

Additional rnonitoring required 

Key issues: 

L:ick of or inappropriate manngernenr of scrni-natural habitats. 

@ Watcr quality/quantity issrics. 

Key oljjectives: 

I .  M:iiritain :ind. if pcissihlc, criti:mcc the sriiall Llar-tford Warhlcr population within thc natural ~ u e a  with thc 
:ipprr)l)rintc hahitat niat:qctiieiit. 

M,znnjie semi-nntural woods tn maintrim and. where npprcqx-iate. enhance their breeding bird populntions. 

Encourage rnnnapernctit uf  farrnlarid 1h:iI  is syrnpnthetic to its hird pupu1:itions. 

l>romote the sytnpnthetic iniinageIiicnt rrf wiitercourscs and ripuirian habitats. 

2 .  

3 .  

i t .  

i 



r, 

NATURAL AREA 55 : 0 KNITHO LO GICAI, 

(icneral ornithologicai character: An iuca of hill-land nt rattier llmited ornithological significance. thc m m  twd 
habitats consist crf the small, frnprieritcd reinnins ril ' sciiwnatural hahitats. in particular, unrinproved grrdarid,  lowland 
heath and tnke. semi-natiiral woods arid hedgerows. 

IIIACKDOWNS SIGNIFICANCE: S O M E  

~ 

Internationally important sntfcies 

EN high priority 

'Core Area' sneries 

Extinct/vrry rare hrrrding species 

Key bird habitats 

Species specilk artion 

Additional monitoring required 

,!,is6 List 2 

Breeding Ruzzard. Hohhy, Kingfisher, Dipper, Nightingale, Whitethruut. Lcsser 
Whitcthront, Kavcn. Small nunihcrs nf breeding Lapwinp and Curlew. 

Ruzzaud . 

Utiimprovcrl pasture, lowland heath, scini-n:itural woods nnil hedgerows. 
riparian habitats. 

Ericourapc ct-catinn uf gruss strips tn provide hunting h:ibitat for Earn Owls, 

also proviJitiC ricst hiixcs as appropriatc. 

Key issues: 



/I NATURAL AREA 56 : 
1 SIGNIFICANCE : CONSIDERABLE 1 I DEVON REDIANI) 

c;eneral Wn~tholOgiciIl character: l%e ornithological interest of this nntnral area IS concerned with two main 
aspeck. Firstly, the East Devon Heaths arid Haldon Heaths, which s u p p r t  nationally important population of species 
:issocrated wirh this much reduced habitat. Sccandly, the a r m  continues to tx one uf the main strongholds for the Cirl 
Bunting, which is largcly rcsbicted to thc  coastal fringe of south Devon. Thc :irc:i also supports the typical range o f  
species associated with k~wl:ind f ~ t n l a n d  and thc south-west rivers. 

Internationally important species 

ICN high priority Lisi I 

Nightjar 
Woodlark 
D ~ t f h ~ d  Warhlcr 
Cir.1 Bunting 

Lisl 2 

Honcy Buzzard 
Goshawk 

Grey I’wtridge 
Lapwing 
Barn Owl. 

PCKCgnni! 

Other notable species Rrecding Hohhy, Ruzzard, Kingfishcr. Dipper, Whitethroat, Lmnet, Lesser 
Spotted Woodpecker (Annual records of brceding Scrin). Wintcring Hcn 
Harricr. 

‘Core Area’ species I Cirl Bunting, Dartford Wurbler, Nightjar. 

Extinct/very rare breeding species 

Ke v bird b i ~  b i ta ts 

Quail. Curlew, Stonechat, Dartford Warhlcr, Raven, Serm. 

Luwland heath. cunifer alantations. farmland, livers and sf.rcarns. 

Species specific action I .  
2.  

Manage breedmg and wintering hahttat lor Cirl Buntings. 
Species managcinent for heathland hirds as appropriate. 

Additional monitoring required 

Key issues: 

Lack cif mmnapement of existing heathland. 

Increasing recreational pressure on lowland heath. with resulting disturbance problems. 

Agricultur:il changes causing declines in f,umlmd hirds, particularly the Cirl Bunting. 

r) 

0 

Key nhjertivfw 

1 I Maintain natural area as a stronghold for Cil. Runting. Irnplernent m~mnagemcnt to maintain existing hrccdlng and 
wintering hnhitals :itid, where approprialc, u*c:ite/restnre in ncw xntf former m e r ~ s ~  

2 .  Maintain :incl, where ;ippropriatc, i-estorc trnditional managctnent to existing tiagtncnts n T  lowland heath. 
Re-crcatc heathland vcgctatiun; Implement species-specific managernetit for rare heathland hirds :LS nccesswy. 

wherc possible, expand or link cxisting fragmcnk. 



