
I NATURAL AREA: 61 Dartmoor I WETLAND SIGNIFICANCE: HIGH 11 

DESCRIPTTON: 
Dartmoor is the largest granite outcrop in England. It has an important rauge of upland wetland habitats including 
blanket bog, valley mire, raised mire, river valleys and alder and willow cam. 

SSSIs CONrAlNlNG WETIA NLI IIABITA TS 
SSXs DOMINAY'lT[> BY A WETLAND HABITAT 
SSSI WETLrf NI> DOMINANTS 
SSSI NIURIENT S'TA TlJS 

14/34 (41.2%) 
6 (1 7.6%) 
mire (3, wet heath ( I ) ,  spring fedflush (1) 
12 oligotrophc, 4 mesotropic 

KEY WETLAND TYPES: inire (MI, M2, M3, M17a, c, M21); spring f e d  flush (M29); river (no data); 
wet heath (M15, M16); wet grassla~d (M23a); pouds and reservoirs (no data); 
wet woodland (W1, W4a, W7b, c); fen (M4, M6, M10, M24c, M25a, b, c )  

LENGTH OF RIVERS: 533 km 

KEY WETLAND SITES: Dartmoor 
NCR 2, SAC 3 

NATIONALLY RARE AND SCARCE WETLAND PLANT SPECIES: 
Hurnimurhyu puiuvdosu S C:humaemelum nobik S 
Lycopodiellrr inunduiu S Elntine hexandra S 
Spirunthcs romonzoflana S Pilulrrriu globulgeru S 
lsoe1es echinosporu S Viola lacreu s 

ASSOCIATED INTERESTS: 1) 
2) 

breeding waders and other species associated with wet moorland habitats 
invertebrate assemblages associated with mire, wet woodland temporary 
pond habitats 
ower plants associated with mire and river habitats 

KEY ISSUES: milirary use, b e g ,  graZjng, abstraction, eutrophication, acidification, low river flows, agricultural 
improvement, lack of knowledge, neglect, retention of temporary pools 

WETLAND SSSI ISSUES: Pollution 1 (7%) Water levels I (7%) Recreation 3 (21%) 

KEY OUECI'IVES: 1)  Maintain and diance the wrrmt atat, diversity and wnditirn of thc wetlandhabitats through apprwnrde m d h g  
and subsequmt managanmt, prnticularly the impoaanl mire, fm and wet heath c o a m d e ~ .  

2) Mcrc allthercquiremmb of intwaticnal treaties relating to wellmid m a t i m ,  namely the R~rmsar cmvmtim, Birds 
DLaXivc aud Habitats and Species Diredive. 
3) Restore and d a n w  the hyhology, wata quality and mmagemmt ofwdand sites thd mc curratly m s u b - c ~ t i m ~  
canditim, particularly relating to apprqriatc graing regimes. 
4) Sak oppntunities for habitat ~ e a l i c n  of wdmd habitats. 
5 )  M t a i n  and Imhanncc important pupuldms of wdaud plants md animals and carry nut apprnpriale m d & g  tc~ 
& d c  their s2atus, pmtidwly ~ e c l e s  ass~~i&dtd with mire, fm md wet heath. 
6) Iiaw with thc hvironment Agency and &er govanmmt trcdics over policy issues and plarming, 
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NATURAL AREA: 62 Culm Measures I W E E A N D  SIGNIFICANCE: HIGH 

DESCRIPTION: 
The Culm Measures derives its name from the Carbotuferous slates, shales and sandstones of the area. The species 
rich cuhn grasslands are important for wet grassland communities and invertebrates including the marsh fritillary. 
'here are some good examples of willow and alder can and the Taw, Torridge and Tamar river valleys provide a 
range of wetland habitats, supporting a particularly hgh density of otters. 

NETLAND SSSI COVERAGE: 
LS'LSLSJ.T C'ONTAINING WETIA NO HABITATS 

SLYXI WETIA ND DOMINANTS 

34162 (54.8%) 

mire (4), fen (3), wet woodland (I ), wet heath (10) 
swamp (I), wet grassland (l), flood meadow (1) 
culm grassland (6) 
20 oligotrophic, 23 mesotraphic, 2 unknown 

L S ' S S ' I S  DClMINATEl.2 IJrA WETIAND IIAhITAT 20 (32.3%) 

SSSI NIITRIENl'S7IY'~.l~S 

CEY WETLAND TYPES: wet woodland (WI, W6, W7b), wet heath (M16b); wet grassland (M23a, b); 
fen iJbf24c, M25a, b, c, M27a); rivers and streams (no data) 

XNGTH OF RIVERS: 2,222km 

i E Y  WETLAND SITES: Culm grasslands 
SAC 5 

riATIONALLY RARE AND SCARCE WETLAND PLANT SPECIES: 
Ilypcricum undulutuni S Juncus ucutus s 
Ciccndiuj?li$+rni,~ s Potumogelon trichoides S 

Hanimarbya palurlnsa s Elatine hexundru S 

fiola lucten s Chumuemelum nohile S 

4SSOCIATED INTERESTS: 1) 
2) 
3) 

important lower plant and fungi assemblages associated with wet woodlani 
invertebrate assemblages associated with culm grasslands 
otter, bats, pearl mussel, fish and breeding birds associated with rive 
systems 

KEY ISSUES: air pollution, agricultural improvement, management mechanism implementation, fragmentation, 
lack of knowledge, grazing, pond wastruction, windfarms, gravel extraction, fisheries, alien species, 
modification of water courses and water tables, abstraction, diffuse fertilisers, diffuse slurries, 
tipping 

WETLAND SSSI ISSUES: Pollution 5 (15%) Water levels 2 (6%) Recreation 3 (9%) 
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NATURAL AREA: 63 Exmoor and The Quantocks I WETLAND SIGNIFICANCE: HIGH 

DESCRLP’TION: 
Most of Exmoor and The Quanrocks is underlain by Devonian slates, shales, sandstones and grits. The Quantocks 
are qarated from Exmoor by the Vale of Taunton. There are numerous streams forming deeply incised valleys, 
draining to larger river systems to the north and south There are good examples of upland wetland habitats such 
as blanket bog, valley mire, wet heath and wet grassland habitats. 

WETLAND S S S [  CQVEMGE: 
SSSIs C ‘ O N l X l N ~ N G  WETLAND IIAIUTA TS 
SLYLYIs IlUMINATEl> B Y  A WETLAND IMRITAT 
Sss( WETU ND LXIMINAN7S 

AXSI N117RIRNT STATlJS 

14/25 (S6.O%) 
4 (1 6.0%) 
wet woodland (l), swamp (1 j, flood meadow (l), 
grazing marsh ( 1 ), culm grassland ( 1 ) 
7 oligotroplic, 2 mesotrophic, 1 eutrophic 

KEY WETLAND TYPES: wet woodland (W4, W7a); wet heath (M1 Sa, b, c, d, M 16d); river (river type 7); 
fen (M6a, b, c, d, M9, M10, M24c, M25b): mire (Ml, M2, M3, M4, M17c); 
spring f e d  flush ( W 9 ,  M32, M35); wet grassland (MGl 1, MG13, M23a, b) 

LENGTH OF RIVERS: 913km 

KEY WETLAND SITES: 

NATIONALLY RARE AND SCARCE: WETLAND PLANT SPECIES: 
C:han~acmaluni wohile s Juncus uculus S 
C’ypcms longus S ESyuisetum variegafurn S 
Mentha pule.qiuni IUU,Ucly Alupecunrs bulhosus S 
Polarnogeton cnlnru/us S Potarnogefon trichoides S 

Teucriuni suordiunr iWW7 

ASSOCIATED iN*rEmsTs: 1) breeding waders associated with mire -I- wet grassland habitats 
2)  lower plants, fish, invertebrates and otter associated with river systems 

KEY ISSUES: woodland management, burning, grazing, water level control, blanket mire management, drainage, 
recreation, deer, lack of knowledge, pond construction, alien species, mu& hunting, agricultural 
improvement, management mechanism implementation 

WETLAND SSS1 ISSUES: Pollution 6 (43%) Water levels 4 (29”/,) Recreation 2 (14%) i 

LT,Y OBJECTIVES: 1) M a k h  and d a n c e  the cumnl extmtt, &v&ty md condjtim oftbe wellandhabitats throu& qrapriate rncnitorhg 
and sulrqcnt management, pyticularly wtl  heath, fa, mirc and wet gramland communities. 

2) Med dill ulerequirmmts of mtumatidimal treaties relating to wetland cmscndrn, n m d y  the Ramsar cmvenlicm, Birds 
Diredive and Habitat< and SpL?cies: Uircdivc. 
3) Restore and enhancc the hydrology, water quality and mmagment of wetland sites that me currently in subqtimum 
Ixndltim. 
4) Soek crppo~I~&ies for h3hital creaticm d’wdlmd habitats. 
5 )  M d a k  and cnh.mce important pnpulatirms cif‘wdlmd plants and animals and carry out apprqriate rnmitcky to 
delemk~e their ~Mus,  p d d a r l y  spks d a t e d  with wet heath, f’m. mre and wd g~assland 
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NATURAL AREA. 64 Vale of Tmunton WETLAND SIGNIFICANCE: MEDIUM 

DESCRIPTION: 
This is an area of low-lyhg land, with numerous stream valleys. It is largely underlain by Pemo-Triassic 
mudstones, although Triassic and Jurassic mark outcrop along the Bristol Channel and Permian sandstones outcrop 
k~ the south-west of the area. The wetland interest is restricted to the fiver and stream valleys and small areas of 
mire, fen and swamp. 

VETLAND SSSl COVERAGE: 
LYLYLSIs C‘CINTAINING WETWMlI HABITATS 
SLSLSIs TKIMINATED HY A WFI’UNTj HAHITAI’ 
X S S I  Wir:*‘l*I,A NTI DCIMINA NTS 
SSSI  NIJTRIENT S7A TIJS 

4/7 (57.1%) 
3 (42.9%) 
fen (l), spring fedflush (I) ,  flood meadow (1) 
4 mesotrophic 

’ WETLAND TYPES: wet woodland (W4al fen (M13, M22, M24, M24c, M27); wet grassland (h423) 
rivers and streams (no data) 

,ENGTH OF RIVERS: 270k1n 

X Y  WETLAND SITES: Holme Moor and Clean Moor 
NCR I ,  SAC 1 

JATIONALLY RARE AND SCARCE WETLAND PLANT SPECIES: 
Viola lactca ‘7 
Chamaemplum riobile S 
Alopsctirus bulbosus s 

LSSOCIATED INTERESTS: 1) invertebrate assemblages associated with mire, fen and swamp habitats 
2) fish assemblage and otter associated with river systems 

KEY ISSUES: commons, grazing, isolation, lack of knowledge, lack of management, fisheries, flood defence, 
agricultural improvement on adjacent land, water quality 

WETLAND SSSI ISSUES: Pollution 0 Water levels I (25%) Recreation 0 

I KEY C3HJECTTVES: 1 )  M*intam and enhance the nurcnt cxtmt, diversity md cmditicni of the wdland habitats through appruprkdc m d & g  
and svbqurnt mauagcmart. 
2) M& all thertxpktmmts of mtcmatimal t r d r s  relating to welland cmservatim, namely the R m w  ccnvmtim, lhds 
Dirdive and Hahitats and Specks Dirdive. 
3) Restore and d a n c e  thc hydrology. water qu&y and managmmt of wetland sites that are curraitly m sub-optimum 
coudilim. 
4) Scck q(lportunities for habitat mcatim of wetland habitats. 
5 )  Mainhin and d m c c  impntant populatims of wellad plants mnd tmim*ls md carry out appropriate m&tohg to 
&&e thtv SMUS. 