NATURAL AREA 57 : 
SOUTH DEVON SIGNIFICANCE : NOTAB LE 

0 RNI THO LOGICAL 

( h e r d  ornithological character: A naturd area d notable ornithological interest, it consists o f  a complex pattern 
(if fragmented calcareous grasslnncls, lowland hcath and semi-natural woods set i n  an intensively rnanagcd apicultural 
landscape. The overriding significancc of the area for birds Is that i s  suppnrk most of’ thc country’s Cirl Bunting 
population and will thcrcfrjre play thc  princip:ll role in maintainlnR t.his rare and viilnerable spccles rls a British bird. 

I 

Other notable species Rrccdinfi Buzzard. Kingfisher. Dippcr, Lcsscr Spotted Wnodpccket. Kedstart 
Stonechat. Raven, Liririef (Grcy Wagtail). 

Cirl Bunting, Buzzard. ‘Core Area’ species 

Extincthery rare breeding species Lapwing, Curlew, W h e a t e ~ ~  Nightinjinie, Hluick Xicdstast, Corn Bunting, 
Hoi?poe. 

I ~ e v  bird haliitats 1 Farmland, scmi-nnlural woods and grasslands, lowland hcath. flooded clay pits. I 
I - 1  I 

Species specific action I .  Managc hedges and adjacent fields tii provide suitablc breeding and 
wintering habitats tor Clrl Buntings. 
Irnplctncnt species action plans for Woodlark and Nifihtjar. 2.  

Additional rrionitoring required 



NATURAL AREA SX : 
BODMIN MOOK SIGNIFICANCE : NOTABLE 

ORNI THULOGICAL 

(kneral cir-nithalogical character: Au :isseirihl:ipe of species typical crf the moorkmd fringe elsewhere ~ ;in avilauna 
tlornina~ecl by opcn scruh country species. with passennes on the moorland and waders on the irnprovcd pnsture in 
winter. 

Internationally important species Wintering Golden 1’1over. 

6 N  high priority List 1 List 2 

Gulden Plover 
Lapwing 
Curlcw 

Other notable species R~-ccding ~ ~ I J L Z U ~ ,  Snipe, Dipper, Whinchat, Stonechat, Wheatear, Kedstart, 
Kavcn (Crcy Wagtail). Wintering raptors. 

Ruzzard. Stonechat, W hinch at, W hea teas. win term e Go Iden Plover ‘Core Area’ species 

13xtinctivery rare breeding species I Mcrlin, Pcrcgnnc, Nixhtiar7 Dunlin (intcrmittcnt). 

Keg bird habitats 

Species specific action 

Wet moorland, shruhby heath and improved pnstures. 

Additional monitoring required Quantification of winkring wadcr population. 

Key issues: 

Poaching and overgrazing nf shrrh rnoorlmd. 

intensification of manaecmcnt o n  hill Ihi-ms 



li I rl 
NATURAL AREA 59 : ORNITHOLOGICA14 
CORNISH KILLAS AND GIIANITE SIGNIFICANCE : s o M E  

GrneraX ornithological thiiracter: A natural areit u l  rathur Iitnited I-)mithulogical interest. that  which docs n w u r  IS 

ccntrcd on the complex p:tttem o f  frnpmentcd heaths, tnxes. scrub and semi-natural woods. which arc set t n  an 

rntcnsively mmaged agricultural int~lscape characterised by extcnsjve hedgerow networks. Several spccrcs that were 
forrriedy inore widespread within thc nntwal xcti uc now very r x c  brccdcrs or have ccascd to breed in rcccnt 
JcGlrles. 

Internationally important sperics 

1SN high priority List 1 List 2 

B r m  Owl 

o t h e r  notahtr spccius Breeding Buzzard, Kinglisher. Dipper, Sedge W:lrbler, Whitcthroat. Stonechnl, 
Linnet. Raven. Wintering Hcn iiarncr. 

1 7  Lore Area3 sneries 

tSxtinct/vrry rare breeding species Lapwing, Quail. Grey Il:tstridgc, Pcrcgnne, Nightj:r. Cui-lcw, Cir-l Rtinling, 
Dartlord Warbler, Redsiarl, Corn Runtinp, Woudlxk. 

FxnilanJ,  serni-natural wnods, scrub :irid heathland. Key hird habitiits 

Species specific artion 

Additional monitoring required 

Key issues: 

@ Lack of rnimafiwicnt of  remaining semi-natural habitats und prcssure for Ian<l-use change. 