6 )  I i w  with the Favirmmmt Ae,mcy and &a govunmmt bodies over poky islves md p l d g  
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NATURAL AREA: 65 Mid Somerset Hills WETLAND SIGNIFICANCE: LOW 

DESCRIPTION: 
This Natural Area is  a series of steep ridges whwh cross the Somerset Levels and comprised of Triassic and Jurassic 
clays, marls and limestones. There is very little wetland interest. 

KEY WETLAND TYPES: wet woodland (W7) 

LENGTH OF RIVERS: 246km 

KEY WETLAND SITES: 

NATIONALLY RARE AND SCARCE WETLAND PLANT SPECIES: 
Persicaria ImrJora S 

ASSOCMTED INTERESTS: 

KEY ISSUES: 

WETLAND SSSl ISSUES: Pollution - Water levels - Recreation - I 
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NATURAL AREA: 66 Mendips WETLAND SIGNJFFTCANCE: LOW 

DESCRIPTION: 
This is a limestone outcrop important for its woodland and grassland habitats and geolopal features. Three large 
reservoirs and smaller ponds and pools provide tlie wetland interest. 

WETLAND SSSI COVERAGE: 
SSA'Is C'UNIAINING WEU,A.VD I iA l3K4  TS 
X W I s  DCIMIN.4TED UYA WETI,ANrl HABITAT 
LSLWI WRTIA ND DCIMINANIS 
SSSI NUTRIENT Slil T[)S  

7/29 (24.19400) 
3 ( I  0.3%) 
mire (2), fen (1) 
I oligotrophic, 6 mesotrophic, 2 eutrophic 

KEY WETLAND TYPES: wet woodland (W7a, b, c); aquatic (A9, A24); swamp (S3, S4, SlOa, S12); 
fen (S25b) 

LENGTH OF RIVERS: 77km 

KEY WETLAND SITES: Priddy Pools 
NCR 1 

NATIONALLY RARE AND SCARCE WETLAND PLANT SPECIES: 

ASSOCIATED INTERESTS: I )  
2) 

lower plants and hngi  associated with wet woodland 
amphibians, bats and invertebrates associated with ponds and pools 

I KEY ISSUES: woodland management, agricultural improvement, heavy metal contamination, recreation, water I 
level control 

[WETLAND SSST ISSUES: Pollution 2 (29%) Water levels 2 (29%) Recreation 0 
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NATURAL. AREA: 67 Somerset Levels and Moors I WETLAND SIGNLFICANCE: OUTSTANDING I 
I 1 

DESCRLPTION: 
Tllrs Natural Area contains the largest area of lowland wet grassland and associated wetland habitat in Britain, lying 
in the flood plains of the Axe, Brue, Parrett, Towe and their tributaries. There is an important network of rhynes 
and ditches draining into the rivers. 

WETLAND SSSI COVERAGE: 
.YSSh CONlWNING WETLA ND HABUjllkY 
LSSLSI.~ DCIMINATKL) BYA WEXAND HABITAT 
,S',YSI WlTTIA ND DClMINANlS 

23/32 (71.9%) 
21 (65.6%) 
open water - natural (I), open water - reservoir (1)- 
mire ( 2 ) ,  wet woodland (l), ditch (1 ), swamp (l), 
grazing marsh (1 5) 
2 mesotrophic, 23 eutrophic, I brackish Sh'N NTITRIENT STATIJS 

;EY WETLAND TYPES: wet grassland (MG4, MG6, MG7, MG8, MG9, MGlO, MG11, MG13); 
fen (M22,M23, W3a, M24a, b, c, M25q b, c, M27, S23, S25, S26, S2Xa, b, c); 
aquatic (AI ,  M a ,  b, c, A3, A12, A13, A15, A21); wet woodland (W5b, W6e); 
swamp (S4, SSa, S6, S12a, c, S13, S14a, b, S16, S17, S19,520, S21a, S22a, b, 
523); willow carr (no data) 

Somerset Levels grazing marsh and mire 
RAM 12, SPA 12, NCR 1 

.ENGTH OF RIVERS: 356km 
;EY WETLAND SITES: 

JATIONALLY RARE AND SCARCE WETLAND PLANT SPECIES: 
Luihyrus pdusiris S Pwsicurio lawzjloru S Rquisctum vnr icpum s 
Peuceduttum polustre s Potumogeton colorutus 6 Alopecums bulbosus S 
Althaea oflciwalis s Poiarnogcion trichoirles S PuccincNia rupestris S 
Cyperus fuscus TcDB(E) Sium lut~oliurn S Cullltriche truncata S 
~vr iophyl lum rwrticillatum S W Q a  arrhiza s Juncus aculus S 

Thelyptrris pdusrris S 

iSSOCTATED INTERESTS: 1 ) breeding and wintering waders and wildfowl associated with wet grassland 
2 j invertebrate assemblages associated with wet grassland, rhynes and ditches 
3) fish assemblage, crayfish and otter associated with river and ditch systems 
4) lower plants associated with raised mire 

KEY ISSUES: agicultural improvement, archaeology, wet grassland management, development, habitat re- 
creation, water level control, wildfowling, rehabilitation of peat workmgs, grazing, scrub 
encroachment, fragmentation of raised mire, fisheries, river management, abstraction, use of 
pesticides on withies, lack of witliy management, water quality 

WETLAND SSSI ISSIJES: Pollution 18 (78%) Water levels 19 (83%) Recreation 6 (26%) 
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NATURAL AREA: 68 Avon Ridges and Valleys WETLAND SIGNIFICANCE: MEDrCTM I1 
DESCRIPTION: 
This Natural Area is underlain by Carbomferous and Jurassic limestone, supporting important woodland and 
grassland habitats and geological features. The wetland interest is limited to riparian habitats and a small number 
of open water sites. 

- _ . . 

WETLAND SSSI COVERAGE. 
SXSIS  CCINIilINlNG WKi'LA NL) IlAUIljl TA' 
,SLSLSls I ~ O h d I N A T ~ l ~  RY A WflTIANI> lIALVL4Y' 
S s s l  WETLANL) DOMINANTS' 

4/36(11.1%) 
3 (8.3%) 
open water - reservoir (2), swamp (2), ditch (1) 
flood meadow ( 1 j 
2 mesotrophic, 3 eutrophic ~ S ~ ' i ~ ~ ' 1  NIJi'RIENi''S7'A TtJtS 

KEY WETLAND TYPES: open water and riparlan habitats (no data); fen (M22, M24); wet grassland (M23 

LENGTH OF RIVERS: 226km 

KEY WETLAND SITES: Chew Valley Lake, Blagdon Lake, Gordano Valley 
SPA 1. NCR 3 

NATIONALLY RARE AND SCARCE WE'IZAND PLANT SPECIES: 
Po~rimugeron riodosus I ~ L W  AIop~eurus bulbosus S 
Cuscuta europaQa S Puuccinellia rupestns S 
Pvrsicmn-a InwrJlora S Wol$io urrhizo S 
hifyriopliyl~utn vcrtiicillutunt S Polarnogelon rriuchoides S 
Potuntogeton colorri~us s 

ASSOCIATED INTERESTS: 1 j breeding, wintering and migratory birds associated with open water am 

2) invertebrate assemblages associated with aquatic habitats 
riparian habitats 

KEY ISSUES: rnatiagernent of adjacent land, cormorants, crafish plague, declines in breeding wildfowl, lack of 
knowledge, recreation, water level control, water quality 

WETLAND SSSI ISSUES: Pollution 1 (25%i Water levels I (25%) Recreation 2 (50%) 
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NATURAL AREA: 69 Greater Cotswolds WETLAND SIGNIFICANCE: LOW 

DESCRIPTION: 
Tlus Natural Area is largely associated with an area of Jurassic hnestones and their associated clays. The southern 
boundasy is clearly defined by the scarp slope, but the northern boundary merges into the clay and is less clear. The 
wetland interest is restricted to the river valleys and their associated riparian habitats. - 

WETLAND SSSl COVERAGE: 
LSSW.~ C'CINTAINING WFI'LANLI HABITATS 
SSLSILv L)OM/NATED BY A WETLAND IIARITA T 
SSSI WKIYANLI DOMINANTS 

26/119 (21.8%) 
3 (2.5%) 
open water - gravel pit (1), fen ( l ) ,  
flood meadow (1) 
I0 oligotropluc, 14 mesotrophic, 3 eutrophc LSASiSI N I i l  W E N T  STA TTJ,I' 

KEY WETLAND TYPES: river (river type 3); marginal vegetation (no data) 

LENGTH OF RIVERS: 1.665km 

KEY WETLAND SITES: 

NATIONALLY RARE AND SCARCE WETLAND PLANT SPECIES: 
Fi-itillarin meieagris s C'urmfil&wmis RDBFJ 
Ocnnrrtht. silaifolia s Ranunculus ophio&wsi$olius fUM(E) 
C'uscula europaea s PoramoEeton comprcssus S 

Pcrsicatici lm~flurrr S Myriophyllum verlicillatum S 

ASSOCLATED INTERESTS: 1) Atlantic stream crayfish, otter and breeding birds associated with river 
systems 

2) breeding waders associated with riparian grassland 

KEY ISSUES: river low flows, drainage, restoration of wet grassland, fisheries, fish farming, discharge, craflish 
plague, water quality 

WETLAND SSSI ISSUES: Pollution 3 (12%) Water levels 3 (12%) Recreation 11 (42%) 

KEY OR.TECTTVES: 1) Maintain and dmce the mmat extmt? divershy and cauditim ofthc w d m d  habitah through appropriate mcmitohg 
and subsequent managemait. 
2) Med al l  Ulerqliremmk of intanaticual treatis relating to wefland mscrvatim, namely Zhe R ~ n s a r  crmvmticn, Birds 
L h d i v c  and IIabhts and Spocics U i r d v e .  
3) Restore and mhanw. Zhc hydrology, watm quaky .md mmagmlent ofwdlwd that are Lmcntly m suhqptimUm 
Ccuditim. 
4) Seek vppntwJjties for habitat m&m of'welland bahitds. 
5 )  Maintain and enhance Unportant populatims of wdland plants md rmLnals and carry out appropriate mmittning to 
determine their -5. 
6 )  Liasc with the Pnvirmmmt A g a q  and othcr g o v m t m t  bodics over policy Isfllcs md p l h g  



NATURAL AREA. 70 Severn Valley WETLAND STGNIFTCANCE: HIGH 

DESCRIPTION : 
This Natural Area includes the majority of the River Seveni catchment. The rich soils of the low-lying plain are 
intensively farmed. The principal bedrocks are Keuper tnarls and Liassic clays, with small outcrops of Jurassic aiid 
Rhaetic limestone. Large sand aiid gravel deposits and unusual salt deposits near Droitwich are also present. The 
main wetland sites are tlie river valleys and associated wet grassland. Brine pools are associated with the salt 
denosits. 

mum SSSI COVERAGE: 
SLSASLLj C'CINTAJNINCY WRTLANLI ILIAIIITATLS 
SLSLS[s IX1h4[NA7'EI) HY A WEI'WNLI IJAH17'AT 
~ 5 ' ~ Y ~ ~ ' I  WliU,AN[) TXlh4lNANPS 