Key ot1,jrctivcs: 

1 . M:in:ig~ scnii-natural habitnts itrid the rntcrvening Parinland in n rnnnncr syiiipathclic to their hird ppnlations.  



NATURAL AREA 60 : ORNITHOLOGICAL 
THE LIZARD SIGNIFICANCE : SOME I 

... 

General ornithological character: The Lizard periirisuliir rctaiiis large area of heathland. on serpentine rock. 
dominatcd hy gorse and Cornish heath. It has  rcinained uncultivated due t o  regular watcrlogging in places and many 
I:uge rocks. Loe Pool i s  thc largest area of naturally occurnng freshwater in Cornwall and supports low nurnhers of 
wintering ducks. 

Internationally important species 

1SN high priority List I Lisi 2 

I Cctti’s Waublcr 

Other notahle speries 

Peregrine 
Oystercatcher 
Lapwing 
Curtcw 

Breeding Buzzard, Stonechat, Wheatcar. Sedge Warbler, Kwcii, Linnet, Corn 
Bunting. Small nurnbrs ol  wintcring Gadwall, Shoveler, I’nchard. Men Hxncr, 
Merlin, I’erecrinc and Shwrt-e:acd Owl. 

‘Core Area’ species 

Extinrtlvery rare breeding species 

Key bird habitats 

Species specific action 

Grey Partridge, Quail, Nightjar, Dartford Warbler, Cirl Bunting, Corn Runtinp. 

Gorsc and Cornish heath dominated heathland, freshwater hke. 

Additional monitoring required I 
Key issues: 

1) Loss of hciith vcgctalion. 

* ha inapc  of wet weas. 

0 1 ntcnsil‘ication of njiricnttu~c. 

Key objectivfs: 

I .  Kctain present range and distrihutiiin of high priority species. 

Rcgain Cirl Runring as a rcgular hrceding spccics. 2.  



NATURAL AREA 61 : 
DARTMOOR 

ORNITHOLOGICAL 
SIGNIFICANCE : NOT AW,E 

Internationally important .pecks 

EN hiCh p r i o r i t y  

fypical npen mocirlanci spccics supplernentcd by a drverse western ciakwood hrccdinp assemblage. The result is a fairly 
unique nux of breeding spcpccics, w r ~ h  sevcrad prcscnt on the southemmost edge of  their west Pdcart;ric rnrige (Red 
Grouse, Goldcn Plover and Dunlin). 

Olher notable species 

Key tiird habitats 

Species specific action 

Additional monitoring required 

un nlin 
Woodlai-k 

Gushawk 
Peregrine 
Red Groiise 
Lapwing 
Goldcn Plover 
Curlew 
Basn Owl 

Breeding ~ ' ~ u z z w ~ ,  Hohhy, Snipe, Kinglishcr, Dipper. Kcdstart Whinchar. 
Stoncchnt Wtte:itear, King C)uzel, Lesser Spotted Woodpecker, Rwen (Pied 
Flvcalchcr. Wood Warbler and Crev Wagtail). Winterlne Hen Hurricr. 

Od& wouctlund. grass n~iur land ,  rocky cliffs, shrub heath, blinket bog, valley 
mire. 

Consider species-specific Inanagemcnt to rnaintain and enhance s1i1d1 Giildcn 
Plovcr rind Dunlin populnfions. 

Include main upland wader weu  in national long-term hrccding bird monitoring 
schcme. 

Key issues: 

0 Ovcrgrazing or. pcissiibly, liick of hurning management in core area for Ked Grousc and breeding wadcl-s. 

Key cil),jrctEves: 



NATURAL AREA 62 : ORNITHOLOGICAL 
CULIM MEASURES SIGNIFICANCE : NOTABLE 

(kneral ornithological character: A natural area of notable urnithological interest, consistug mainly of :icrdic wet 
iiasturcs (known hs the 'Culm Grasslands') which are a poor habitat for breeding wadcrs. although Curlcw arc 
supporlcd in reasonable numbers. This well-hedged area does, however, support the typical range of species 
associated with lowland pasture and scrrri-natural wcrods. 

Internationally irrrportant species 

EN high priority Lisi I Lisl 2 

Curlew 
Ram Clwl 

Other- ni.itable species Breeding Ruzza~d,  Sriipc, Kingfishcr. Dipper, Whitethroat. Ravcn, (Grey 
Wagtail). Wintering Hen H<wriet. 

I 'Core Area' sneries 

Extinct/very rare hreeding species Corncr;ikc. Grey Partridge, Lapwing, Sedge Warblcr, Whinchat. Stonechat, Corn 
Bunting, Cirl Bunting. 