42/100 (42.0%) 
18 (IX.O%) 
open water - natural (2), open water - gravel pit (3 
fen (2), flood meadow (X), ditch ( 1 ), canal ( I  ), 
river ( I  ), gramg marsh (2), wet grassland (1 j 
20 mesotrophic, 26 eutrophic, 2 brachsh SSSI  N111'IUENT STA T1JS 

CEY WETLAND TYPES: wet grassland (MG4, MG6, MGX, MG3, MG 10, M23); wet woodland (W5, W1 

,ENGTH OF RIVERS: 1.879 km 

iEY WETLAND SITES: Walrnore Common, Combe Hill Canal 
RAM 1,NCR 1 

\IAT'IONAl,I.dY RARE AND SCARCE WERAND PLANT SPECIES: 
Oetrurrthe sila$oliri s Lythrum hyssopifolia RDRW Klutine hydropipcr 
Aloprcums bulbosus S Alismu Rramineurn RDB(13) Cuscuta europuca 
Pucuccinelliu rupeslris S Myriophylum verticillutum S Alihuea oficinulis 
I.imosclla aquaticn s Potornogeton trichoidcs S Pcrsicaria 1awiJloru 

C'urcx wipinrr W)Wv 

S 
S 
s 

ISSOCIATED INTERESTS: 1) 

2)  
3) 

breeding and wintering wildfowl and waders associated wit., r i v e h e  an 
wet grassland habitats 
invertebrate assemblages associated with river in^ and wet grassland habitai 
important fish assemblage and otter associated with river systems 

KEY ISSUES: agricultural improvement, grazing, borsiculture, fiagnentation, management mechanism 
implementation, succession, work of regulatory authorities, control of hydrology, ripariati habitat 
recreation, water quality, flood defence, agricultural improvement, abstraction, angling, navigation, 
recreation, maintenance of natural processes, lack of knowledge, river engineering, commons 

I WETLAND SSSI ISSUES: Pollution 26 (62%) Water levels 29 (69%) Recreation 12 (29%) 
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NATURAL AREA: 71. Malvern Heights and Teme Valley WETLAND SIGNIFICANCE: MEDIUM 

DESCRIPTION: 
Ttus Natural Area has a varied geology, with the granite of the Malvems, Silurian limestone of the hlls to the west 
and north, old red sandstones and Keuper marls. Wetlands are largely restricted to the valleys of the Rivcr Teme 
and its tributaries. 

WETLAND SSSI COVERAGE: 
SXSIs C'CINTAININC; M?EIIII;ANT) HARITA 7 5  
XSS'Is 13ClhdINAlXD BY A WKTLAND E-lrBlljlT 
AYSXI  WETLA ND LUlMINANIkY 
XW N [  UYUENT STA T lJS 

6/21 (28.6%) 
1 (4.8%) 
river ( I  ) 

1 oligotrophic, 2 mesotrophic, 3 eutrophic, 1 unknown 

KEY WETLAND TYPES: wet woodland (W7); river (river types (5,s); wet grassland (MG5) 

LENGTH OF RIVERS: 217 km 

KEY WETLAND SITES: 

NATIONALLY RARE AND SCARCE WETLAND PLANT SPECIES: 
Oeriantht. silaifolio s 

ASSOCNTED INTERESTS: 1 j important invertebrate assemblages, fish and Atlantic stream crayfish 
associated with the river systems 

KEY ISSUES: water quality, flood defence, angling, agricultural improvement an adjacent land, change from hay 
20 silage, g'azlng, horsiculture, fragmentation, management mechanism implementation, succession, 
commons, neglect 
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NATURAL, M A .  72 Dean Plateau and Wye Valley WETLAND SIGNFJCANCE: LOW 11 
DESCRTPTTON: 
Thc geology of this Natural Area i s  dominated by old red sandstone with coal measure, Carboruferous limestone 
and Sdurian hestone outcrops, and alluviutn deposits. The wetland interest is found 111 tlie river and stream valleys 
and in some uplatid wetland habitats. 

WTLAND SSSI COVERAGE. 
SI:\;ls C 'ONTAININC; WE1%/1 NI1 HARITA TS 515 I (9.8%) 

open water - pools (l), wet woodland ( I  ), marsh (1 ) 
river (1) 

SSSIS IIOMINA TED RY A WI:'i''LA ND 1IAHlTA T 3 (5.9y0) 
,YSN W I ? X . ~  ND LlOMINA NTS 

A 3 L Y I  NI ITIUFNT STA TIJA' 1 oligotrophrc, 2 mesotrophic, I eutropluc, 2 unknown 

EY WETLAND TYPES: wet woodland (W5, W6, W7): river (river type 6); fen (M25, M27); 
wet grassland (h4G5, MGB, M23a, b) 

ENGTH OF RIVERS: 458 km 

EY WETLAND SITES: River Wye 
SAC 1 

ATIONALLY RARE AND SCARCE WETLAND PLANT SPECIES: 
Clenun/hc gdurJi,Iirr S 
Ranunculus rripcmirur S 

S SOCIATED INTERESTS: I )  invertebrate assemblages, fish, otter, pearl mussel and Atlantic stream 
crayfish associated with river systems 

KEY ISSUES: water quality, navigation, recreation, angling, water sports, fisheries, control of fish predators, river 
eiigineming, discharge, abstraction, floodplaiu maiiagement, bankside management, ftagmentation, 
grazing, agricultural improvement, management mechanism implementation, lack of knowledge 

WETLAND SSSI ISSUES: Pollution 3 (60%) Water levels 1 (20%) Recreation 2 (40%) 

K L Y  ~l?A~CTIVIB: 1) Maintain and &ancc the m a t  extmt, diversity and ccoditiau of the wdandhabitab hrou& qqrqrirrte mEniturktg 
md suii.qumt management. 
2) Mod all thercquiremm& of intcmatimal W ~ 3 t i 1 3  relafjng tci weUand un.wiititn. namely the K m w r  cauvenhm. Birds 
I>irtwXive mid Hahilats mmd Species D u d v e .  
3) R e ~ n r e  md d a n c e  the hydrology. water yualrty and mmqpntmt of wetland sitw that arc curratly in subqtirnum 
mdltirm, pataticularly agr id tu ra l  pollutim. 
4) S A  oppatunities for habitat crdm of wdaudhabitats. 
5 )  Mauitain and d i m i c e  impclrtanl pclpuldtns oj' wetland plants and animals and carry out appropriate rntnitrning to 
ddenlilne tli& ,-us. 
6 )  Law Gtli the EnWvnmenl Agmcy aud &er gc>vanmmt h ( d &  o v a  policy issum and planUinp, 
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DESCRIPTION: 
This Natural Area forms the north-eastern end of an extensive dissected plateau which continues westwards into 
Wales. There are a number of good quality rivers and streams which drain into the River Wye. 

WETLAND SSSI COVERAGE: 
S ~ S ~ S I S  T‘C1Nir;llNING WETIA ND HARITA TS 
SSSls L)OMINA1E’L) BY R WKI’LJNLI HABITAT 
SSSI WETIA NI1 LXIMINANI Y 
LYLYSl NlJTRIENT STA TrJS 

5/X (62.5%) 
1 (12.5%) 
fen (1) 
3 oligotrophic, 3 mesotrophc, 1 eutrophic 

KEY WETLAND TYPES: rivers and streams (no data): wet woodland (W7) 

LENGTH OF RIVERS: 157 km 

KEY WE‘IZAND SITES: 

YATIONALLY RARE AND SCARCE WETLAND PLANT SPECIES: 
Pilulnrin Rlobulift.ru S 
Fuphrasia rosticaviana s 

4s S OCI ATED NITRE STS : 1) fish assemblage, otter, Atlantic stream crayfish and bryophytes associated 
with the river systems 

KEY 1SSUES: agricultural improvement, abstraction for irrigation, obstructions to migratory fish 

WETLAND SSST ISSUES: Pollution 3 (60%) Water levels 1 (20%) Recreation 1 120%) 

K E Y  OBJECTIVES: Y )  and d m c x  the uwml dmt, diversity a d  ctnditim of the welland habitats through appropriate md&# 
and subqumt mansgemmt. 

2) M d  dkrequirements of iutematimd trerdics relating to wetland ~mservatim. namely the R a m m  convmtiar, Birds 
Dirodive and Balitats md Spccics Direcrive. 
3) Restore aid d a n c e  the hydrology, water W t y  and management of welland sites that we ~rurmtly m subdptimw 
cnnditica. 
4) Seek oppommities for habitat cseatim of wdaud habitats. 
5 )  M a m h  and diance Uuportanl p q d l m s  of wetland plmmb and mirnals a d  carry out apprqriatne mdoring to 
delennine their status. 

L 6 )  1 . i ~  with the hviranmmt Agency aud crthcr g o v m m t  bodies ova policy issues and plamzing 
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NATURAL AREA 74 Hereford Plain 1 WETLAND SIGNIFICANCE. MEDIUM II 
DESCRIPTION 
This Natural Area is largely an area of low-lymg land surrounded by the higher land ofthe surroundmg Natural 
Areas It 1s dommated by intensive agriculture, but with some extensive woodlands The wetland interest 1s 
prlncrpally found UI the riverine and wet grassland habitats of the Wye and Lugg valleys and thelr tributaries 

WETLAND SSSI COVERAGE: 
SSSIs CONTAINING W'lTLRNlI HA l3UA TS 
S S S I s  I I O M I N A Y W ~  BY A WITIAND HABITAT 
XSSI WEUA N O  LIClMlNANTS 

10/14 (71.4%) 
5 (15 7%) 
open water - pools ( I  ), flood meadow (I), 
grazing marsh (1 ), river (2), unknown (3) 

SXSI N U W I f i N T  A72 UJLY 2 oligotrophic, 5 rnesotrophc, 2 eutroplric, 2 unknown 

KEY WETLAND TYPES: wet woodland (WG, W7); wet grassland (MG4, MGS, M23); fen (M22, W4): 
river (river types 2 , 6 , 8 )  

LENGTH OF RIVERS: 579 km 

River Wye 
SAC 1 

NATIONALLY RARE AND SCARCE WETLAND PLANT SPECIES: 
Fritillnrin tncleagnx S 

Ovnanfhe siluifolin S 
Potuntogetor1 hchnirks s 

ASSOCLATED W R E S T S :  I )  river shingle invertebrates, fish assemblage, otter and Atlantic streaa 
crayfish associated with river systems 

2) invertebrate assemblages associated with wet grassland 

. .  . ... 

KEY ISSUES: catchment management, abstraction, gravel extraction, pollution, drainage, navigation, control of 
f s h  predators, river engineering, maintenance of natural processes, lack of knowledge, management 
mechanism implementation, agricultural improvement, gazing, inappropriate tree planting 

WETLAND SSSI ISSUES: Pollution 8 (SOYO) Water levels 3 (300/) Recreation 5 (50%) 

r 
KEY OBJECTIVES: 1) M3bl& and &mce the cun'ent cxtent, diversity and mdititn of the wetland habitats through qprqniale mmitaiag 

a d  Sul~sequmt managcmenl, particularly rivmine wetlands. 
2) M& all thcrquiremals of mtgndoaal treatit% rclatiug to wdlaud can,wsvatim, namely the Rmn~ar cmvmticm, Hirds 
Diredive md I-ialritlrts mad S p e k  Directive. 
3) Restore and dmcx the hydrology, water qualrty mnd t ~ ~ a g ~ r ~ ~ d  of w d m d  sites that arc nurmtly m s u h q b u m  
midititni, particularly a ~ d t n r a l  polltdrm. 
4) Scek opportunitJs lir habitat creatjm orwdlnndhatitaLs. 
5 )  Mninhin and unhmce impclrtmt populBcus or wdaud plmb and animals aid carry out apprqriate rncnitcrring to 
dduminc heir  .JI(Lus, particularly q~e~ie; associdtod with r i v a  systems. 