Acid wet pastures, wooris, rivers. Key bird habitats 

Species specific action Maintain uncultivated graw margins to provide hunting hahitat for Ram Owl; 
provide ncst boxes as appropriate. 

I Additianal manitoring required I 
Key issues: 

a Continucd loss of Cuim Grasslmnds. 

Nest disturbance o f  R : m  Owl  and Curlew. 

Water quality/qu:intity issucs. 

Key trh,jectivrs: 

1. M a i n t a n  und, wtierr possible, erh:irrcc the iiiiin:igenwnt 01 Culm Grass1:inrls to tienefit brcclcline, birds, in 
part iculx,  encouraging rtre patterns of land use that arc rcquircd by Ram C)wls arzd Curlews. 

2 .  Mnnnjic hcdscs and hroad-leaf woods to tiencfit breeding birds. 



{ieneral ornithological character: 
the. woocicd v:iileys, with not:hle ! ( . i ~ i l  populations of their nviiui predators (cspcwdIy Mcrlin). 

AI )  : i w i  ciomiiirtted hy tmssermcs I those typical of  the ripen moors and those o i  

1SN high priority List 1 I List 2 

Other nofable species Breeding Ruzzud. Dipper, Rctistxt, Whinchat, Stoncchat. Wheatear, Ring 
Ortzel. Raven, Linnet. (Grcy Wagtail, Pied F1yc:itchcr ruid Wood Warbler). 
Wintcrrng Men Hanier. 

‘Core Area’ species Huzzard. Lhpper. Whinchat, Stonechat, Wheatcar. Pied Flycatchcr, Wood 
W;irhler. Redstart. 

Extinclivrry r:m hreedirq species 

Key bird habitats 

Species specific action 

Additional monitoring required 

Kcd Gr ime ,  Black Grousc, Lapwinc, Curlew, Snipc, Cirl Bunting. 

Heather mi)orland, &cidui)us woods in river valleys. 

Annual monrtcrring of hrecding Mcrlin population, togcthcr with an investigation 
of rcasons why Mcrlin nutnbers fnil to hcreinc despite good breeding succcss 

and apparently suitahle unriccupied hahihts. 

Key ohjertives: 



NATURAL AREA 64 : 
VAI,IS OF TAUNTON SIGNIFICANCE: SOME 

ORNITHOLOGICA I- 

(:eneral ornithological character: This natural arca IS charactcriscd hy intensively managed farmland (mostly grass) 
with ii sc:ittcring o f  unitnproved, neutral grxslands and smaii woods. particularly o n  the inure sloping terran. Along 
with thc extensive hedgerow networks that remain in sume areas. these habitats support the typical range of the more 
ciiinmon spccics associated with lowland farmland and woods. 

Internationally important species 

ICN high priority Lisl 1 Lisi 2 

- 
Other notable species 

Lc'ore Area? species 

Extincthery rare breeding species 

Key hird habitats 

Breeding Bur,zard. Nightingale, Redstart, Dipper. 

Sc t n  I - ti aturai w I rods, scrub. 

Species specific action 

Additional monitoring required 

Key issues: 

a I .ack of or inappropriate managcmcnt o f  scmi-natural habitats. 

Opportunities fcrr habitat re-crention/restofariorl nn fmnlmd. 0 

Key objectives: 

1 ,  Manage sc~ni-n;itnral wands to rnaint:iin and, whcrc possiblc, enhance their breeding bird populations, cg restoring 
coppicing/ridc tiiaiingemcnl and retaining old/rle:idwood features. 

2. Encouruge the management of fxmlatid that is sytnpathetic to i ts h k i  ppula t ions .  



- - 
NATURAL AREA 65 : ORNITHOLOGICAL 
Mm-SOMERSET WILLS SIG NIFICA NUE: SOME .. 

(ienei-ai ornithologicai character: A natural area of some oinlthologicd interest it comprises of :I series u l  hcavlly 
wooded limestone ridges with scruh anti caicxeous grassland which intertwke with the wellrind habitats of the 
Sornersct Levels. Whilst the woodlands and scrub support the typical range o f  the inwe common spccics zsociatcd 
with thcse hahitats. this natural iuca is more important for invertebrates, particularly huttertlies. 

- 
Other nutable species 

‘Core Area’ species 

Extinctivery ~ - i ~ r e  breeding species 

Breeding Ruzz,;lrJ, Nightingale, Lesser Spottcd Wordpecker. Whiicthroet. 