6 )  Jiasc: with the hvi~tximtnt A p c y  md &er $yvaruneat htxlim over poliy issues and p l m m g  
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NATURAL AREA: 75 Midlands Plateau I WETLAND SIGNIFICANCE: MEDIUM I I  

DESCRIPTION: 
The Midlands Plateau has a very diverse geology, whch has in part led to tlie highly industrial and urban landscape. 
However, semi-natural and post-industrial habitats arc widespread. The river systems and associated grasslands, 
valley mires and ponds all provide important wetland habitats. 

WETLAND SSSI COVERAGE. 
LYLYSIs C O N I X N I N G  WETIANII) IIALUTA T,s' 
X Y L Y h  DOMINATED BY A WfiTIdNl j  IfABITAT 
SSSI WE7 LAhW LWMINANI:S 

43/93 (46.2%) 
22 (23.7%) 
open water - natural ( l) ,  open water - pools (6) 
opeu water - gravel pit (1 j, river (2 j, canal (l), 
open water - reservoir ( I  j, fen (3), wet woodland 
(3), gazing marsh (3), wet grassland (1 j, swamp (1' 
8 oligotrophrc, 28 mesotrophc, 14 eutrophic, 1 mar AXSI N [  JTRIENT . S l I T ~ l S  

KEY WETLAND TYPES: wet woodland (W4, W ~ C ,  W6b, d, W7a, b, c); river, canal, open water (no data) 
fen (M4, MGc, M10, M22, M25b, M26, M27, M28, S27, S28j; mire (M21b): 
wet grassland (MG4, MGlOa, MG13, M23a); wet heath (M16a); 
swamp (S3, S4,57, Slob, S12b, S13, S19) 

LENGTH OF RIVERS: 1,943 km 

KEY WETLAND SITES: Ensor's Pool, Cannock Extension Canal 
SAC 2 

NATIONALLY RARE ANI) SCARCE WETLAND PLANT SPECIES: 
Irnpatians mli-farigarc S Elatine hexundro S Carcx e h g a t u  S 
Limoselln uquuticu S J'otamogefon compressus s c'icutu viroso 6 
Lurnriium nutans S Thelyptwis yalu.rtris S Fri~illuria melea.@ S 

ASSOCIATED INTERESTS: 1) 
2) 
3) 
4) 

lower plants and fungi associated with wet woodland 
invertebrate assemblages and breeding birds associated with reedbeds 
amphibians associated with lakes, ponds and canals 
invertebrate assemblage, crayfish, fish and otter associated with rivei 
systems 

KEY ISSUES: woodland management, wet grassland management, draiuage, gazing, development, water level 
control, successiou on wet heath, recreation, water quality, species management, crayfish plague, 
canal restoration, riparian management, an&g 

WETLAND SSSI ISSUES: Pollution 27 (63%) Water levels 28 (6S%j Recreation 23 (53%) 
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NATURAL AREA: 76 Shropshire Hills I WETLAND SIGNIFICANCE: LOW 1 
DESCRIPTJON: 
This Natural Area has an extremely varied geology, which is reflected in the landform and range of’semi-natural 
habitats. There are extensive tracts of upland habitat which contain wetland features. A range of aquatic habitats 
are associated with the numerous rivers and streams. 

WETLAND SSSI COVERAGE: 
SSSIs CONTA JNJNG WETLAND HABITATS 
SSSh DOMINA TEU BY A WETLAND HABITAT 
SSSJ WETLAND DOMINANTS 
SSSI NUTRlENT STATUS 

3/34 (8.8%) 
I (2.9%) 
open water - pools (1) 
3 oligotrophic, 1 mesotrophic 

wet woodland (W7 j; mire (no significant communities); 
rivers and streams (no data) 

KEY WETLAND TYPES: 

LENGTH OF RIVERS: 541 krn 

KEY WETLAND SITES: 

NATIONALLY RARE AND SCARCE WETLAND PLANT SPECIES: 
Impliens noli-tangere s 
Gentiana pneumonunthe S 
Euphrasia rostkoviunu S 
Persicuriu luxijlora s 

ASSOCTATED INTERESTS: I ) invertebrate assemblages and lower plants associated with mire habitats 
2) breeding birds and otter associated with rivers and streams 

I 

KEY ISSUES: grazing, burning, moorland management, management mechanism implementation, agricultural 
improvement, commons, recreation, lack of knowledge, neglect of grasslands, drainage, water 
quality, river engineering, catchment management, management of riparian habitats 

WETLAND SSSI ISSUES: Pollution 2 (67%) Water levels 0 Recreation 1 (33%) 

I KEY OBJECTIVES: 1) Maintain and enhance thc current extent, diversity and condition of the wctland habitats through appropriate 
monitoring and subsequent management. 
2) Meet all the requirements of international treaties rclating to wetland conservation, namely the Ramsar convention 
Birds Directive and Habitats and Species Directive. 
3) Restorc and enhance the hydrology, water quality and rnanagcment of wetland sites that arc currently in sub-optirnutr 
condition. 
4) Seek opportunities for habitat creation of wetlnnd habitats. 
5) Maintain and enhance important populations ofwctland plants and animals and carry out approptiatc monitoring tc 
detcrmine their status. 
6) 1,iaw with the Environment Agency and other government bodies over policy issues and planning. 



NATURAL AREA: 77 Central Marches WETLAND SIGNIFICANCE: LOW 

I 

DESCXIP'I'ION: 
This is an area of rolliig hills which coiitjliires into Wales, largely dominated by agricultural and forestry 
enterprises. Wetlands are found in the river valleys of the Tetne, Cluii and Lugg, with soiiie upland wetlarid intcrest. 

WETLAND "I'YI)ES wet woodland (WO, WOd, W7). river (river type 2,6,8); fen (M6, M25, M27) 
mire (M4. M21 ),wet grassland (M23) 

,ENGTI-I OF RIVERS: 405 lun 

iATIONAI~,I.,Y RAW AND SCARCE WE'I'LAND PLANT SPECIES: 

iSSOCIATET) INTERESTS: I 

2) 

invertebrate assemblages, fish, Atlantic stream crayfish and otter associatec 
with rivers 
breeding waders associated with Wet grassland 

K E Y  ISSUES: crayfish plague, eutrophication, acidification, river engineering, abstraction, agricultural 
itnprovement, inanageineiit mechaiiisin implementation, declining fish stocks, drought, gazing, 
recreation, drainage, water quality, neglect, lack of knowledge 

WETLAND SSST ISSUES: Pollirtion 5 i42%'1 Water levels 2 17%) Recrcatiaa 4 (33%) 
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NATURAL AREA: 78 Osweslry Uplands WETLAND SIGNIFICANCE: MEDIUM 

DES C: R 1 I’TI ON : 
This Nahiral Area coiisists of gently rohrig hills. with a complex landscape which continues wcstwards into Wales. 
It is crossed by a series of rivers arid streams flowing eastwards arid eventually flowiiig into the River Seveni. 

KEY WETLAND TYPES: wet grassland (MGX, M23j: fen (M9, M22, M27j; rivers and strcams (no data) 

LENGTI.1 OF RIVERS: 46 hn 

KEY WETIANII SITES: 

ASSOCIATED INTERESTS: 1 j 
2) 

invertebrate assemblages and lower plants associated with mire habitats 
itivertcbrak assemblages, Atlantic stream crayfish and otter associated with 
rivers and streams 
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NA'I'UKAL AREA 79 Mosses and Meres I WEI'LANL) SIGNIFICANCE: OUTSTANDING 

DESCRIPTION 
This Natural Area IS largely flat or undulating with ~ o m e  sinall hills, glacial iiiora~ie features and stcep stream 
valleys ?'here are iiimcrous, small peat and O~XKI  water habitats of international itriportancc 

LEY WIXI,AND TYPES aquatic (A2b, h4, A%, A7, AXa, A9b, Al 0, A1 I ,  A I  1 b, A I S. A I ba, A22a, A24a 
b), fen (MS, M22b, M25, M26, M27, S25,  S27, S28), wet Iieath (Mlba), 
swamp (S3, S4, S4a, b, 57, S9, SlO, S12, S12c, S13, S14b, S17), 
wet grassland (M23a, b, MGSa, c, MGX, MG9, MGlO, MG13). 
tnire (M2, MlXa, M21), sprmg fen/ flush (M29), 
wet woodlaiid(WZ,W6,WGb, W ~ , W ~ ~ , W ~ , W ~ C , W ~ , W ~ C )  

Meres & Mosses 
KAM 30, NCK 10, SAC 5 

.I?NGTH OF RIVERS 1.968 kin 
LEY WETLAND SITES. 

.sSOCIA?ED INTERESTS: 1 ) invertebrate assemblages, lower plants, breeding and wintering waders a m  
wildfowl associated with the ineres arid mosses 

KEY ISSUES: eutrophication, angling, pollution, isolatioii, recreation, abstraction, lack of knowledge, 
siltatioddecling sahiily of flashes, drainage. succession, Sphagium collecting, habitat restoration, 
sand aiid peat extraction, development, education, commoIIs, water level control, management 
tnechanism implementation, agricultural improvement, c a d  restoration, siltation of canals, 
dredging 

I WETLAND SSSl ISSUES: Pollution 34 (56%) Water levels 32 (52%) Recreation 36 (59%) 
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NATURAL AREA: 80 Staffordshire Uplands WETLA N I 1  S 1 GNIFIC'AN (? 1.:: MEDIUM I 
Dl3C:KIPTION: 
Thc Staffordshire liplands is thc transition area between the Trent Valley arid Slii-opslilre/Cliesliir.e Plain and 
the higher ground of thc Pciuxines. rl'lie Churnet Vallcy a i d  its tributaries have mine wetland interest. 

K E Y  WETLAND TYPES: wet woodland (W7a, b, 6);  wct grassland (MGS, M23). mite (M 1 I), M20); 
fcri (MOc, M24, M25, M27): wet heath (M15, M16): river (no data) 

LENGI'H OF KIVLSKS: 5 I6  klll 

K E Y  WETIAND SITES: 

NATIONALLY RARE AND SCARCE WETLAND PLANT SPECIES: 
l , i l ~ o ? i l 1 ~ I l l  ? l f r l f r ? l s  S 

ASSOCIATED INTERESTS: 1 ) itivertebrate assemblages, otter and Atlantic stream crayfish associated wit1 
river systems 

KEY ISSIIES: wet grassland management, grazing, scrub encroachment, agricultural improvement, air pollution, 
coiiii~ioiis, invasivc plants, drainage, buniing, fragmentation, miiieral extraction, recreation, 
horsiculture, abstraction, sewage, fish introductions, flood control 

WLI'LANU SSSl ISSUBS. Pollution 4 (40%) Water levels 4 (40%) Recreation 5 (50%) 