Kcds~ar t  L:ipwing. 

internationally important species 

EN high priority List I List 2 

Species specific action 

Addilionai monitoring required 

1. Mluiagc scmi-na~ural wciods atitl grasslatiJ scrub to maintain nnd. where apprtiprrnte, cnhuncc thcir hrccding bird 
ppulations. Fur cx:mple, rcstoraticin of coppicirip and ride tiiaiiaperrient, :md rn;iintermrice o f  oldidcad wocd 
Icntiires in sctnr-n:itural wooils, unil fnvounng rotalionnl rn:inagemcnt 1 7 1  scruti ratlicr than ‘scrub-hnslirig’, 
riinximising its structur:il divcrsily. 

2. Ensure i1i:iiingeriicnt for birds docs riot coiitlict with m:magcmcnt for r : n  invcrtchrates :ind plants. 



N A T U R A L  AREA 66 : ORNITI~OLLOCICAL 
MENDIPS SIGNIFICANCE : SOME 

(kneral ornithological character: This i i i i i i m l  area IS ch;uacteriseJ by intensively rnanaped cdciueotis grassland. 
mixed with a smallcr number nf arable fields, set i n  a well-hcdgcd, rolling landscape. 'I'lic W C B  thcrcforc supporis thc 
typical range of common lowland farmland species. This rather Iitnited ornithological interest is added to by a large 
nurnhcr of small woods. 

Internationallv irnwrtant swr ies  

EN high priority 

Othrr notahle species 

'Core Area' species 

Extiiictivery rare breeding species 

Key bird habitats 

Species specific action 

Additional iiionitoring required 

List 1 List 2 

Peregrine 

Lapwing 
Grey Partridge 

Rreeding Stunechat. Whinchat. Ruzzarrt. Snipe, Nightingdc, Redstart, 
Whitethroat. Linnct. 

Nigh tjar+ Curlew. H arn 0 w I, W heat ear, W hinc hat, S t onecht,  LXi1.t ford W adder, 
Cirl Bunting, Corn Bunting. 

Lirncstonc grassland, l'arniland. 

Key issues: 

@ Lack of rrimnagemenr cif existing sen11-1tat11r:ll hahit.:tis, 

@ Continuing dcclincs of lowland farmland hirds. 

Opportunitics for hshi tnt  creation c i n  furrilanci. I, 

Key objectives: 

I , Managc scmi-natural woods I o  hcncfit thcir hird populations (ug 1-cstnratinn c i f  ccippicing and ride management), 

1. M:ixirn~se opportunities for h:ibitnt (re-)-crcntion o n  farmland nf low-existing wildlife interest. Wherc pnssiblc 
cxpaii~l o r  link-up existing fr2plTlentS o f  semi-naturnl hahitals. 

3. Managc farmlruid in ;i inunncr syiiipathctic to its bird populations, including hcdgcrows 



- 
NATURAL AREA 67 : ORNITHOLOGICAL 
LEVELS AND MOORS SIGNIFICANCE : 0 UTSTA NIIXNG 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

General or-nithologicai character: A natural arcs ui' outstandmg ornrthological slgnificaricc tor hoth trreeding and 
wintering birds, and in particular, watcifowl. The Somerset Lcvcls :inJ Moors is u n c  of the largest areas of 
traditionally managed low1,md wct grassland, fen and raised mire ~n Britain. These areas support internationally 
important concentrations of winrering waterfowl (averaging in excess of 40,WO birds) and formerly one  of the 
country's mosl. irnpiirtant hrccding water populations, although nurnhcrs h a w  inrich tleclirid sincc the war. There are 
also 1:qc areas clf gra ind that have hccn irnprovcd and are now intensivcly managed. The natural i ~ r e i ~  also 
inclucles the 'Flatlands'. ;in ;IJW of lowland wet grassland ;Idjuccnt to thc Scvcrn Estu,q,  und several upcn water 
Iwdics. such as Ckddar  liescrvciir. 

I I 

R1xk-tailcd Godwlt 

Rewick's Swan 

Other notable specks Rreedmfi Snipe, Kedshsnk. Kingfishcr. Yellow Wagtail, Whinchat. Scdgc 

Warbler. Wintering Ruff arid passage Whimhrcl. 

Lapwing , !3 1 ack-t siled God w I t, R ewick ' s Swim . 

Bittcrn, M x s h  Harricr, Black-tailcd Codwit. 

Lowland wet grassland, raised mire, fen. 

UndertL&e spwiies-specific inanajiernent for r im breeders as necessary. 

'Core Area' species 

Extinctivrr-y rare breeding species 

Key bird habitats 

Species specific action 

Additional rnonhring required 

I 


